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HOBSON BAY - PROPOSED FUTURE DEVELOPMENT. 

Including: Proposed Lake and alternative 

' reclamation proposals. 

VARIOUS. 



~4th. .Pebruary 30 

'1.'he Superi tendent. 

HOB, Jft BAY. 

{Letter from AuukJ.and ::it~ Jounoll 11 . 12 • . ,9 anti llobnon 

Memori1::1l Ftil'r. v1JUl!.ii ttee 7. • Jo • 

The Auckland ~it. ;ouuui:t and tht<J ilGba,m !.f8L'lor1al 
Park Jom,uttee cesire to k110\, u der wh ·t. ~•m<litions tho uarbour 
Do rd woul ,! vest in the ;oundl ,pproximntelJ 100 ai.:res of 
Hob.Jon Buy enclose,l by the m in ,1rainaco aowe.,., at the :f.'oot of 
BriB]'lton noud. 

It is su00eated thut tlli:1 chould be reul11imed by s oil 
obtained from the area lyine Quts1de the ae er 1.rnd inside tho 
no· rail ,o.;y embankment. . ., ... rox.1r.i t ,J.y 1,370, •JOO uubil..! yards 
of l:l.)liJ si,o11 \ ould be re .u1red to raise the ge.'1or il level to 
3 feet hicJ1 ater 01,rint., t1nos. 

S~eoi~l vlnnt ,ould be re.uired to transfer the opoil 
:from outside the se'1er into tho area to be re\)laimed nd the 
oo .. t of this lone , ould not be lo · than r..70 , 1;00 to .::~, 01 o. 

To re.he tho area to a level o:f ,.).:ft . Gins above H •• s.T. 
would re'1u1ro an a.drli tiGnal 274,0CO oubic y rda 0£ 01 oil, ooat1n.; 
tromZl.4 , U0 •.;o ~17,000. 

:Jefore reclamation ooulJ be unttertt-Aken 1 t ,.oult! be 
necessary to provi<lo storm w n;er Jraina to oollect the c.is,~hurce 
1'rom the umeroue out1'~i11a ut pre·· nt dith.iharu1ns lone tho 1;1horo 
at Beach oa.d. It ould ulao be necouonry to oonstruot a retnin
ing bank alone tho line of t.1e oe er .hioh 11 itnolf' hse not been 
de signed to aot as ret inine all. 

'.i:he deB1c;n of tho e,;essary eto r,n ,uter drn1ns w<Jul, 
require very o reful 1nvest1eat1on to <letert~ne tho oa •. aoi ty a ul 
form of oonatruotion, and I na;e not on.eavoure(l to vrevare 1m 
eotimnte for thin, but 1 t oulrl un ouutec!ly be o 1.:ou'1,ly item; t\G 
ould o.leo the oonatruotion o:f the bank on tl1e outer :f eo 1 uo 

thot by the time the land no reola1t,o the u -itk1 oh11r13e por 
acre would be h1c;h, r,articulorly llen the aro•1 of roa1la otc. 1a 
deducted. 

~ oono1•1arablo part o:f the nreu coul l no doubt be recloJ.ciet 
at i te existing level b.} the oonntru.Jtion of 1),lnk:3 to exclutle tho 
tid l atero1 1th .fl ood-c;ntes an·l drains to f!el¼l i th surfa,:o 
ate r. ill foul t" r!\inace ould re .pire .,Ul!l. ine a. ,l the Ji t 

COundl m1eht not favour u reelam~tion of this nsturo. 

I k 10, of no 1mnod1ote use for thin aroa h1ch noe,l otor 
the Board f'rom •c::,1edin1S to the re,.uect. 

T G! N • \ TD Til : no •m. 
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1 
.I ... EC~AMATION SCHEME. 

MANY INTERESTS AFFECTED. 

~ -~,o/~ 
CIT, COU:'.\TIT, TO DECIDE. 

Much data l1a~ b{'Cll rn-c1mrc,l in refer
ence to cost of rccliaming Hobson Bn,y. 
A Hobson Bny Bcautiflcatiou Society and 
a Hob3on ·bay rrcscnation Committee 
arc in existence; the Harbour Board has 
c?nsidercd various a.spccls of tho q ucs
hon, and representation:; J1a\·e brcn 
made to the <..;ity Council with a view 
to certain work being clone. There are 
proposals fo1· tho use of a certain a ca 
by the A. and P. Association, and op1,,o
ncnts of n. reclamation scheme J1; c 
justitutc<l _a movement to ha,·e the uay 
CJnverted rnto a Jake. 

Estimates have been prcparC'd in re
spect to ccrtn.in work, aud ::\[r. ~- U. 
Gribble, ~ccrctary of the Xcw 1/.calanc, 
Land Settlement and Development 
Lea~uc l1as written to the City Council 
statrng t~at figures supplied to l1im by 
the Pnblic \Vorks Departm('11t indicate 
that the whole or the arra. on the shore 
side of th'c sewer, comprising approxi
mately 100 arrec:::, could be reclaimed to 
a heig;1t o:- 17'1; a novc high water level 
for a sum of approximately £70,000. 1f 
the area were reclaimed to a hr i1rht of 
3ft, the approximate co::it woul<l be 
_£100.000. l~igurec;; ,::6n!n h_v an engineer
ing firm, with whom negotiation~ had 
been condud,cd, were :-For filliJ10' a 
quantity of np·proxi111ately G00,000 c~bic 
yards, at 1/0 per cubjc yard; from 
800,000 to 1,000,000 cubic yards, 1/G per 
cubic yard. 

... Droppeu Out." 
'·I ha,·c been informed by ).fr. L. P. 

Leary, ehairman of the liohRon 13av 
Prescn ation Committee.'' s tates :.\I;, 
Gribble, "that, as indit·ale<l. to your 
committeP, he feels that at this poi,;t in 
the negotiations tho cornmittc-c must 
drop out, and the que:;t..ion of tenure 
muiSt be arrang(•d between -u1e City 
Council and ihe Harbour Board. 'l'hc 
detaiJs of estimated costs ancl the details 
on behalf of my principa.ls should be 
arranged between the City Council and 1 

myself. I shall he delight('d to confer 
with any parties whom ycu may indicate 
as actiug on bclm,lf of the council, and 
at the same time will care for negotia
tions between the Agricultural and 
l'astoral Ar-.5ociation, and a11y of the 
other authorities who mav enter into 
the prop~als as possible ~lessees of ·a 
porUon of the area. j 

"It is, of course, understood ihat 11011L 

of these people would haYc an exclusive 
right to any portion of the area except 
on certain specified occasions, which 
would enable them, in tho case of the 
A. and P. Association, i'or instance, to 
take a 'gate' during their Rhow fixturc::i 
Roughly, it appears to me that the 
council may look for reimbursement 
from {he proposal under the following 
hcacls:-(a) . .\11 annual rental from cc 
tain rrRponsihle or.ganisatious, c~timatt.-d 
at £:3000 per annum; (h) increu'ied 

I 
rating from surrounding- land, the vRlu
ation of wliieh mn:;t he irC'm<'ndously 

I 
increased by the cstablisJ1mcnt of such 
a fine asset in the locality; (c) sundry 
fees and chargct. rccei\'cd from spceial 
e,·cnts for which proYision will be made. 

t A. and P. Association. 
I "Ju addition, I think it !-ihould be 

c-mphasjscd that tho A. and JJ. As:,;ocia
tion proposes to spend, if a. satir.fuc:tory 
tenure is nrrangc<l, some £.)0.000 to 
£60,000 in erecting buikUng~ which will 
form the nuc·lcus of pcrmuncnL rxhib i-

' tion buil<liugs, wllieh will ~Je c>Rse1ll,ial, 
but wJ1ic-h under tho cirrurnRt»m·cs 
would 11ot require to be crcetcd by the 
Citv Council. 

"i mav E-av that there is an elC!'meut o[ 
ur'"'encv· in ihe matter, as some o[ thoi:.c 
wilh ,~hom I have hcen in trC'aty must 
make a mo,·c shortly to obta.in a. per
n1aI1enL }()t'atiou for carryi11g on their 
acli\'jtirs, and if nu arrangernrnt is 11ot 
made for IlobROH Hay we ma.v mis,; the 
opportunity for a ll time lo H)ot~urc their 
e::,tnhlisl1111C'nt on this ground." 

.SJi,t,,--........-=.+:-
RECLAMATION SCHEMES. 

COST DEE~11W TOO HWll. 

The parks committee of the (.;ity 
Council hns had before it for a. con· 
sidcrable period impro, cmcnt scheme!:! 
for Hobson Day, but owing to the heM·y 
expenditure inYolYe<l, the committee 
reported to Inst nigh t's mcet.lng oi the 
council that it hatl 110 reco1m1Jcndatiou 
to make. 

'l'he cily engineer, )Ir. J. Tyler, sub· 
mitted a report outlining two proposal-;. 
The co:)t of one was estimated at 
£373,G30, including rccla.ma.tion, grass• 
iug, buildings, etc., and the other 
£110,770. llis report concluded: "lt 
will thus be seen that the expenditure 
~equired to reclaim fJ1is particular area. 
1s . fro1~1 £ 1900 to £2370 per acre, and 
!111s_ ]ugh cost, in my opinion, is not 
JUSt.1ficd, and work of this character call 
best be carried out economically when 
undertaken in connection with other 
works, or the area reclaimed gradually 
as filling offers." 

"'~ HOBSON BAY. I .~ - 1111~. 
It 1s liarcl to un<lerr,tand w11y the :Sew 

Zealand Land Settlement Leao-ue j-, enterin,.,. 
in_to this contrornrsy with prollOsals identical 
with tho 1-'r~enation Society i.e. rcdaimin.., 
~nd c?mm~rcia1ising this are~. )1r. Uribbl;, 
rn etilunat111g the cost of rcchtiming- the area 
at £70,000, states that interest would be eovered 
by Tcntals from leases anc). extra. rates from 
sm:rounding propertiee. l ean assure :.\Ir. 
Gnbble that if this area. is reclaimed aDd 
eommerci~lisccl the Yaluc of properties would 
decreaee u~tcacl of increase. The ,·aluo in 
surrounding- properties lies in t11c .fact of their 
ha,·ing water frontages. )Iy .society claims 
t hat cxpcn<lituro of £70,000 to £100,000 i• 
unwa~·J·nnted for many years to come, and 
that 1! tho £6000 already available for block
i.J1g up ,i-110 sewer was utili~, a. .salt water 
lak~ wo~1l<l then be available, which would be 
of mestuua .. blc value to the wllOle of Auck-
land. D. R. WALKER, 

For the Hobson llay Beautification Society. 



-Lake -

RECLAMATION OF HOBSON BAY.-An alternative scheme for i"'he reclamation of thia area has been 
prepared by the Hobaon Bay Beautification Society, a nd will be submitted to the City Council this evening. 
This scheme differs from that of the Hobson Bay Preservation Committee in that it propoaea to reclaim 
immediately o nly a am II portion of the area. bounded by the aewer, leaving the remainder a• Jt lake. 

AcceH between V ictoria Avenue and Parnell is provi de d in a road al ongside the aewer. 

LAKE PROPOSED. 
~ 

FUTURE OF 
f)f &'-~ 

HOBSON BAY. 

/of thr ba~· that lies in~idc the i::ewcr. 
I from Parnt•lI to th(' poi!Jt of land bclo,,· 
1 lJ11nvood Cr<.•~rC'nt, Hl'mucra. 

1

1 
!jiisfigu rement in Recent Years. 

There ,vas a, time--only n fe\\-" YC'<H:3 

. ap:o-" hen Hobson Bay ~t high ,\·atcr 
,, ,1:; a 1iicturc-,quc portion of Auckland 
lJarbour. On the Parnell ~idc, and at 
the foot uf \ ·ictoria .-\ n'nuc (tlH?n known 

BEAUTIFICATION SCHEME . 

a~ \\.ibon's lkac:lt) there wrrc sandy 
TIECL.-DJ.-\TIO:S: OF TJ]) .. \f, .\TIE.I . beaches 11111eh frequcnkd by bathers 

_ _ and pickuickcr::;. Auck land'!:. big sewer 

The rcf'lamation of the inn~r portion l f:~-.~ tt~x~ir:tu 1~~e
1
~1\

1
~·in:a,~s~~~1

1
~ti~~1 t~~ 

of Hobson Bar, vrhich is bounded by I n,e ('_a ... tt"\'11 railm.1~· outl,ct .. diagonally 
S.hore Hoc1cl j._ proposetl in a ~C'h('lllC' tlrn.t 1 ;.(TO~ ... th'.· ba,,·, ;:i.1~d. com~1d.:::ntly an 
. '. . .. 1 1

) ·k .. ( .. ~ out('r barrier, the bulld111g of the wat<'r• 
1s to be suomittrcl to tic ai :,; on.• frout road ri.LT0,..,-5 the u10ut.h ol the Uay 
mittl~e of tht1 Ancklan<l City Council on to link th(' (·a:5tern .harbour suburbs. 
Tucstla.,- next h,v the .Uob:5011 Bay How to deal with the- :,egmcnts o f the 
Beautifyillti :,-:, .. wiety. Tlle outst,rncling Im~· that <Hf' left.. has Ue('ll a subjct•t oi 

. , •,d·,'i hike frnitii:f di;=,,1.;m=i'.-ion . \ \-ith consistent 
fraturc of the scltcml' i::- a '" " cnterpriec the Bailwa~r Department. s ng-
fed by a flood gak. gcstrtl that a fi ne area or JI.i t land could 

There liavc been sC'YCral prop~t-tls be made aYailablc for one of those 
rclatiYc to th(; dbposal of lhc Hobson smoky storchouHs for engines. Ac:stheti~ 

.\ueklancl frowned sc,·('rely at the idc.a, 
Hay area, 11.u<l all ha\·c something to :1nd from re.:siclent.:s on the waterfron t 
commend th('m. One made recently hy of the ba~· and Hcmncra. c,tmc nn 
the Hobson Bay Prc,scrvation Commit-

! tee <;oncerned the _reclam ation of al_l the 
fWCsent mud flat 111 order to pron<le a 
home for future c xh ihit ions, po-:;:;ibly 
tL sl1owgro11nd, a.ntl morn playing arca::i. 

Thir ty Acres of Park. 
T he Jateei sch<'me hi tbo.t the Ci t,' 

C'J)urieil should take o,·cr the control of 
Hobson Bay from the Auckla.nd Har bour 
Board wit.h ft. , lew to its devclupment. 
ft is pointed out b~• the Beautifying; 
Societv that ther1' b a ::;urn of £6000 
on def}o~it with the Harbour Board to 
liquidate claim::; for lo:-s ut riparian · 
right~, and for the b)ock::ige: i n of t he 
sewer. The society lltt:,, nllowcd an area 
for a park in thPi r plirn, portion of 
which not ,tboYe high water <:'ould he 
gradually rec la imcd. 'l'he~· c<::timilt('d 
this :.rea. a.t ~O acres. The park is 
hounded on both sides b~- public roads, 
so that the plan ia,·oh e-, no li,tbility 
for ripar ia11 rights. The expenditure of 
the £0000 would be sutficient to con• 
strnct a road along the line of the 
existing SC'\\'er, tlrn<; giving needed excess 
bctwl'cn Victol'in. i\ \ Clllle and P,u·nell. Tt 
it felt liv 111cmhc-1·s of tl1e society t hat 
the form~tiou of a rnlt wat('I' lake :::ind 
park al, Ilob~on Bay (prod-..ion for which 
is made) would Le of ('llOrmous benefit 
to the whole of Auckl.\nd. 

The scheme of the ~ocietv differs from 
that tendered by t.he presCrvation com• 
mittee, in that it is not intended to fi ll 
in i:he entire mud-fla.t. Tlh1 commit.tee \ 
ia,·our the rerlaimin~ of nll that c.:01·nC'r 

ill'3isten.t request, that beautification 
~hould play a prom inent part in any 
~chc-mc of the f u ture. 

The altcrnall\·o &themes for creating a 
p.a rk in the south-western pal't of Hobson 
D.:iy, prep.ired Ly ilie Hobson Bay Prescr• 
vation Committee and the Hobson J3ay 
Beautifying E'ocicty, arc lo Lo i1n·esli• I 
gated by the city engineer, ~Ir. J. Tykr, 1 

who will pre::;c1.1l a full teport, upon them. 
This course has been decided upon by 
the P.arks Committee of the Ci.ty C'oundl, 
which has the ntalter in hand. The object. 
is lo obtain full technical information on 
both projects Ll'fore any further action 
is taken '.) - "j t 



HOBSON BAY PARK. 

~ PLENDID OPPORTUNITY." 

' 

STUMBLIN G BLOCK FI ANCE. 

COUXCIL A.'('SWERS DEPUTATIO~. 

A p1"'1 ll1at the Aucklancl City Coun
cil take up the efforts of tl,e Houson 
lla.y Pm·k l'rcscn·ation Committee to 
establish a park in the southern end of 
Ilobson Bay, was made by a deputation 
from the committee to the parkc:i com
mittee of the ..Auckland Citv Council 
yesterday afternoon. ., 

"This is a splendid opportunity "°CJr 
tho people of Auckland," dedarcd Hir 
George l;,owkls, tl1e firs t speaker. Th~ 
site, he clcclarccl, was ideal for the rm·
poscs for w11icl1 it was propo~cd to he 
used. It was. 11car the heart of the 
city, and for that rea~on wa!i doubly 
conYcnicnt. The deputa.tiou believed 
that the area could be reclaimed at a 
little cost to the city, and lie 11_rg£Q 

' that the matter should be definit~Iv 
taken up by the couneil. They ilad 

I obtained a more fayourable offer fro:n 
the Auckland Harbour Board, and he 
thought it was time for the council to 
act. 

''""re know that the public want this 
done," saicl )Ir. L. P. Lcar,v. "The 
Harbour Board arc prepared to nego· 
tiate,' and we ha ,·e prepared a })Ian 
which i~ acceptable to at least one l 
public body. The principals of t he 
Agricultural and Pastoral A~sO{'iation I 
have seriously put before its mem Lcrs 
the consideration of shifting the activi
ties of the association to the area, if 
the plan is proceeded with, and the 
association is prepared to pay a rnini• 
mum rental of £V500 a year." 

)fr. Lcar .v said that tl)e riparian 
rigl1ts of the property owners c.011• 

cernecl were a minOJ; consideration. 
If the council was not satisfied with 

tlie propo~als of the Harbour Bonrci, 
1fr. Leary suggested that tlJC tOtlllf'il 
ask the hoard dcfinitclv what w<'rc its 
purposes. H e was sure ·that both bodies 
could CO·Op<'rate with ~~·mpathC'ti~ 
adroitne~s po'-siblc to loc11l bodies 
agreed on n. certain point. 

There was one other aspect, )Ir. 
Lea.rY said. In Au<'kland there was not 

f a fit"ting m{'rnorial to the per~on who 
Jrnd founded tl1e city, and g iYcn it i ts 1 

name. The present scl1eme provided an 
excellent opportunity for suitably 

I honouring IIobRon. 
"This <'Ommittee is sympathetic to 

t he aims of the deputation," replied 
the chairman crf the park~ committee, 
)Ir. J. B. Paterson, "but the stumbli11g 
bloC'k is finanre." Contra1·y to rhr 
Rtatem<'nt of S ir Gf'org-P Fowlcls, tha.t 
the cost to the rity would not be g reat, 
the chairman thought rather that !.l1c
opposite would be true. The cost could 
only be met by a loan. It was a 9ues• 
tion of wavi, and means. The committee 
woulcl conSider t he matter and inform ! 
the cleputntion of its decision later. j 

HOBSON BAY RECLAMA;t'ION. 
I - - . ~~ 

I WOll)(l like to 1·ai~c a prdtcst a• 
THE ORAKEI B 
..s;<........ --

!110 lJob!;ou Bar ndamutioa sc: 
111 ll1c first plaee it is 1111 111tcr al,si 1'ho City Council has taken tho right course 
with Auckland so WC'IJ <'ndowcd with . jn deciding to complete t h o lease of t he Orakei 

I gro11rnls lo spe!"l .C70.000 to . CI00,000 Basin for fifty years This period of time 
furtl1cr park with t he couutry rn tlJC fiu . . ." • 
stato jt iR. ~urelv tlH• Jon,~-suffrriu..., w1Jl allow for the utilisat10n of tho area in the 
aro lmrd<'11e<l cnouih :1~ it it Thi~ p;r public interest in some permanent way, and no 
area. co11ld be _conYcrtecl info a. h"autifu doubt it can be prolonged. The basin, including 
wa.ter Juk~ without auy C'xpc11dit11re to tho estuary contains about 136 acres and 
payers. Six thousand pounds. for the bl ' . "d d' h t 

I i11 of the sewer · is "t pr,•sent on dcpos though tho Counc~I has. not yet dee_, e w a 
1 this were done we shoul{l th<'n hu,·e av1 1t means to do with this new public reserve, 
i? t~10 puLlic a _s'1Vi111mi11g, paddling a,, tl1cre is plenty of scope for t he constructive 
!11cl-:~ug. a;·~t fnr beyoud wliut ?11Y ofl~ imagination here. A "marine park " suitable 
111 N(•w Zeala nd lta~. 1'her(' .1s a fa1 f h . · 'h t 
above l1ig-h-water mark n.niilablc for picn or oatmg on a smaH scale, wit a ~o. or 
etc. With this area an<l the' heachcs be, ch·ive arouncl it,,would he a welcome addition 
this 1nke would be an attraction to tl11 to our municipal ''breathing spaces"; and if 
of A~1ckl_an?. In the summ(l1· monthr i·cclamation is practicable within reasonable 
the tide Hs m people now C'Omc from al . . . . • h for 
to pic·nic lrn<l ,S\\'im on the!-ie beaches. financial limits there IS a splendid c. ance. 
tho past few years we J1ave been "' the creation of an athletic ground which might 
los ing all our ~\'at~r frontagcia; _on/' becom.e one of the most attr active possessions 
I tl'ust the 1>ubh? will not sta11,l idly I of the, city. These developmen ts ma~ be l eft 
yet nnotller 1s l.icmO' tnk<'n awn v. · . . J • 

· 

0 

D. it WAL for 1he futnre; m tl:~ mennhme, tue C, t;i 
_ _ ,_ · ·•cil l,a~ clone :•;ell to seize i!~ opa1.ortun1tf. 

Is the City Council seriously consi, 
spending £75,000 on another sports g 
w11ilo there are thousands practically st, 
in Auckland? Dredging a. reclamation 
not :find elifplbymeut for more than t, 
three men operating tlie dredging. 

A WORK. 

HOBSON B!Y. 
Ir.., o7 i,'\'l 

Wo publish to-clay ~LL etters protesting 
against tho expenditure, at such a timo as this, 
of public money on a park in Hobson Bay. 
The motive that prompts the protest is orie to 
be 1·espected, but this is one of those oppor
tunities that clo not wait for better times. But 
for the agitation organised by members of the 
Hobson Bay Preservation Committee it is 
almost certain that the whole of the enclosed 
area in the bay would !Jave been tnrnccl into 
railway yards ancl a factory area, and posterity 
woulcl !Javo cursed this generation for per
mitting such a de,·elopment at the front door' 
of the citv. '!'he Preservation Committee"-
ha,o 1·e•op~ned the question of making a 
recreation ground in tho south.western area, 
and it is to be hoped that suitable arrange
ments can be made for the adoption of the 
plan. There does not seem to be any necessi\y. 
for proceeding with the scheme at once, but if 
possible part at least of the enclosed area 
should be set aside for a public reserve. That 
the citv will need more such spaces is obvious, 
and it ·shoulcl be borne in mind that this is the 
last of the usable level areas on the water
front near the centre of the city. If shortage 
of money prevents this development Auckland 
will regret it, so the scheme should be most 
carefully re-considerecl in all its bearings. 

1• HOBSON BAY. 

I haxe r('ncl with interc~t th<' propo~al to 
rC'claim portions of HohEon Bay. but the ciue,.;. 
tion ari:::;c~ in my mind, wh:v fill the area in? 
Fillin~ in i~ prolmbly going- to co!'l from £400 
to £1000 per nrrC'1 and l nm cc1inin i~ qn itt' 
u nnecessary. Most of I.Iolh:md is below high. 
water mark, a11cl a lot of it below low-water 
mark, but the pastures in Holland are quite 
as dry as the U'-llnl pasture in Sew Zeala nd ; 
furthermor~, I and my ~ons, ncting as YatC's 
Reclamationi5, Ltd., ha Ye recenth· reclaimed 200 
nrrc.;i of mud flats in the )f1uinknu Harbour. 
The C<'ntrc of tho mudflat is tw<'h·c feet deep 
at hi~h ticl-e. \\·c ha,·e put a. filling across the 
mouth of the r reck for a length of ten chains, 
and hn ,·e successfully bl0<:ked out the t ide. 
haYi11g flood gates to control t he drainage of 
the rain water. By trca ting Hobson B:ty fo 
this wny instead of being a 11igh financial 
und<'rtaking, i11\"oh-ing £40,000 to £ 100,000, i t 
would become a matter of a. few thousand:; 
onl_v, and 1 hi~ cheaper scheme i,;. much morl! 
likely to pa~ ... the Yotc of the rat<'pa.yerg than 
the ,·ery mul'11 more cxpensh·c und unnecessary 
one invohing till ing. All that i~ required is 
a. mudhnllk on eaC'h side of the sewer; it tihon]j 
he 011 each i:;i<l<', I think, so ac; not to endanger 
s training the concrete sewer with n. eor:cretc 
culnrt a11d flood p-ate. K YA'l'.ES. 

ORAKEI BA.SIN'. 
H .f.~D 

LEAS E BY CITY COUNCIL. 

FORMER DECISION REVERSED. 

Tho future of Orakci Basin was the 
subject. of a report made to the City 
Council Ja:st evening by the town clerk, 
,\[r. J. S. Brigham. ll.elerring to the 
decision of the council, reached on J uoe 5, 
that iL was not prepared lo sign the agree
ment for tho lease o[ the basin from the 
Harbour Board as a recreation resen·e , 
unless the Railway Department, which 
nad eut off tho basin from the sea by 
an erubnnkment ond w(li1·, ,.,.·oul<l indemnify 
it. r!'garding any claim that might be made 
m connection with the riparian rights of 
owners abutting on the basin, Mr. Brig
ham stated that the rarks Committee ha<l 

! sinc:e recommended that the matter be re
considcreu with a view to having the 
leaso executed 

The ~·ina.nce Comm1ttee al~o recom
mended that the agreement be executed 
and t_his course w.is agreed to by the 
COUll(.'JI, 

I 



-----
, HOBSON DAY. •.--j..,/"1 
--------- ; 

• It . is. well that tbe prospect of 
I .eolamllng a porti.:>n of'Hbbson Bay 
and creating there a pub I ic resen·c 
has .been girnn at length a practic-

1 a~le shape. In tbe scheme sub- / 
m'.tted yesterday to the . Parks Com- ' 
nnf.tce of the City Council there is 
outlined a treatment of the urea L11at 
is worthy of serious ~onsideration 
3 nd the Hobson Bay Preservatio,; 
Committee is to be thanked for its I 
vigilance and initiatil'e. As was 
s~id b_? one mcmbe1· of ils deputa- ' 
twn. its activities liavc been pro
moted ho• people representing th" 
,,-bole cit-?, not mc1·ely those lidng 
lll the vicinity of the bay; and the 
point was clearly made that what is 

, done on the waterfront in this region 
concerns all citizens. The details 
of the particular sdrnmc may require 
mo,hficat1on. but they prodde a rnry 
useful groundwork for tinal planning, 
and U1e1r suggestions of al'tistic 
roadiug, a monument to Governor 
Hobson, a spacious l'ecreation nrea. 
and permanent buildings for exhfoi
tions follow the geuernl lines of an 
•1dequate treatment of the part to 
be reclaimed. As to the arrange
ment to be mude hctsw,en the Har
bour Board and the Citv Council, 
this also may ,-all for "ery careful 
rcYiew · before t-he negotiations are 
complctetl. The att-itude of . the 
City Couur·il in asking for the f<;e 
simple of the wbole area rather than 
a lease has considerable justification 
on the score of financial necessity. 
,vi th out a . grant of that., the possi
bility of satisfactory t1·eatment of 
the area might be prejudicially 
limited. This aspcet of the matter 
ought to be bome in mind by both 
parties. Howc,·cr, in ihe new hasis 
of negotiations proposed _by the H~1·
bour Board !-here is an augury of a 
satisfactory settlement of this crucial 
question. In the reopening of pr:ic
t.ical discussion 1.,hcrc emerges a . 
more definite hope that this part of 
the "alerfront "ill ere loP become 
an ornament of both · · ,.,our a_n? /1 

·it-,· . and add as we!! .to n~eded fac,h- . 
· ie·s for recreation and kmdrcd pur- 1 
)OS('S. , 

PARK IN HOBSON BAY. 

SCHEME FOR RECLAMATION. 

CITY COUNCIL APPROACH ED. 
H , / ,II '"'· 

QUESTION OF EX, ENSE. 

The project to reclaim tho south.western 
a1ca or Hobson Bay, comprising about 100 
&("res, as a reserve and recreation ground, · 
'9..as reopened yesterday when an fofl.uen-
1i~1l doputation l'Cpresenting the Hobson 
Bay Preservation Committee :mbmitted to 
{he Parks Committee of the City Council 
11ew conditions agreed to by the Auckland 
Hal'hour Board, which owns the area. 

The· Harbour Board originally declined 
4iO t:cinsidcr grauting anything but a. lease, 
011~ lhe City Council decided that it 
could not entertain the scheme unless the 
lionrd would grant it the fee simple of the 
land. However, tho deputation was able 
1 o place Lefore tho committee au offer by 
lho board to consider favourably a pro
vosal that after the reclamation an<l pro
tection works had been completed it should 
grant the City Council the fee simple of 
t.he southem or landward half of the area 
a ud a lease of t.he remainder on the terms 
previously proposed for the whole, namely, 
Jor 50 years at a. peppercorn rental, with 
tho right of renewal for a furthei· SO years. I 

Benefit to Whole City, 
Rir George Fowlds was spokesman for 

tho deputation, which was int roduced by 
.... \Jr. G. W. Hutchison, a member of tho 
('ouncil. It included :Messrs. Charle3 
Hhodes, C. J. Tunks, A. M. Ferguson, H. 
I?.. Jf?inldns, L. P. Leary, E. N . Ormiston, 
R. H. ~orthcroft and the Mayor of New
market, J\lr S. Donaldson. ]Uessrs. W_ 
W. )Iassey and W. F. O'Donnell attended 
(•n behalf of the Auckland Agricultural and 
r;;istoral Association, which it had been 
1,roposed shonld establish exhibition buil<l.-
1ng1-i ancl a showground upon part of the , 
area 

The .Mayor, .Mr. G. Baildon, was pre
sent, as were several councillors not on 
the Parks Committee. 

Sir George Fowlds said the scheme \:·as 
an important ono from which the who1e · 
city would benefit if it wero carried out. 
He felt that the council should take the 
opportunity now of acquil'ing a site which 
would be of the greatest possible use and 
value to the citizens in years to come as 
a sporLs ground and a place where shows 
and e:-.hibitions could be held. 

~ls an example of what might be done, 
Sir George mentioned the beautiful and 
commodious exhibition grounds at Toronto, 
where national iudustries fairs are held , 
~t regular intervals in permanent build• 

Quotations for Dredging. 

Ml'. L. P. Leary emphasised the fact 
that the Hobson Bay Preservation Com
mittee i.xas a body representing the whole 
city ancf not merely people living in the 
neighbourhood of the bay. It had carried 
the maU.c1· about as far as was possibl~ 
·fm· an unoflic:ial body, he continued, an( 
it no.v looked to the City Council. It ha 
ohlaincd quotations for reclaiming U1f 
area Ly dredging and the prices range? 
from l s 6d a cubic yard upward. One cor,
tractor was prepared to accept paymel'\t 
in municipal debentures, which seemet.I 
to offer a good means of financing t9e 
scheme. 

rrho Agricultural and Pastoral Associt 
tion ·had intimated that it was preparEid 
to leabe part of the area. as a show gro11n4. 
)Ir. Leary suggc~ted that if the couu1·1 
did not approvo the scheme in its prese t 
form it should conf~r with the Ilarbo r 
Roar<l and state what terms would e 
accf'ptable. 

Finance and Tille to Land. 

Th(~ :Mayor r C'marked that the cost of 
rf'clamation would probably Le about 
£1000 an acre. 

)fr. Ormiston 1'€·plit·d tl1at on data givE\n 
hv tho Harbour Board tho committee 
piarul it. at £300 or £400. 

'!'he chnirrnan of tho Parks Committee, 
,\Ir. J. H. Pate1·son, said the Harbour 
Doanl had been informed that ~1othing 
l''Juhl be done unless tho council were 
glvcn tho fee. sii_nplo of the whole, area. 

no reason to expect 
'Ihe crmncll na~ d f leases would meet 
that moneys receive_ ir recreation ground 
the costs: N? pr:;en The two principal 
was paymg its ' y. fi nee an(} the {ee 
difficulties we1·0 over t~na committee was 
:;implc. !{owever, uld e o further into the 
:--vmpathcllc. It wo S ·t in due course. 
1llatter and present a p:fs~~vation Commit• 

The Hobson Bay . layout of the 
ice has had a. tenta~1vT01e and :Massey' I 
area prepared b_y :Me~s·\t for a waterfront 
;uchitecls. Tlus provi £°\he main sewer. 
Toad along. tho line _o monument to Cap· 
I t_ is suisg_ested th:t a should be placed 
lam \.V1lham Ho so~ . ht roads rad1at
i:nidw~ty, with ~hree i~ ra~~vo se~i-circular 
rng mland fi_om ;m and other roads 
roads intersectmg th cl '· 'l'he western 
along the side boun aries- d and per• 
area is allotted to sh?w~rotm. s d the re
manent cxhibiti~n bu~ld1~sgs,te:~is courts, 
mainder to bowlm~ g~ec:s, 10nd and other 
croquet ]awns, a. cl11ld1en I 

amenities. . b l d boat landing 
\. swimmmg at 1 an a d 

ar; suggested on the waterfront para ef, 
which is continue:d eastw3:rd ~o rien:~c l 
wit.h the lower end of V~ctona 
and possibly to extend still further. 

( 



PROPOSE.D SCHE.ME. TO RECLAIM A PORTION OF HOBSON BAY FOR CONVE.RSION TO A RE.CREATION RESERVE. 
b,n imptcuion of thQ...rcaervc •a it will appear ,vhcJ). c;cn;:,.pleted if present negotiation• by the HobJoq Bay Preservation C.Ommittee uo •ucoeaJuJ. 

-Pl•D :g,rcRO,u,d by Me-■r~, Tale imd M.11.:saey frPm pboep~ b.J, the Alt ~ qd ~ ~ 



~ BSON BAY RE~ERVE. 

SCHEME RECONSIDERED. 

rt- - ~hlk 
QUESTION OF FREEHbLD. 

HARBOUR BOARD'S ATTITUDE. 

--.-
The scheme for reclaiming the south. 

wesier1~ portion of Hobson Bay for a 
recreation resen-e has some pro~pects of 
fulfilment, following negotiations between 
th0 Hobson Bay Preservation CommitteP 
a_nd the Auckland Harbour Board. Som<> 
hme ago the bodrd submitted condition!l I 
upon which it was prepared to lease thfl 

I 
area to the City Council for 50 vears at 

a peppercorn rental and to assist in thl" 
work of reclam:ition. The council, how' 
ever, declined to consider the expenditure 

1 of any money upon the scheme unlei:s th~ 
board was prepared to grant the fel" 
simple of the land. 

The Harbour BoaL·d has now informed 
the committee that the board.in-committee 
has decided to consider favourably a pro
posal that as soon as the full work of 
reclamation an<l protection is completod 
by the City Council the southern or land. 
ward half of the area asked for shall be 
granted in fee simple to the COUf!Cil, the 
balance to Le held on lease by the board. 

This scheme is to be submitted by the 
committee this afternoon to the :Mayor, 
~Ir. G. Baile.loo, a.nd tho- Parks Commit
tee of the City Council and it is hoped 
that as a result tho wholo m:itter will 

be reopened. 

H0BS,0~J BAY PA~t I 
BO~ MAKES NE7)/;,£~ R. I 

FREEHOLD OF Jr ACHF.~. 

Anoth«· attempt is being made to I 
~nl1st ~he Auck!and City Council's help 
lll p.cttrng a park ar€a reclaim eel in the 
son_thc~·n pa_rt; of Hobson Day-tlul:t part 
wluch 1s skirted by Shore Road, and lies 
betwer...n l")arnell and Lower Remuera. 
An influential deputation will wait on 
the .Auekfand pity Council's parks com
mittee this afternoon under the auspices 
of the Robson Bay prescn·ation com
mittee to discuss a further offer that lrns 
been made by the Auckland Harb0nr 
Boa.rd. 

~ome time ago the board offe1·ccl an 
arc11 for a. long trrm at a peppercorn 
rent, but this was refused by the council, 
which wanted the freehold. Kow the 
board offers to gi vc the frceholcl of 50 
acre~, and a. long lease, at a peppercorn 
rental of a furthe r 50 acres. Th.is is con
sidered quite satisfactory by the pre
se1Tation committf'e, and this afternoon 
th~ deputation will pnt it.s case before 
ihc council's parks committee 

Roughly speaking the propoeal is to ~-e
claim all that corner of the bay that hes 
inside the sewer from Parnell to the 
point of land below Burwood Crescent, 
Rcnrncra. A plan prepared by i\Ics~rs. 
Tole a ncl ~lassey for the prescrni.tion 
committee shows this area, laid off at
lracti,·cly in playing fi~lds, tennis courts, 
,rardens and so 110, with the necessary 
~irculating an!nues. A fine sweep of 
r mHl "·ould gh·~ access at the sea JcyeJ, I 
both from the Parnell side and from the I 
HemuC'rn, c.ide-1iew thornug-hfares that 
would follow the line of the present 
cliffs. One great au,·antage that the 
proposed park would possess_ wo1!ld }w 
ils :u·ccssibility from tho la1 ::;tc d1stuct 
inclu<liu...,. the Drip:hton Roa<l part of 
r11rnC'li,"'aml th6 whole ?£ the l{em1~era. 
waterfront from Ayr Street an~~ Se~
,·icw Hoad right round to \ 1cto~·_1,1. 
/\yc1111c, which would connect up with 
lhc &c.-1.ward a,·cm1c ni sea level. 

HOBSON BAY RECLAMATION 
PROPOSAL TO FORM CI1 PARK 

L ~nJ" . 
SPORTS FIELDS AND SHOW ~OUNDS 

IF the plans of the Hobson Bay Preservation S_ociety are 
realised Auckland will have another glonous play

ground and 'one of the most lovely parks in the eastern pa.rt 
of the City. · • 1 100 

The object is to reclaim an area of approximate Y. 
acres in Hobson Bay. This will include the present_ dis~g
uring mud-flats and 'low-lying land inside the sewer p1pe-hne 
which runs across the bay from Parnell to Remuera. 

Negotiations between the Hobson posed new roa<l. which is to be caJled 
Bay P reservation Society, the City Waitemata Parade. 
Council, and the Harbour Board, hav,, In the middle of the park, on tlla 
been proceeding fo'r. many months new road, will be a monument ?f Hob• 
Now, after many deputations and con• son with flower beds surroundmg one 
sultations, the Harbour Board, umier half of it. Ample provision has been 
certain conditions, is willing to assist made for football, cricket and otMr 
with the proposals. !playing fie lds, tennis courts, bowling 

The scheme in hand is to raise the greens, croquet lawns, a parking ~ren. 
area in Hobson Bay above high water for motor-cars, a bandstand, aquarlll~, 
mark. This could be done, tile society tea kiosk and a playing field conta,n- · 
maintains, by dredging the outer area ing a model yacht pond tor children. 
of the bay, beyond the sewer line, to a All these are in addition to the are:\ 
depth sufl!.cient to make it an excellent which would be occupied by the A. and 
harbour for small boats and using the P. Association. It is expected that " 
spoil to fill in the required area. good revenue would be obtained from 

these playing fields, though oth~,· 
If this ls done the Harbour Board sources of revenue have been cons1U

will require that the dredging is not 
done sufficiently far out to interfe:-e ered. 
with the new waterfront railway. A A UCKLAND'S F RONT DOO R 
ramp will be necessary to protect the At present Hobson Bay, at lnw 
sewer which will also require to be water, is an eyesore and spoils the 
sheathed inside. At present li1s beauty or the City at that point. Auck
sewer stands on piles. \Vhen it wo..s land's front door sllould be attractive, 
first put down by the Drainage Board and the residents of the areas sur
the sum of £6,000 was deposited us a rounding Hobson Day do not wish ft to 
guarantee that this work would l>e become a distasteful commercial arP.;.!. 
done when required. So far that Certain proposals were made by the 
money has not been touchecl. l>ut? if Harbour Board, which controls tile · 
the scheme for reclaiming Hobson Bay bar, to the City Council, but these 
becomes a reality the gaps between t!1e were refused by the council. Tile 
piles on which the sewer stands will Harbour Board desired that beforo 
be filled in, thus formiug a retaining March 31 details of the constructiou 
wall to hold the dredge filling. work, with engineering data an<!. 

EST IMATE OF £70,000 costs, the period required for comple· 
tion of tile work and the annual pro
gramme, the arrangements for financM 
ing the scheme and the purposes f01• 
which the area was to be used anrl 
conditions of tenure should be laid 
before it. The board also requested 
that work be started before March 31. 
1933: that the taking of filling should 
be subject to the board's approYal: 
that the board and its Interests be 
exempted from payment of rates and , 
that the rights of all riparian owner~ 
l>c extinguishecl free of cost to the 
board. 

The cost of reclamation is estimated 
at between £70,000 and £75,000. lt 
may be pointed out that an area of ti5 
acres was reclaimed for the Dunedin 
Exhibition site at a cost of l0~d a 
cubic yard. 

One of the many ad'f'antages of r.1-
claimiug Hobson Bay will be the im
proved quick _roa~ access to the cit,·. 
This, it is anticipated, will relieve tl1e 
congestion tllrough Newmarket. 1t. 
is suggested· in the scheme th,t th<.' 
new waterfront road be link€:<1 wit!1 
the reclahued area in f{obson Bay by 
a road-link from the main thorough
fare along the foreshore of the ha v 
wJth the waterfront road at Poin~t 
Resolution, along the foot of the cliff 

Another great a<lvantage, and a dis
tinct benefit to the City, is that the 
Auckland Agricultural and Pastoral 
Association will lease 60 acres as n 
permanent home for its annual show 
It is also thought that the Winter 
Show might be held there and any 
other (unctions organised by tllese two 
bodies. For the remainder or the ycnr 
the showgrounds would be availabi.:> 
for sports and other amusements. 

A plan of the area which •t is pro 
posed to reclaim has been prepared 
for the society, and ls reprodurt-cl 
elsewhere. This shows a wide th"r 
oughfare running along the front ot' 
the future park, taking traffic from 
Victorla Avenue, Portland and othe· 
roacJs ou the Remuera side to join thP 
\-'\'aterfront Road at Point Resolution 
Other roads. runniug through tho 
park, link Shore Road with the pr('! 

( 

FAVOUP.ABL E CONSI DE RATION 
.\Her these and other conditions had 

been refused by the City Council, Mt·, 
L. P. Leary and Mr. E. N. Ormiston 
called on the chairman of the Har
bour Board and later received a. rcplv 
that the board-in-committee decided 
that It :,-·ould !aYourably consider the 
~uggest1011 made that as soon as the 
hill work of reclamation and protec
t10u was completed by the City Coun
cil the southern or landward hair of 
the area. asked for would be granted 
in fee simple to the council, the bal
ance to be held on lease in accordan 
with the present proposals of tlce 
hoard. 1e 

· With this offer in ,·iew the H b 
~ay C_ommi , "e,, t?gether with ~eii~ 
se~tative and 1eadmg citizens from aYt 
P~• ts of Auckland, will waft on th<> 
City Counc1! Parks Committee th· 
afternoon to urge its claims 1

~ 

It is estimated that the · d d . 
would occupy about 18 n10nth~c gm~ 
that the area would be ready f an,.l 
oat ion withh1 two or three ye~~&~ccu .. 

( 



RECLAIMING HOBSON BAY.-By reclaimh,g Hobson Bay, it is hoped to make one of the most attractive parks in the City. Negotiations are already 
under way between the Hobson Bay Preservation Committee, the Auckland Harbour Board and the City Council. The above plan (by Messrs. Tole and 

Massey) shows the proposed lay~out of the area after the reclamation. ~ 



24th. February 30 

The Superintendent. 

HOBSON .BAY • 

(Letter from AuokJ.and City :ouncil 11.12.~9 and Hobson 
l,!.e!rlori ul Park l]omwi. ttee 7. • ,o ;. 

The Auckland Cit Counoil and the Hobson :Memorial 
park Comrrittee desire to know u der wh,t conditions the Harbour 
Board would vest in the Council approximately 100 acres of 
Hobson Bay enclosed by the main drainage sewer, at the foot of 
Brighton Road. 

It is suruested that this should be reclaimed by spoil 
obtained from the area lying outside the ee er and inside the 
new rail¼ay embankment. proximately 1,370,000 cubio yards 
of solid spoil ,ould be re1uired to raise the gener~l level to 
3 feet , high ater spring tides. 
~ 

Special plant would be rec:uired to transfer the spoil 
from outside the sewer into the area to be reclaimed and the 
oost of this alone ,oulcl not be less than r.70,000 to ..::Eo,010. 

To raise the area to a level of 4,ft,6ins above H. ,.s.T. 
would re~uire an additional 274,0vO oubic yards of spoil,costing 
fromfl.4,000 to ~17,000. 

Before reclamation oould be undertaken it 1,oul c be 
necessary to provide storm water drains to collect the discharge 
from the numerous outfalls at present ,,isobar..,.in& alont; the allore 
at Beach ioad. It ould also be necessary to construct a retain
ing bank along the line of the se er ,,hich in itael:t has not been 
designed to aot as a retuining all. 

The design of the net:essary storm nater drains would 
require very careful investigation to det ermine the oavacity ad 
torm of oonstruotion, and I have not endeavoured to prepare an 
estimate for this, but it ould undoubtedly be a costly item; as 
ould also the construction of the bank on the outer face, so 

that by the time the land as reolai11.ed the c pi tal charge per 
acre would be high, particularly 1hen the are1J of roads etc. is 
deducted. 

A considerable part of the area could no doubt be reclaimed 
at its exi stine level by the conutruction of banks to exclude tlle 
tidal waters, 1th flood-3atea and drains to deal , ith surface 
1 ater. u.l foul drainac;e ,oul<l reqy.ire pumping a n<~ the .Ji ty 
Coun~il wit,ht not favour a reclamation of this nature. 

I know of no irimediate use for thi:J area hioh need ,eter 
the Board from at:oeding to the request. 



D.i.tAFT 

AUCKLAND HARBOUR .BOARD . 

RE SOUTH VJEST PORTI ON OF HOB S ON .BAY. 

RESOLUTION :-
That t he .Board is agr eeable t o g r ant a l ease to the Auckland 

City Counci l of the a rea. inside th e sewer between Parn el l and 
Wi ls on ' s Poin t ( app r oximatel y 100 acr es ) to be used as a I)omain an 
Recr eation Ground or for such other purposes as shall be approved 
by the Board for the term of 50 years a t a pepper corn rent with a 
ri ght of renewal for another 50 yea rs on t he following conditions'. -

( l) That before 31st . Llarch , 1931, a scheme showing:-
( a} Detai l s of construction work proposed ( i ncluding drainage ) 
with proper Eng ineering da ta an d estima tes of cost ; 
(bl The pr ogramme for such construction work indicating the 
period r equire d to complete and the work proposed to be done 
each year; 
( c) The arru.n6 eme nts for finc.ncing such scheme e nd programme ; 
( d) The pur poses for which the l and when r e claimed will be 
used und the condi ticns to be a tto c ;1e d t o £..ny tenure of 
portir· o s required fer other thun Drme in or Recr ea tion pur
poses · e s ubmitted to the Eor rd c.nd such scheme be approv e d 
by t 1e Boa rd. 

(2) Tha t work be stc.rt e d on the app roved sch eme before the 3 1st. 
day of Ua rch , 193 3 , a nd the scheme be c arri e d out a s to time 
e nd other r1ise in accord'.l.n c e with tha progr ar.,me submi tt ed or 
a ny v~ria tion of such scheme a nd prog r a mme t ha t may b e 
Gpprove d by the Eoar d . 

( 3 ) Tha t th e scheme sh e ll d ef i ne the ~r ea cf t he l a nd tr th e Nr rt~ 
wa rd • f the l a nd o.p p lied for from which it is pro pose d tc t c.ke 
ma t eri a l for filling, with t he n r:. ture of dr e dging , depth te 
be dr edged o.nd en0i n eering details • f ever y k ind, and the s a me 
a s part of such scheme end progr c.mm e sha ll be subject t o the 
approva l o f th e Boc r d • 

.:&. "' ' ~u-,,p~ / 

( 4 ) That the 3 o .~rd cle-ee- not c0nsi-d - it .r:ieo.eas r~ gr c nt c.ny 
les.se of th e l ,:nd NorthrJc1.rd of the h .nd ,'.:.pnli ed for , but will 
gra n t pe r mission to dr e dge s poil t her efr om for fil ling in 
a ccor dnnce wi th t he s ch emeJ ~pr o1;r ,,mne n s app roved. 

7 ~ ,, 
( 5) Tp~ t . a ll rents i r r e venue re-cei v od from the l::!nd -f.rnd-1 - , 

bui"L_dings ther ern shn ll be 'Used t o pc..y h e int er est u d in.k
ing ~nd on ,. ny l oe.ns f or c onstJ ·ucti0n vor k , and on t e m~ in
tenance ~nd i mpiov emen..t of t he s~ id a r e a.nd building the e-
on , :.. nd 11ny sur p l us shz,11 .. pp l · ed i; such ;>ublic u r prs ~ 
in th e int erests of the Clty ~ml- h io rd's e l e ct~r:._a 
Di strict J. S sho.11 b e npprqve d by the Ba rd. I 

(6) Tha t the rights of n ll ripJ ri a n o~ners f f e c t e d by th e scheme 
be extin guished fr e e of c ost t o the .Bo ird, e nd tho t no 
ripa rian rights sha l l ~ttnch to t hem.i d ~r ec.. . r 

(?) Tha t this r esolution inc i cd e s tho gener a l princ i p l e s of t he 
Bn□ rd's a ttitud e nn the app li c~ t i on , a nd t hat mat t er s of d e t G5 
a nd conditions s a f eV10.rding t he .::ion.rd' s int er es t a nd en s u rin g 
the c c.rrying out of t he '·rrun gements f. rrive d [.. t she ll b e such 
.:: s shc:11 b e r ec; uir e d b v t h e ":3o,.ir d' s t e chnica l nnd l egc,l 
c..dvis ers. 

(8) Th,-i t the .B oc.rd's Eng in e er c..nd Of fic ers b e nu thor ised t o co
" Pe r c. t e with tho ..-\.uckL.nd Cit y Council's Offic er s ~:nd g iv e c.11 
2.ss isto.nc o in r eg,.rd t c, de t c.i ls th:.: t mny b e d e s ire d to enc,b l o 
o.ny scheme ".nd p rngrumme such c.. s suggest e d t o be f or mul,. t od . 

(9) Thc..t a ny a r~nng ements mn de be subj ect t o enabling l eg i s l a t i cn 
b e ing pass e d by P,.rli ame nt t o the costs of ,.-,hich the .B 0nrd 
sh',;,11 n"t b e c:, lle d on t o c ontri but e . 
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EXTRACI' FROM BOARD IN COMlCTTTEE •S RESOLUTIONS OF TUESDAY 

11TH. Fl1'...J3RUARY 1930. 

1. HOBSON BAY RECREATION AREA. 

Letter from Auckland City Council 11.12.1929 asking 
to be informed if, and under what conditions, the Board 
would be prepared to vest in the Council for recreation 
purposes an area of approximately 100 acres inside the 
western line of the sewer in Hobson Bay; also letter from 
Chairman of Hobson park Memorial Committee 7.2.1930 in 
connection with the same matter. 

That consideration be deferred until next meeting; 
the Superintendent, Engineer and Harbourmaster to report. 
Committee to visit the site. 



The Mayor & Councillors, 
Town Hall, 

AUCKLAND. 

Gentlemen, 

VULCAN BUILDINGS, 

Queen Street, 
Auckland, 

27th Nov. 1929. 

Hobson Memorial Park. 

The tentative plan and sketch drawings kindly 
Prepared by Messrs. Tole & Massey, at the request of those who 
have interested themselves in the preservation of the area 
known as Hobson Bay, lies before you and we beg to submit, on 
the suggestion of His Worship the Mayor, certain proposals for 
consideration. It is thought that the subject should be taken 
in Committee until a further stage in the negotiations has 
been reached. 

The block to which attention is drawn comprises 
approximately 100 acres and lies between Shore Road and the 
sewer line. This area is at the moment vested in the Auckland 
Harbour Board and if the proposals made by us are to be carried 
out, the City Council and the Board ~ust undoubtedly come to an 
understanding. In order that the City may expend the money on 
the work, security of tenure is, we think, essential and we have 
suggested unofficially to members of the Harbour Board that the 
inner area be transferred to the City for a term of say 50 
years in the first instance, at a peppercorn rental, with the 
right of renewal for another 50 years. 

In order, however, that the inner area be re
claimed, it is necessary for some understanding to be arrived 
at so that the portion lying immediately outside the sewer may 
be available for the taking of spoil for filling. This would 
create a lake which would greatly add to the attractiveness o~ 
the scheme and we suggest it should be included in the lease 
asked for. 

As there were difficulties in obtaining estimates 
of cost of the reclamation work, steps have been taken to obtain 
a price from a substantial New Zealand Company and on the basis / 
they quote it would appear that for a sum of £60,000 to £100,000 
(according to height of filling) the area could be reclaimed to 
make it available for all time to the City as a Park and 
Recreation Ground. 

We have worked on the supposition that onee the 
area were available the City would undertake the necessary access 
and subdivisional roading and drainage; also put the land into 
a suitable condition for the purpose indicated. At the same time, 
in the plah submitted, provision is made for permanent exhibition 
buildings, tennis courts, football and cricket grounds, croquet 
and bowling lawns, children's playgrounds, etc. In a tentative 
way, proposals have been made to the Auckland Agricultural and 
Pastoral Association which has indicated through its executive 
officers, that it would be prepared to establish permanent build
ings, the estimated cost of which exceeds £50,000, provided 
security of tenure were assured for a long period and to pay a 
very considerable annual rental. 



2 . 

The ccmputation made points to an assured.income 
from the sources mentioned of approximately £3, 000 per annum, 
which, if the work could be done for the less er amount named 
above, would cover interest on the cost of the project and if 
the sinking fund were made l ow enough, leave a very trivi al 
sum to be found each year by the City to repay the sinking fund. 

From inquiries made among members of the Harbour 
authorities, there appears to be a most sympathetic attitude 
existing, and by an arrangement between the City Council and 
Board, we believe this area could be handled on the lines in
dicated. 

In view of the unrivalled possibilities offered to 
the City in this area it is urged that no time be lost in 
bringing the matter to finality and that the Harbour Board be 
immediately approached and a definite offer made on behalf of 
the City that if satisfactory terms are given, the block will 
be reclaimed and utilised for the purposes indicated. The 
plans apd drawings prepared by Messrs. Tole & Massey have been 
submitted to Messrs. Grierson Aimer & Draffin who have 
enthusiastically approved of them. · 

The contractors state that they will be prepared 
to start on the area and complete their part of the under
taking within two or three years. 

The improved access and shortening of route to a 
very large portion of Eastern suburbs and the general better
ment of the locality afford additional reasons for favourable 
consideration by the City of the proposals made. 

Assuring you of our desire to help in every way 
and trusting that the proposals may be favourably considered 
by the City Council. 

Yours faithfully, 

For the Hobson Bay Pr~servation Committee 

L.P. Leary, 

James Coates 
Fred Earl 
Geo. H. Wilson 
H.P. Richmond 

Chairman. 

Chas. Rhodes 
Geo. Fowlds 
o. Nicholson 
E.B. Ormiston, 

Hon. Seery. 
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8. BOA.2 Il.11...u30U , HO.BS01l B.:cr. 

Le tter fro.r. :District :1ngineer , Public ·.1orks Dep<1rt1:1ent 

11.9.1929 stating that the Ro~nll New ~euland Yacht sriuadron 

was asking that the nrea in Hobson :Bay inside the ··faterf'ront Ro 1d 

be set aside t.1s a boat harbour , that this would necessi tute the 

raising of the brid6e 4 feet, c:1nd asking if the Bou.rd ,,ould 

contribute to,ards the cost. 

That the matter be referred to the Board in Co11u.ittee . 

1. .J. LJG:, , /..,·"'·'-"•'ON J.' rlO..ill I liOBJUH .d \.Y. 



EASTERN BOAT HARBOUR 
~ ....,..,_,___~L!/. ~ 

UNFAVOURABLE REPORT 
ON HOBSON BAY PLAN 

EXPENDITURE UNWARRANTED 

The scheme proposed by the Royal 
New Zealand Yacht Squadron that u 
boat harbour should be formed in the 
tr iangular a r ea between the Water
front Road and the railway embank
ment in Hobson Bay came before the 
Harbour Board yesterday. 

In a letter, the district engineer of 
t he Public Works Department asked 
whether the board was prepared to 
contribute toward the cost of raisiug 
No. 2 bridge on the road 4 ft. to per
mit of launches passing beneath it. 

The matter was urgent because the 
department pr oposed Immediately to 
proceed with t he br idge. If raised 
as proposed, it would permit launches 
rising 7ft. 6in. above t he waterline to 
pass beneath. The estimated cost of 
raising th e bridge ran from £ 668 for 
one foot to £ 5,70U ror five fee<. For 
four feet it was £ ;},437. 

Iteporting, the boards engineer, Mr. 
D. Holderness, safd the design of the 
bridge as appro,·ed in April gave a 
clear ance of 6ft 6in at mean high 
water. T he area was dry at low 
water spring tide except for a channeJ 
leading to a br idge in the railway ~m~ 
bankment. The channel was bemg 
dredged by the P ublic Works Depart
ment, an operation which might affect 
the use of the area by pleasure craft. 

The. engineer considered tl1at as the 
board had spent a large sum in con
nection with t he St. Mary's Bay boat 
harbour it shou ld not be called UJ)on 
to spend more on a new scheme, par
ticularly in view of the depth of 
water and means of access. 

The board-in-committee wlll report. 

' HOBSON BAY. 

HEIGHT OF BRIDGE. 
/4 ~ ·"· ,,c,'I' 

QUESl'ION OF BOAT HARBOUR. 

Mr. H. R. Jenkins, M.P., write~: "I 
was di~appointed to read .in Wcdne~duy'n 
"Star" a paragraph showing that the 
Auckland Harbour Board Tefused· to con• 
t ribute towards the extra CO'St of rais• 
ing the bridge about t o be constructed 
O\'er Hobaon Bay outlet so as to enable 
boats to pass underneath at any tide

1 
the boa'rd indicating t hat provision lrnd 
already been made to supply a. boat liar• 
hour a nd giving as a rea~on the shallow 
nature of the bay when the tide is out. 
By this attitude the board is dctcrminell 
to acid to and perpetuate the folly of 
t he pa:st in connection with thie and 
similar areas in the loeality. The sur
round ing shm·es prom ise to he the m~t 
popular and most thickly populated 
residential area about Auckland, and the 
t ime will come when another boat liar• 
bour will be a nece~ity. Why should these 
present and the future residents o\\·ning 
boats be compelled to keep them at the 
other end of the city in St. Mary's Day 
when with little expense this area could 
be made available? 

"The t ime iiS not far d istant when that 
area ly ing between the river on the wet!t, 
t11e railway embankment on the north, 
and Orakei Road on the sou th, which 
to-day is practica11y a mud flat, will 
need to be reclaimed. This could be done 
b,v pumping Cfllt and deepening the 100 
acres under question, in the one ca .. ;;e 
making a deep water launch J1arbour, 
n nd in the other making a park of t:iome 
50 acres and more. Unless provi.:;ion is 
made to enable dredging and otlwr craft 
to pass under this projected bridge, it 
will be closed for all time. A yacht 
harbour ie not asked for, for it would 
make the bridge too costly to enable 
boats with permanent masts to pllss 
uudcrncath. It is e.stimated that it will 
cost £3437 to raise the bridge an <·xtrn 
4ft making in a11 Oft 6in a hove high 
water. That is, in my opinion, a very 
small sum when the aclvantag-e,; that 
would eventually accrue are taken foto 
account. This cost, I understand, would 
be divided between three or four dif. 
fe rent public irnstitutions." 

Yachtsmen Want 
~,.,. Better Moorings 
MINISTER APPROACHED 

LANDS' DEPARTMENT· OFFER 

Stressing the ueed !or a su itable 
clearance under the bridge over the 
Hobson Bay portion of the road to 
Orakei, a deputation met the Hon. E. 
A. Ransom, Minister of Public Works, 
this morning. 

As its leader, Mr. H. R. Jenkins, M.P., 
explained, it came to ex.press thanks 
rather than to make a request, for it 
had been learned that the Govern
ment Lands Department h-:,d made a 
generous offer ot. assistance. 

l ntroducing the deputation, Mr. 
Jenkins said t hat each year a por tion 
h ad been clipped from the boat h ar
bours of Auckland. '!'he Harbour 
Board's boat harbour would soon be 
over-taxed, a nd the only one now Jett 
was the Hobson Bay area. Ir the bridge 
went over it, that, too, would be 
closed. It might be said that five
feet clearance had been given, but it 
was not nearly enough. Even 11 feet 
was only ba r ely sufficient. 

" I am pleased to be able to 
t hank the Lands Department for 
t he offe r of £500 toward the cost 
of £1,000 to £1,200 for providing 
t he bridge with an 11ft clearance," 
he added. 0 What we now want 
is local body support." 

Mr. H. 0. W iles, commodor e-elect 
of the Auckland Power Boat Associa
tion, said a t least a 10ft clearance 
was necessary. The possible danger 
to traffic of high bridges could be 
got over by a llowing only one-way 
traffic at a time. He was sure that 
the A.A.A. would co-opera te will
ingly. 

By dredging, a beautiful harbour 
could be secured, b e added, Instead of 
yachtsmen having to moor boats a 
Jong way from their h omes. 

Mr. C. Palmer, representing the 
yachting and boating Inter ests gener
ally, said the present scheme for a 
five-toot clearance would cause 
trouble a nd loss ot life in the future. 
He claimed that definitely. 

"Boating is a line h ealthy sport, 
keeping our boys out of saloons and 
racecourses," said Mr. Wiles, in indi
cating the present attitude of the 
City Council toward the proposal. 

"Well, It r emains only for you to 
see what can be done here," said the 
Minister. 

'fbe deputation then withdrew. 



17th. September r 9 

l'he Supt:rintendent. 

WATERFRONT RO.AD BRIDGr1 - HOBSON BAY. 

(Public Works Dept 1s. letter dated 11.9.1929.r 

l'he plans of the waterfront bridges were submitted to 
the Bo 11rd and approved on the 30th April 1929. The 
clea r ance provided a t me ~n high water is 6.47 feet, high 
wate r springs rise 1.83 feet higher, imd ut this time the 
clear ,nce is re duced to 4ft. 8ins. 

The Department sta tes that repres enta tions hhve been 
made to have the bridge raised about 4 feet and they 
estima te the Jdditional cost of this at, •.•••••••••• £3, 437.10. o. 

l'he area inside the bridge v,111 be dry at low water 
spring tides except :for the channel whioh is being dredged 
by the J)epartment, from the site o:f this bridge up to the 
bridge in the railway embankment; whioh :faot must lil!lit its 
use as a bost harbour. 

l'he Board is spendings l a r ge sum o:f money in the 
oonstruotion o:f a properly equipped boa t harbour at St . llary 1 s 
Bay , and I do not consider tha t it should be culled upon to 
bear any part o:f the cost of raising the bridge in the 
waterfront roadwf\Y, partioulJ.r]y i n view o:f the limitation o:f 
this site a s regards depth o:f T'/8 ter nnd rest1 icted acce sa. 

Letter returned herewith. 

1'"lNGINE~m TO '!ID} BO J ID . 



PAN-PACIFIC EXHIBITION 
~ New Plan for Hobson Bay" 1~., 

"SO"' / 
PERMANENT PARK AREA 

(THEJ SUN'S Parliamentary Rcpo1·tcr) 

P.ARLIA1IEN'l' BLDGS, 'l'hursday. rlAT Hobson Bay should be drained and reclaimed, and 
turned into an exhibition park, just as Lake J,ogan in 

Dunedin was in 1925, is the suggestion of l\fr. J. S. }<'!etcher, 
M.P., made to a reporter of The Sun today. 

Mr. Fletcher claims that the time 
is ripe for Auckland to prepare for a 
pan-Paci.fie exhibition on the lines of 
the Dunedin one, with the building 
of a special park. After the exhibi
tion the land could be turned over to 
the Auckland city and used as a plea
sure ground and sports area, as Logan 
Pa~k ls, half of it being lent to the 
University. The Dunedin City Coun
cil has obtained the park from the 
Otago Harbour Board at a peppercorn 
rental, and now it is one of the finest 
playing areas in New Zealand. 

Mr. Fletcher claims that Auckland 
could give employment to a large num
ber of men in such work, and besides 
could erect on the ground a perman
ent exhibition building such as is de
sired by the executive of the Winter 
Show. This building could be used 
for the exhibition and then handed 
over to the Winter Show Committee, 
and the rent would eventually pay for 
its construction. 

Mr. Fletcher suggested that the 
Mayor should call a meeting of those 
interested, and he could be assured 
of success in forming a company to 
run the exhibition. The proposal 
could be put through with out expense 
to the public, and Auckland should 
provide a surplus for investors be
cause of the greater population. The 
return in Dunedin to investors was 16s 
for £ 1, besides au enormous increase 
of trade in the city. After the forma
tion of the company the aid of Japan, 
Dutch East Indies, Australia, United 
States, and Canada, in fact all the 
Pacific countries, could be sought. 

Mr. Fletcher thinks that the success 
of such an exhibition would be a fore
gone conclusion. 

KEEN INTEREST ROUSED 

the beauty and future of Auckland at 
heart could do otherwise but accept 
it." r 

Mr. Gummer, who is a member of 
the Town Planning Association, scid 
that in mentioning the word "investi
gation" there was, of course, the ques
tion of cost. The site would h ave to 
be properly reclaimed, and the ap
proach roads-their numbe r and grade 
considered. 

"I can see no objection to the site," 
he added. "There is no reason why 
an exhibition should necessarily be 
in the middle of the city, where pos
sibly the surroundings would not be 
so suitable or beautiful. When people 
go to an exhibition, they do not dodge 
in and out. They go there for an 
acternoon or an evening, and a differ
ence of even a quarter of an hour in 
travelling would be neither here nor 
there. 

"For that matter, from the point of 
view of the trams, the distance to 
Hobsou Bay is no greater tbau was 
the distance to the Domain, the site 
of the last exhibition." 

CLOSE EXAMINATION 
Mr. G. Finn, president or the l\Ianu

facturers' Association, said he was 
perfectly ln sympathy with the idea 
that Hobson Bay should be converted 
into a park area-it was o..n ideal spot 
for that purpose. With regarc:I to the 
exhibition proposal, the matter was 
purely one of opinion. It would be 
necessary for all sections of the com
munity to take active part in such a 
scheme and the proposition would 
have to be given very full and care
ful investigation. 

"IN FULL SUPPORT" 
Mr. E. V. Blake, town-planning ex

pert and member of the Town Plan, 
ning Association, made the following 
statement:-

"Without a full survey or all factors 
affecting t he city's development 
'(which has not yet been nmde) lt 
would not be wise at this stage to say 
what the ultimate development or the 

"EXCEEDINGLY BRIGHT IDEA" whole of the Hobson Bay area should 
be. 

Representative citizens, inter- ti~J f:;' }:cl~\~ s~p:~;1~~/::iesug;,.~~ 
viewed this morning, were unani- for the s ite of a greo.t exhibition, and 
niously of opinion that the sug~ also as a memorial to Governor Hob-
gestlon made by Mr. Fletcher son, the purposes to which this r eclam, 
merited close investigation, while ation should afterwards be 1mt, could 
one or two expressed enthusiasm be gone into more fully as the town 
over the exhibition proposal. plan of Auckland develops. I do not 
"As a citizen, I consider the Idea see how the whole of the Hobson Bay 

an excellent one, with great possible area can remain for all time as au 
advantages to the future of Auckland's open space, but there is no reason 
growth and progress," said Mr. W. H. why with proper planning utility and 
Gummer, ot Gummer and Ford, archi- beauty should not be combined." 
tects. DIFFICULT PROBLEM 

"As an architect, I should say that The proposal has not yet heen 
the idea of thus utilising Hobson Bay placed before the Auckland Harbour 
ls au exceediugly bright one, demand- Board, but lt is said that the questiou 
ing the fullest investigation. If the of r eclamation presents a serious pro
bay is formed for such a purpose, it blem, as Hobson E,1y is a much larger 
will mean that this portion of the city and more difficult proposltlon than 
ls reserved for the publlc for all time, was Lake Logan at Dunedin. More
with appropriate facilities for recrea- over it is a question as to whether 
tion. the board's dredges would be suitable 

FIX ING THE PROBLEM for the work. Anothe r aspect of the 
"Moreover, whereas the future of I s ituation is claimed to be th,1t the 

the area may be lert Indefinite for a board has a full programmo or work 
considerabl time to come. this propo~ for its dredges extending over a period 
sal would fix it. No citizen who has of vearA. 

FU'l'URE 
I ./ 

PETITION 

01!' HOBSON BAY. 
-1:J.. i .2. 

TO PARLIAMENT. 

REPORT BY COMMITTEE. 

[nr TELEGRAPH.-SPl':C'rAL REPORTER.] 

WELLINGTOX, Wednesday. 
A petition signed hy Mr. G. Baildon, 

Mayor o( Auckland, and others, and pray
ing that no further rcdarnalion (or rail
way pul'poses should be allowed at llobson 
Bay was rPportcd on to the House of 
Representatives by the Railways Commit
tee to-day. 

As the subject of the pet.ition was 
undnr consideration lw the Government. 
the committee stated Uiat it had no recom
mendation to make. 



DISFIGURIXG HOBSON AY. 
----•---'<;,f,'J ~ 

TuE deputation that waited on the 
Minister of Public Works with refer
ence to Hobson Bay was fully jusf i
fied i11 asserting that all Auckland 
was behind it. Its spokesmen natur
ally emphasised the concern of resi
dents whose harbour outlook would 
be impaired by the placing there of 
railway assembling yards, but the 
matter is one of concern to the city 
at large. This fact was acknow
ledged bY, the Minister in his frank 
declaration that the question is one 
of ,-ital interest to the whole com
munity, that he himself views it as 
important, and that he will make 
representations accordingly to Cabi
net. To the assertion of unanimous 
anxiety that Hobson Bay shall be 
preserYed from commercial spolia
tion it may be retorted by some that 
the Harbour Board, which in part 
is representatirn of Auckland, has 
been a party to the project of re
clamation and industrial use of the 
area, and that therefore the claim 
that the whole city is moved to pro
test can be dismissed as rhetorical 
hyperbole. At one time it was 
generally understood that the Har
bour Board was bent on a s1,cedy 
reclamation of the bay with a view to 
the erection of factories and "'are
houses on a portion of the land re
daimed. , In .July of 1927 its en
gineer, in a report sent on to Joc,'1 
bodies for their comment, apparently 
spoke its mind. ' .'The board will 
not, be prepa.red," he said, "to alicn-
1.te in any way its rights to the area 
vhich will be gradually rcclaime, 
s space is required for the dcposi' 

. ion of drcdgings, and as the de 
mand for Hat land for industrial 
de,·clopment close to the city ancl 
railway renders it desirable." · A~ 
soon as what seemed to be a, state
ment of tho policy of tho board was 
made public there was an outcry, 
,vhich has not <:cased. Since then, 
J:iowc\"Cr, the IIarbot>r Board has 
disclaimed any intention of putting 
surh a project in carlr operation, 
and the eit;·, for the time being, is 
o[ one mind about it. 

So far as the Harbour Board is 
concerned, its programme for the 
next t" cnty years does not include 
the commercialising of the area, and 
there has been urged on its behalf 
that it has been the guardian of the 
people of Auck land in the conserrn
tion of the bay. To its Yigilanco 
hns bcou [lttributccl lhe fact that the 
area inside the railway e1nhankment 
has not let been reclaimed. Mem
bers o[ tho board have avowed thcm
scl\"Cs to be anxious to sarn the 
beauties c,f the foreshore. As far 
as it goes, all this is cddc,wo that 
fhc present hoard is prepared to 
ahidc by public opinion. Yet this 
g-iYC'S <·ilizcns no guarantee at all 

I 
that the commcrcialisiug project 
"ill he definitely and finally al,an
doncd. 'rho bed of the ba.r, in
c·l uded in the hoard's endowments in 

1871, is part of the board's security 
fo its bondholders, and at any time 
the board may feel constrained, 
therefore, to turn the area to profit
earnin_g purposes. The temptation 
to do lhis may prnvc stronger than 

, aesthetic tastes or CYCn solemn 
I promises, nnd in any event the board 

has but limited power to biPd ils 
successors. Stfltutory enactment 
has giYcn the Harbour Board cer
tain rights; nothing short of statu
tory enactment can giYc effect to 
Auckland's wish that fm· all time this 
remaining Ycstigc of the hcautcous 
ha,·s of the city front shall be sa,·ed 
from absorption in a drab commercial 
quarter. 

The intention of the Haihrny De
partment, howcYcr, was the particu
lar subjett of the protest ,·oiced h;
the deputation. Br an arrange
ment made in 191 ,!, lhe department 
acquii-cd righls to a consiclerahlc 
a1·ca for its purpose-the con sf rue
lion of the waterfront railway. l[ 
there had been acquired by the 
department merely the right lo a 
strip sufficient for its necessary em
bankment, little could ham been 
said. But it was to get, out of 330 
acres to be rec:laimcd, 1-13 acres for 
shunting yards and engine sheds
the balance of the reclamation lo be 
di,·ided into 60 acres for a park and 
l4i acres for industrial an<l com
mercial buildings. Doubt has been 
raised as f.o whether the depart
·,cnt will need its allotted acreage, 
and it is understood now that the in
tention is lo use the assembling 
yards and their adjnncts for electric 
engines and thus ob,-iate the smoke 
nuisance. These indications-the,· 
are no more fhan hints-of a me,Jif,-1 
cation of lhc departmental inten
tions may denote a readi_ne..§s lo bow 
tci public opinion; but it would be 
foolish to desist from protest because 
of them. Thus modified, the project 
still makes an objectionable demand. 
Vast reclamation would still be 
necessary, and so vandalism be com
mitted. Some members of the depu
tation contended that there were 
more economical locations for the 
contemplated assembling yards; if 
so, the reclamation project is wholly 
without even the semblance of war
rant. . 0[ one thing the Minister of 
Public Works has been justifiably 
assured: the people of this city will 
view as unforgivable desecration the 
disfiguring of this bay for the sake 
of merely utilitarian advantage. 

HOBSON BA~'S ~I}T ~E. 
t 

C_LAIM f.OR ,PRESERV_ATJON. 

STRONG PLEA IQ MINISTER. \ 

"DUS'I'.-BIN .A.T FRONT DOOR." 

''Tt,cre is probably no city in whi<'h 
natural beauty has been abused as it has 
in Auckland," said Mr. H. R. Je11kins 
M.~., m introducing a very largo dcpu: 
tation on tho Hobson Bay railway as
sembly yards proposal to the Minister of 
Public , vorks, the Hon. E. A. Ransom, 
on Saturday. 

Mr. Jenkins said the hints which had 
been thrown out regarding the Railways 
Depa~tmenL's intentions had produced a 
unanimous outcry. It was not a case of 
a few citizens taking exception to an un
p~e~sant_ outlook. The proposal touched 
c1 vie pride far afield. uThe members uf 
tho . deputation feel very keenly on the 
subJect, and are of tr,e opinion that when 
they met Mr. Coates before the elec
tion he treated them in a rather off-hand 
m~n_ner,'' he added. He hoped the new 
Mi_m_ster would see how strongly public 
op1mon was allied against further en
croachment on the waterfront. 

Mr. L. P. Leary said ho had been re
quested to express tho regrets of the 
:Mayor, Mr. G. Baildon, for absence from 
the deputation. There was no hint of 
tho ruination of Hobson Bay when the , 
scheme started, Mr. Leary added. Citi
zens had regarded the bay as a recreatiou 
area. which would come to them, 

Unanimity ol Opinion. 
Thc1·0 was a civic clamour from all soc

tionR of the community when it becamo 
k~o,~n that the area might be indus
trialised. _All three Aucklrmd newspapers 
were unanimous-a most unusual event. All 
s~.ades of political opinion and all classes 
were JOi ne<l. It was not a. case of a few 
householders with a complaint. Prominent 
in tho protests were members of tho 
medical profession, lawyers, the trade 
unions. The voice of the clergy was 
strong- .the Church of England, tho Non. 
confonmsts and the Jewish Church were 
of one opinion. 

"1'he front door is not the p]acn for 
the d~stbin-that sums up tho argumenb 
we wish to place before you," continued 
Mr. Leary. '!'he objections might ho 
passed off as trivial on the ground that 
a small corner was wanted for a. few 
sheds. Once the nucleus was there, there 
might be no limit to the industrialisation 
of ' 1m diminishing waterfront. Residents 
of Remuera had bought U.eir home51 on 
the assumption that the outlook would 
remain unimpaired. 

Restraining Hand Urged. 
'11own-planning regulations were not 

binding on the Harbour Board or the Gov
ernment, and 1·esidents who feared the 
consequences of railway extensions could 
secure no protection through that channel. 
Such schemes were designed without full 
considerat10n being given to the irrepar-

1 
able damage to natural beauties. It was 
not for tho public to instruct expert en
gineers ir. tl.e selection of sites for neces
sary works. The engineers could solve 
the problem without ~(..J ;g the offence 
which progress with tins scheme would 
P.atail. 

"I think I can say without exaggera
tion that if the projec:t is allowed to go 
fol'thcr tho bay will be turned into a 
plag-ue spot," said Mr. Leary. ".Men 
hav.e schemes whict; are the darlings of 
then· hea.rts, and I suggest a restrain ing 
hand should bo put on them if this is 

l their intzntion. \Ve ask you of your 
mercy, sir, spare us• this bay. " 

Minister's Appreciation. 

Mr. P. II. Upton said Hobson Bay was 
, one of tho few spots left to delight tlto 

f')'O and earn tho prai~o of tho Yi!-ilm· 
to Auckland. llo had persorrnlly pointed 
the Lny out to a visitor from overseas, 
wt,o bad expressed horror that any 
scheme for mdustrialisation shoul<l be on
tei-lainC'd, 

iii•. J. Patk said tho proposal conlll not 
be justifird on tho ground:; o~ . ec:onom)·. 
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I SPOILING HOBSON BAY. Citizens Sign 
SAVE THE HISTORIC. SPOT. Strong Petition 
PETITION TO PARLIAMENT. • J ' 

DEPUTJ.TIO~ TO rRBfE :111CTISTER. 

It i, tho opinion of the Robson Day 
Prescn-ation Committee tl1at with the 
contemplated railway works t110 beauty 
of Hobson Day is cloomcd. 

'\Vith the object, therefore, of cnd<'nx
ouring to save this historic spot ns nnwh 
as possible some two lrnndrccl pro1nincnt 
Au<>klaud business and profc&sional men 
aro about to pctiiiou }"larliarurnt a~ki11g 
that certain ra.ilwa~r \Yorks should not 
ho gone on with. Br rcclam11.tion and 
public work.,; alrC'ady in progrc&s it is 
contended tI1at the beautiful sea front 
of .Auckland has Leen spoiled in appear• 
ance, and it is desirable that further 
operations of a i:;imilar cliaracter should 
be abandoned. /\s ::i matter of fact, nc 
fundamenl:tl principlC'B provided for in 
tho Town Planning .\.e:t, 1026, would be 
violated. 

Among the ~ignitlories to tl10 petition 

I are An:hbi::.hop .Averill, Bishop Cleary. 
members or the 'L""_nh·crsity College Coun
cil, ~fayor:, of various borough~. ml'mlx•n;, 
<•i the ..,\U<_'kland hranch o{ the British 
)Icdical • .\ssociation and merchant::;, 
lal\·ycrs and engineers. 

It is proposed to arrange an influent.fa.I 
deputation to wait 011 the l,rimc )linister 
wlwn he is next in Auckland. 

Mr. J. S. Dickson, ~LP. for Parnell, 
was waited on yc;:;terda.y by a i::;trong 
deputation and rcqnest.ed to present tbt? 
petition to Parliament. It was explained 
to him what was the weight or th'? 
matter in the crcs of tlic public nml 
that a prcYious threat as to the ~afcty 
of Hobson Bay bad been tl,c subject 
of vigorous protest from all sections of 
the community. 

:!\fr. Dickson said 110 wonld be pleased 
to present the petition, which would be 
g-iven all publicity possible. Ile asked 
the members of tbe deputation if public 
opinion would be favourable to th11 
proposed assembling yards being placed 
in the 45 acres of shallow water of Hob• 
son Bay between the sewer and Orakei. 
He sucmested it would not be so much 
of an ee)~e.rnre there. 

The members of the deputation said 
the object of the petition was to keep 
all railway builclings out of Ho.bson B:1y 
a,1togetber, becam~e onc:c t1ny mdustrwl 
centre of any r,;ort was commenced there 
it would only be a matter of time before 
tbe wl10le bay was filled. 

Mr. Dickson then made tl1e statem~nt 1 

that he was aware the ..Auckland City 
Council itself was proposing the com· 
n1ercialisation of the 45 acres in question 
by runninf'.I" a road roughly through the 
cCntre of iL and soiling ihe sites thereby 
created on both :-;iclcs for tommerri~l 
purposes. It a.ppearc<~ that s~ far th_1s 
matter was only- being considered m 
c~nmmittee, hut ~Ir. Dickson assurecl t1.1e 
deputation that F-_uch a s~hemc wns in 
contemplation. 'Re stated that 1H•, ~.?. 

member for Parnell, was thoroughly rn 
accord with the prayer of the petition 
and would briug it before Parl_inment at 
the c.'ltli~t nMsihle oooortumt,y. 

HOBSON BAY PROPOSAL 

PROJECTED RAILWAY WORKS 

Supported by the signatures of 
over 200 Auckland people, a petition 
asking that certain railway works 
contemplated in Hobson Bay 
should not be gone on with, will be 
presented to Parliament by Mr. J. 
S . Dickson, M.P. 
The petitioners say that the eastern 

suburbs of the city are now, or will be 
in the ' future, used almost exclusively 
for residential purposes, and that they 
lie on gently•sloping hills having a 
frontage to the Waitemata. 

One of the first views of Auckland 
from the harbour ls Hobson JJay and 
the railway works would involve the 
disfigurement of the prospect, both 
from land :"t.nd sea, and would tend to 
create an industrial area. 

"For many years, by '"eclamntion and 
public works, the beautiful sea front 
of Auckland has been gradually altered 
in character and spolled in a.ppearance," 
continues the petition. "It is desirable 
that further operations of this charac
ter should be abandoned." 

It adds in addition that the construe-I ~l~~a~~nt~~ t~~r~!nc7a.
0
n~~~1~f~!;

1~~::1e~ 
provided for in the Town-Planning Act, 
1926, because of the disfigurement of 
the waterfront and the serious inter
ference with ·the amenities of the 
neighbourhood. 

COMMITTEE'S ACTIVITI ES 
The petition is the r esult of the acti• 

vities of the Hobson Bay Preservation 
Committee, and on behalf of the com
mittee it was presented to Mr. Dick• 
son at 2.15 p.m. yesterday by M:r. L. P. 
Leary. Mr. Dickson said .. hat he was 
thoroughly in sympathy with the peti
tioners. 

Among those whose signatures sup
port the petition are the Mayor (!\Ir. G. 
Bail don), Archbishop Averill and 
Bishop Cleary, members of the Univer
sity College Council headeil by the pre-" 
sident( Sir Ge·orge Fowtds). Mayors of 
various boroughs, members of the 
Auckland branch of the British Medi
cal Association, and leading business 

m~r·1s proposed to arrange an Jn.1uen
tial deputation to wait on the Prime 

:Unister when he Is next in Auckland. 

· SAVING HOBSON BAY. 

PETITION TO PARLIAMENT. 

RAILWAY WORKS PROJECT. 

VIGOROUS PROTEST MADE. 

A pctitic,l! signed hy over 200 promin
ent Aucklan<l business and professional 
men, heade<l Ly the Mayor. as.king that 
certain ra,ilway works contempla.ted in 
Uobson Bay should not Le gone on with, 
will ~hortly be presented to Pal'liamcnt 
by ~[r. J S. Dickson, M.1'. 

The petitioners !)tatc they have heen 
informed it is the intention of the Railway 
Department to construct railwny works1 
other than the through line already con-
1.;tructe<l, in Hobson Bay. Tho reasons 
given for asking that these should not bo 
proceeded with are that the eastern sub
urbs of the city aro now, or will be in 
the futurr, used almost C:\.tlusivcly for 
t·esidential purpo:ses, and that these suburbs 
liP. upon gently ~lopin~ hills, h:wing ,i 

fror.tage to the \\'aitcmuta. 

Ono of the first views or Auckland on 
entering the harbour JS Hobson Bay and 
tho rising land surrounclinp; it, and the 
cou:>tl'uction of railway works ·would in
vohp the disfigurement of tho prospect or 
Hobson Bay, both from the land and from 
tho sea, and would tend to c-1 eate an in
dustrial arcd. By reclamation and public 
torks the bMutiful sea front or Auckland 
1rncJ been gradually altered in chal'acter 
n:1 I spoiled in appearance, and it was 
dei,irul.Jle thLJt further operations or this 
character should be abandoned. 

In addition, tho construction of tho 
works would constitute a violation of the 
fundamental principles provided for in 
tho Town Planning Act, 1926, because of 
tho disfigurement of tho waterfront and 
serious interference with tho amenit ies of 
the neighbourhood. 

'l't.o petit10: is the result of the activi
ties or the Hobson Hay Preservation Com
mittee, and it is pl'oposed to arrang:c an 
influential deputation to wait on the Prime 
Minister whPn he 1s next m Auckland. 
Included among the petitioners are Arch
bishop A ,·eriJJ and Bishop Cleary, mem
bers of the University Collcgo Council, 
inc:luding the pr·esident, 8ir George 
}'owlds, and professors; l\Jayors or various 
horoughs, members of the .\uckland branch 
(if tho British )fedical ~\ssociation, in
duding the presi~ent, Dr. G. B. Swecl; 
merchants. lawyers and engineer!-. 

CITY .\ND HOBSON B.\ Y. 
.., ) 

NO COMMERCIAL PROPOSAL. 

"BARKING UP THE WRONG TREE." 

"Barking up tho wrong hec>," said tho 
~fayor, ~[r: G. Baildon, yesterda)•, · 
iill::i~\·cr to a statement attributed to )lr. 
J S. Dickson. :\LP. for Parnell, that 
the Aurkland City Council proposetl to 
•'-Ommerciahse aa area of 45 acres in Hoh
~oo Bay between the sewer and Orakei. 
\fr. Dickson was reported to have saic) 
t.he matter was still in tho committee 
stn~e, but it was proposed to run a road 
through the centre of the nrea, nnd sell 
81les on hoth sides for commercinl pu•·· 
poses. 

1'Tho onlv aspect under which we han) 
~~1:--0~:-;:-.ed I-ioh~Pn 1;;1y b in c·m1mdicin 
~,·1th the ~<·heme, wlir1·eby the Hnrhon:· 
n oanl IS \\"ii!illg" tf\ g1\'c the C'Olltlf".l .\ 

!nng- !f•a:-,, of ;1 pnrtioti oi tlw ha;-· ,,·ith IL<" 
iclea that it ~houlJ lip 1('d,1irn1•d f(11· 

i'E'ti•u1lional purpO-.('-..'' ad1ll',I \fr. 11;1:!11011. 
"\.\'e crrJain!.'· h:,n• nu 1<ll'a Ii 1·orn
tJ1l'l ·1·1;di.---i11::., tltt· ;Hl' ,\," 



A n:KL\XD'S FOREi:;H!)IlE. 

t • '°1, .... 1). 
There is every rcar-;on for prornpt 

action to mako P arliarucnt aware 
thal it is the <leter,ninat.ion of Auck
land to resist further attempts io 
disligure the waterfront of the city. 
\\ hat has happened through man,v 
years is a matter of regrettable his
lor.r in the main. Some things WPre 
innitablc in the adn,nccmcnl oi the 
rity, no douhi; but aJwa~·s there has 
brcu loo little regard for the beauty 
of the waterfront on the part of 
those cntrnsled with power to work 
lh<'ir will. Their methods ha, c 
o(•<.:asionaIIy hecll so l'landestinc ai::; 
to suggest that they were fully '"'·arc 
of the risk of eneountering popular 
opposition: they have pursued their 
purpose with prfra<"y until it was too 
late for protest to be of much 
an,il. There has heeu so much of 
this sort of thin.<: that a Jemand io 
know rxactly a]! that is now <:on
tc111plaied is in order. In this in
i--fatl(:C there is an understanding 
that r·rrtain disfiguring \\Ork is pro
jected in tonncction wiLb railway 
de, clopme1rts. Citizeus have a 
right to know precisely what is in• 
tended and to resist strenuously 
any detrimeutal prnjcct. The peti
tion lo Pal'!iameut is to be sup
ported by an influential deputation 
to the Prime ) linistcr; it should be 
charged with the cluty of dell)and
ing a plain sialement of facts and 
an assurance ihat respect "ill be 
paid to considcrnlions othP1· !han 
those of departmental poliC'y. Citi
zens should assert ( heir right to 
know exactly "bat is being con
sidered. It may he innocuous. On 
lhe other hand, it ma,v he sheer 
vandali!::m. Kot another inc.:h of the 
foreshore sh,ould l,c cxploit~d in the 
way thai has lieeomc :i clisc1·cdit. and 
a scandal. l t may l,c too late in 
a few weeks. as h~rrtoforc, to pro• 
sent ohjectit)u, Those iu authority 
should be pressed to sa,• what ( he~· 
propose, and i [ it he open to objec
liou that ohjcet ion should be pre 
sented in ,1 fashion thaL tannot be 
sai'~l.,· gainsaid. 

TO ,SAVE HOBSON BAY 

PETITION TO PARLIAMENT 

RECLAMATIONS OPPOSED, 

(TJJE SUX'S Parliamc?t.tarv Rcporl c,·) 

WELLINGTON, Wednesda;-. 
That no further reclamations be 

ma<lo for railway or industrial pur
poses in Hobson Bay is tho plea of 
a. petition p1·esentcd to Parliament by 
!\Ir. J . S. Dlcltson ye::Jterday. 

Archbishop A Ycrlll, Bishop Cleary, 
nnd the :\!ayor of Auckland are the 
first of 200 signatoric8, who point out 
that Parn(.>11, Remucra, Oro.kei ancl 
'l'a1T}aki ,vest are a lmost exclusively 
residentia l districts, tho charm of 
which liei:; in tho cxtraordinai·y natural 
beauty of tho prospect OYCr tho har
bo1.1r and Hauraki Gulf. 

'l'ho passjng of tho •rown -pl::mnin~ 
A<'t is cited aM <'Vidcncc oC the Govcrn
menl's recognition of the wisdom and 
public duty of 11rcsc1·vin:; objects ot 
natural beauty, and of t-c•parating in 
dustrial from rc~identinl areas, and 1t 
i:i :stated that the principh•s of that 
J\ct would bo Yiolatcd b y the proposed 
works. 

Tho petition wa~ 1.·c[c>rrcd lo the 
Railways Commttt<'P. 

HARBOUR RECLAMATION' HOB80N llAY"S FuTCHK 

THREATENED BEAUTY. FE AR S OF DISFI GU REMENT. 

PETITION TO "PARLIAMENT. 
RAILWAY PLANS FEARED. 

1:, T.ELEGlUl'H.-Sl'.Ef'IAL ltH•OLtTEH,. • 

HOBSON BAY PROSPECT. WELLiliGTOX, \l'cducsday. 
'1110 ohjcchons or tho people of Auck~ 

land to U1e conversion 0£ Hobson Bay intu 
(By Telegraph.- Parllamcntary Reporter.) au industrial area were brought to tlie; 

WELLINGTON, Wednesday. nolico of Parliament lo-day, when Mr. J. 
That no further reclamation for rail S. Dicksou (Parnell) presented a pcli

way purposes nor other public works b( tion nskmg that no further reclamation 
allowed in Hobson l3ay is the request o !or railway purposes, buildings or public 
200 petitioners whose petition was pre works bhould be aUowed in the bay. 
sented to the House of Representa Headed by the signatures .,f the Mayor 
tives by JIIr. J. s. Dickson (Par of Aucklaod. Mr. George 13aildon. Arch-

. . bishop A ':erill and Bishop Cleary, tho peti-
nell). The hst I S headed by th tion carries the signatures of 197 other 
Mayor and Town Clerk of Auckland prominent residents, wJ10 point out that 
Archbishop Averill, and Bishop Cleal") Parnell, Remuera, Orakei and 'Tamak1 
and is supported by the heads of otbe \\~c~t are almost e:xclush·_el;r r_esid_ential di11• 

religious denomi~atio~s, the president o i~~~:du~~~Y c~~~~~af\:~1

1
;; ~t':1i~" p~-~:p:;; 

the Auckland Umvers1ty College, t he pre ovel' the harbour and Hauraki Gulf. Thev 
sident of the Chamber of Commerce, th contend that this pro~pect wouI<l he ch;. 
Mayors of Newmarket, Mount Eder figured by the conversion of tho area for 
Devonport, and Onehunga. m<lnsh'iaJ purposes, and expret.s the 

opinion that it is desirable that further 
Petitioners have been informed tha redamatwns on the sea front should be 

the Railway Department proposes to con ah:u1do11C'd. 
struct railway works other than th, '1'1_10 passmg_ of the 'l'own•pJanning ~\ct 
through line already in Hobson Bay an< 1s c1te1 _ as evidence_ of the Oover~mf'nt's 

. '. rc-cogmhon of the w1s<lom and public duty 
they ask that such work be proh1b1ted of prrRerving objects of natural beauty, 
because the eastern Auckland suburb1 a..nd of separating industrial from residen• 
aro almost exclusively residential, sub t~al arr-a,, and it is statf>d that_ the 1n·i11. 
stantin..1ly ,arden suburbs and their chie. oples of that .·kt would be v10Jated by 

. e. ' . t lw propo~Pd works. 
attract10n 1s the extraordmary natura The pC\tition was nferrcd to tht- R.iil
beauty of the prospect over the Waite, way& Comnuttee. 
mata. and Hauraki Gulf. 

Two more paragraphs comment on the 
scenic value of the prospect over Hobson 
Bay, which petitioners fear may be dis
figured both from land and sea, as fur
ther reclamation will tend to the creation 
of an industrial area in front of the 
attractive suburbs. 

"For many years," they state
1 

'·by reclamation and public works the 
beau-~iful sea front of Auckland bas been 
gradually altered in character and spoiled 
in appearance, and it _ is desirable that 
further operations of this character 
should be abandoned. Tl1e Government, 
by passing the Town Planning .Act, have 
expressly recognised tbe wisdom and 
public duty of preserving objects of 
natural beauty, and of separ3.ting indus
trial from residential areas. The con
struction of such works will constitute a 
violation of the fundamental principles 
of the Town Planning Act, becam:;e of the 
disfigurement of the waterfront and of 
the ~crious interf"'rence with the ameni• 
tfos of !h• nei6 b.bourhoodl' 1 
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EXHIBITION PR OJ ECT. 

SUGGESTED FOR ~UCISLAND. 
I' t . 

PLAN NED FOR 19 31. 

t-lTE 1:-S HOBSOX B.\Y PROPOSED. 

.\t a mec•_ti11;; ui the _\uckl11ml lnJus-, 
trul .\ ... :'-flCJ<ttwn to-<lay tl ~<.:110mc to 
hold nn cxhilJHio11 in .\w.:khuitl thrcl' 
.n•,us heuco wa::; propo~C'<l. l>y }lr. J. 8. 
.Fletcher. 1 n iutroducing th€' matter, l\ll'. 
:F'lctchcr suitl U1a.t SOlllC liUln time nn·o 
it was publicly aunoll11ce<l that the J,'c:1. 
cral GO\Nntnent of .Austral!:~ luid dccidl"d 
to abaudnn tho propo-=:ed t--ytlncy Exhi• 
bitiou. C..Lbh·U i.nqufry clic1tL•d a rei•h 
from the Pn•1~1it•r of \·cw :,,.outll ,Yah,; 
to the clfcd tlmt the Lig t-.qlncv _E.:\.hi
bitlon for l!l:H was <kfinit~•h· ~ff. Ht• 
suggeslc<l. tliat .Au-,tralia.':s ah:w<lonnll'nt 
o.t this bi:; ~how was .luckl..uu.l's oppor• 
tw,ity. 

rt· was common knowledge lhnt .du<'k
land lacked facilities fol' holdinri exhi
bition~. For example, recently, the 
"lYiu tcr Show was held in a ,-,.harf shed. 
Accommodation was limit,('d, and facili
ties gcucrnlly wcro lacking for a real ex• 
hibition. lt was interesting- to compare 
'foronto, "hi<.:h has cnormouc. permanent 
building:-i for cx11ibition purpo~e::i, nn<l 
where grrat nnnual fai1s arc 1teld, 
attracting vi<.:itors fro111 till OYCl" the 
world. Hece11tly it was rrportt•d in tho 

~ Vrcsc; tlrnt Dunedin prop<1~Nl erecting 
11rrm,rnC'ni c:-.:hibitiou huildi11.:'.!s 1.o 1.lll' 

I
Yalne oi £30.000. ho impre~'-C'd wrrc the 
nm1t:di11 people with the re:-ult~ of their 
big n•nturc of ]fl:.!,). that thl'.' hnd come 
to 1 he c01H·l11f'lion. that pt•rnul11C'Ht cxhi• 
hition liuildiug-:, woulU l)c au a!::'--.ct to 
their cit). 

A Spirit of Optimism. 
ThNC wa~ to-clay ju ...:\tu·klaud a .;:real 

llt~ctl for rec:rl'alion ground,.;. .h a r<':-.ull 
of ih(' x,,w ZC"a.lalld al!ll &out11 i':-il'tl~ 
1..;:d1il,jtion ,i wonderful pb~-jJlb .tr(';l ol 
li,l acre~ had been atl<lecl to the 1Jum·di11 
Lity Sports Ground~. Herl' in .t.uckhrnd 
lherc was on the fore~llorn in Hobson 
Bay a. n·ry lar~c area, of n t least a 
]11mdn~d acres, wltich would 1c11d itself 
ndmirnbly for this purpo:-.('. The resi• 
dcuts in that Yidnity had elcar1y stated 
that thry will not tolrrate tho cstab• 
li!:ihmrnt ~ of railway ~hunting yards at 
their front door, and ,·ari('llS propo~nl~ 
had been made 1ts to how thi!-1 nrea rou ld 
Ue <lcn•lopcd. He Sllg"/C>~trd tiiat if per• 
manent exhibition Uuihliugs WC'l'C de
::-igned, to ]mnnonisc with the m1turc of 
the localit), and huge playing: fields 
made around th('m, a wonderful asset 
to the city would he created. In addition 
an art g;dfory, which would UC a per
manent attra.clion to every e:'\hibition, 
couJJ. be C'rccted. The loenllty wa:-; ideal 
for the purpose. It wvuhl .bv Yery l1NU' 
the new i-.tn.liou and suitable nc<'r~s could 
ra .. il5· l1r proviclNl from the city. ln 
<·onnedion with th,~ ~ug~l•,-.ti011 to haH' 
1lh\ art :,:::illP1}· tliPn' a l•lirallt·I c-,u, hl! 
drn\\11 fnm1 the buildi1i;.• fli ll11• art gal
!N,. j11 t:!J. ;.ow. iu K,·L\ill (.;,11..1,,, J>ark, 
wl;c·n· -:1•, 1•1·i'l.i 1•.....:hihi1 i1111• h:1\'I' 111~,•n lll·ld. 

Out (d :\ p1•rioJ. nf 1h•pn•..;-.i1m a L>i:.:. 
v•11111rn lik,, thi:; W(1u]J ~ini ri:-.(} to ;1 
ll('W ~pirit or optimism. T)ll'l"!' \\ll,; a (;Oil 

'h~ll"-ll~ oi op'.nion as 10 \ucklan<l.'.. 
1111.l:re gn·at n~-...; . .. \..n ,·xhilJit ion such a· 
tlu~ one propo,:e1l woulJ. gin• uu im•1 
prl 11~ to 11 ::!l'('at fon\'anl mo,·c. A:i 
cli,-tinctin~ front the ~<'W Zrufand aml 
~-,ut h :--.,•n~ l~xhibition. tll(' srnp(' <'0111d be 
int•n•a-.l'd to inl'lmle the l'ac•ili(' ).;ution~-1 
T}1c rnpi(l df'Hlopment in tho J"utiHc in 
r:•1..•c•1it, .n-n1R would :,!'he 1111 irnpctui:i to 
~1wh a propo-.al. TJ1c rctcnt t rn<ll) trNtt)· 
witl1 Ja pn II mi~ht opr>n up big- outlet,, 
inr c:nn1P 1\nl(l11('f-., nnd i-11d1 a ~chc-m<' 
might, \\\'II h<- tttilbed to fo--.t1•r IriC'ndl\' 
r<'h• tiou-; I.wt.ween tho great l'uciti" 
Xatious. 

I Co-operation Needed. 

I 
Tho Kew Zealand nml f-;outh Sens 

Exhibilion was finanre<l JY the floatiug 
of a company for £100,000. The Cily 
CoW1cil, llnrbour Board, and other 

I 
loca.l bodies and promirtent business 
men were approached, to take shn.n•.s 
in thi!; venture. lt, was cleurlv 

( 

nnd~r,,tood that no profits wou1c.l 
ho m:\d•' hv the :--llan .. •holdPr:,:., h('cau:-c rf 
tl11' l·,hihit.iou 1111d L\""11 :-,111·t·L• ..... fu! j1_1 that 
n•--p1·1·t. i lw.:t• "(•n• 1111t tn 1,,, 11...,t>ll 111 t Ji,, 
p:1yinz 1,f (t:, ih1;d ... , l'h,· 1>1nwdi11 E,hiln. 
titJ!I (',1111pa11,,· paid l,;n•h t:) 111 thi• t 

\\ ltic·ll rn,·,ui... that lJ111u•J 111 .111d Ul.1 :,1 
p-ot a w1mtkri11I ,uh 1•rti-.1·111t·111 l

0

ur 
J.::!::i,OOll.t1nd. a::: uln•1.Ld,,· bl:tt1·•.l, a ,,1111 

IINful park has Ucc•11 m!ill'ti tu tl1c dt,,. 
8m.:h a. ~chemr- woul,l n'1p1ir~• i·o-opN.1 • 
iio11 bet"een the Auekland Un Couucil. 
tho Harbour Boa.rd, nntl the c:itizrn!i of 
A.urklnnd. Again Aurkla.nd·i; higg(>r 
popu1ation should tend to make the 
scl1cmo moro profitable. It was n fact 
that the present. organi-.ations rc~pon
siblo for the \ Yintcr Sho,v J1ad htrgc 
sums of money availa.blc for exhibition 
building-1. 1t was knowJJ, too, that tlil! 
Axt Society ha::. money to inYc~t in an 
Art Gallen·. 

If !ho llurbuur Bour<l were lo fill '" 
or rC'eluim the IIobholl Bay area, lurnd 
it O\"Cl' 1o the Cit5: Coun<'il at a p<'pper
<·or n r<'ntal to u tili:--l\ as pln~·ing arc!l'.- , 
:1:, wn'i done hy the Oll';JO Harbour Bo.ird 
and the Dun!'din Cily l'ouucil. an~· gr!',1l 
<lillil'uil_v wot\lJ b~ n•movcd. Suppor• 
woult.l l,e forthcoming from every bport-. 
orga.ni:-.ation iu the ('itt, and we ll'l'I 
i;uro tha.t the bu'.--inc.:1~ people ~·onhJ 
nu.li:--o tho <'n,ormous a<haJ1tugc thnt 
woul<l arc•ruc from ;-uch, n. vcnlurc. Oni, 
objec•liou that might bi, rui"'C(l wn!; tha,t 
it w..1~ t1)0 i-0011 aftrr the XC'w Z"nlnn,t 
nnd ~outh 1'i'aS E'i'.hibition, h11t the plirn 
nt('rt'I\' !:-Hh-.t it ut<>tl Auddnntl as H HIIUt~ 

fol' tit(' i'xhihiiio11 in plnr(' of ~:·,hu•:·, 
\\hf'n' the t•:\.hibit.ion was to take pla1•1• 
in rn:o. A big rxhibitiou waf-1 to bl' ht•hl 
ju . \ 11tv.-<'q1 ju Jt);J0, from whicll' douht• 
11•,"i rn,111 \- l':\hibit➔ <•ouM be ~C'('tl!'{'(l. 

Tho f-il'ltt·111r would j:!in• illl r11urn1011-1 

amn1111t uf l'mplvy1n!'nt for :::-killt•cl nnd 
un~killt>1l labour ,t!ik1•. in the ret·lnirn• 
ing- of tlw a1\';1. ::1ml in the• ••n•d.ing- a 11,l 
litt:ng rd the <·xhiliitio11 l,11ilclin~-.. Nhnuhl 
th,·~•' ~ug,![1..•-.tion~ nppt.'nl to the C'Olll-

11111nify ~1·•11rrall.\·, and 1o your a•soria
tion p.1rtic·ul:1rlr, :11ul il WHS a~,.;t1111Nl 
aftl'l' Jin \"ing intcn-icw<'cl ~c, rral promin 

r
ent mrn i11 the c·il v tlrn.t the id('a wa"l 
ct good 0111..~. Jin &u~g·p.:.ft>d tlu1t the )fayor 

l
f-ihoul<l <'llll n mcctin~ of thosr inter
ested. us was done, hy tho :\lnYor in 
Dunrdin, when the Dti1wdi11 Exhibition 
pro.iect wn-; )an11C'11Nl. 

)fr. Flt•tl'11cr ~tatc-d tlwt tlu .. :nea 
hetw1..•c•11 the bewrr pi'pcline and the forr
i;.hore w;i...; un'r ~O n<'r<'~. nnrl tl1i:-.,. with 
ihe tMnl area on the oth!'r Ride of Shore 
Rond, will pro,·e an ample area. J

0

0r the' 
propo~cd Exhihition. 1·h<· <'m,t of rcl'la
mation wou1d not 1,1..• ('\:l'll,.;,,:,, i\·c. 

-~!ARING AN AIR POR. 

£THE DUTY 
fl 

OF AUCKLAND. 

) 

,f ACILITIES FOR FL YING. 

' NEW USE FOR HOBSON BAY. 

Jf A uckland is koon to hol<l her own l 
~v-· it_l~ ~Vollingt.on a.nd Christchurch in tho 
Jac1hL1es she offC':rs to commcrci:11 avia
tion !-he cannot afTord to los" timo in 
o.1tablishing a suitable ncrndrome. South
ern cenlres aro moving in this <hrcc-
1 ion, with an <>ye to encom·agin!-( intrr
i~land air scr\'i<"<'S ,rnd, cnntually, 
1.ranstasman von tm·es1 aud by ~rlc-ct ing 
~uitabic areas of groun<l 31'0 prrparing: 
plans for air ports which will fo!-';ler a 
11ew and very signifk.int aid to com
mercial :1.ctiY1ty. 

J t may be taken for grantC'd the fir.st 
dty i n Kew Zea.land to S{'t apart an 
;idequate area for an air po1·t will he 
t he first to see the initiation 0£ Hgular 
air mail and passengc-r services, fir:;t bc
twocn town and lown and c:on~t and 
coast, a.nd, subsequently, between Aus
tra lia and !\cw Zealand. Squadron• 
J_,.a.<ler K ingsford Smith aud F lighl
J,,ieutenant l,;lm ha,·o already intimated 
their desire, after appropriate re.search, 
1o establish a transt.asman service of their 
o wn. I s .Auckland to be the teru1inus 
for such flights, or will it be Cbrist
<.hurch or \Vellington? Ii .Auckland, 
then t he early ~et.ting apart of a suitablPJ 
area for an aerodrome is a maltC'r for 
p rompt. consideration. 

The Scarcity of Grounds. 

'!'he ground used by the Aero Club at 
ilhumata for the arrival of the 'l"asman 
fliers from H a.wera. is too inaccessible for 
pt,r manent use as an anodromo for com
lllercial flying. lt is 15 m iles from the 
rhief post office at A uckland, nn im
port.mt matter where the carriage o[ 
mai ls is conrernecl; it is six and a-hali 
llliles from the nearest railway station, 
at which express t rains do uOt, stop; and 
if, is t hree and a-half milc-s off the 
nearest. main roacl. 'Travellers by air 
"·ould hiwe to add a good three-quarters 
uf an hour to thei1: traYelli!lg time in 
ol'dcr to reach the ground on departing 
0 1· to rench t heir hotel on n.rridng. 

That. the acquisition o[ an ideal 
ground will not bo an easy maH<'r is 
1ndieated by the negative result. of the 
appeal is~ued by the .Aero Club just 
p rior to the arrival of the T.o.sman air
inen. Although an in,·itation was broad
<.·.1:.t, t hrough the press for s uggest ions as 
to suitable landing-grounds not. a. single 
Sf1.tisfoctory reply was receiYcd. The 
t as}' of the select.ors is likely to be even 
more di fficult than tho problem of find
ing a new playing ground. 

Site Close to City Wanted. 

H is desirable, from the point of view 
of con,·enicncc of pilots and passengers. 
that an aerodrome should be situated as 
t.·lo~o to the city proper as space, sa foty 
ond tho value of property allows. T he 
lf'xpansiYc flat nrea. round Pnpatoetoo a.nd 
Jlapaklll'<\ is rathc1· ruled ouL on nccoanl 
,of its di&ta.nce. F,,. too, is the rolling 
(.'ountry on both l,anks of the T am'lki, 
whi le the unoccupied spares in thC' Mount 
\Vellington di'itrieL n.i-c ~o rock-strown as 
to add further ol>~taclcs to tho u1Hicsir. 

r!u•ro ;,ne. 



The atr base at. Hul.ison, lite t·a11U{Jt hC' f 
brought mto tho argument, as 1t ,.di 
:1lv.·ay3 Le rl•licn:£'d for militny pu1 PC\:)·.•,. l 
The 1\ u<'klancl Domain 111:.i~t also lie/ 
lulcd out, ns it is far too ,-a\uab\C' a I e
Mrvo for alw1mt1on at· Lhis late clnto to' 
:any <'OlllOlC't'Cial purpose. 'fhcro aro 
1,~sibilttics al Ono 'Jrco Hill, p1·ov1ded 
the slope of the ground is no hincJram c, 
llnd the qu£'slion of u~ing tbe .\ ,·c,ndal,, 
1 acecourso 1~ ouc that dt·St'r\'C'$ !--Olll<' 

attention, 

Hobson Bay Advan~ges. 

One or tho most u~eful and thoughtful 
~uggcstions concerns the practicability 
of establishing the acrodromf> vu tho I 
proposed H ob~on Bay reclamation. '171c I 
Harbour Boa.rd intends e,·entually lo re 
daim the ba~in bet ween the I nilway 
<·mbankmcnt ,ind the foreshore, and the 
Juture purpo::.o to w h ich the 1C1daimcd 
fanc\ i!i to be put is already the imbjoct 
of heated cont1oycrsy. The rrtention (Jf 
tho :nea. by tho H arbour Bo,\rd for al'rial 
)lurposcs wou ld at. once dispose o( public 
<.,pposition to llrn lease of th<' or<•,\ for 
factory sites, for lhero would ho no 
uestlu:i"tic objection to l,ryinJ:; out the 
lc<'.lamation in turL 

It would be fras1ble, oi I our6e. to 
.:::-.tablish a baso on other 1cclamat.iom, 
nlong the h~rbour front, and 111 thi~ , on• 
noct ioo St.anley Bay ha.s been mc,ntionctl. 
\\'hether the oorthC>rn side of tho har
hour would be as acceptable for an aero• 
<lrome ns the city ~idc 1s a matter fo1· 
the pre1crcncc of the ,n·i;Hioa intcrMts 
<.·oncerned , but ,ts situation, t":o milt•!:> 
across tho wntrr from tho d1i1•f post 
<iffice, can not be compared with Hobson 

J\ay for rom•cni<'nce. 
A 1ctlamat1011 insi<le tho 1·ailw:1.v <•Ill· 

bankment would pro,·i<lc ;\ landing• 
ground fret~ f1om obstructions. woulrl 
afford a good take-off even tor hcaYy 
11ansoceanic machinf."s and u1ul{l be 
1oachcd hy motor from Quc.-£'n f-.tr('ct in 

ti,e minute~. \\"h,1tc,·<'r tho ('hoi,·o i-.. 

1t is one which <-alls for immediate at• 
tl'ntion. The t:>xii;tenrc of a safu landing· 
grmm<l, with suitable 1wngars for the 
t:rcommo<lation of machin('-.,, will h(' .i 

clircct mritement t.o private cntcrpric.r, 
:rnrl will tiring the da~· of rc1111mcrcial 
.:nialion ns far as .\.uckland is c·oucrmcd 
;mco1'urably d0!-ir1. 



19th. June 1928. 

HOBSON BAY IMPROVEMENT SCHEME. 

NOTES; on in:formal Meeting in His Worship the Mayor•a O:f:fice 
on Monday 18th June 1928; Present:- His Worship the 
Ma,yor Mr. G. Baildon, Town Clerk Mr. J.S. Brigham, 
Mr. E.N. Ormiston, and Mr. W.J. Holdsworth, the 
Deputy Chairman o:f the Board Mr. M.H. Wynyard, and 
Mr J).Holderness Engineer to the Board. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Meeting was arranged at the instigation o:f Mr. 
Ormiston who desired to put :for, ard amended suggestions regarding 
the treatment o:f the area inside the Railway Embankment at Hobson 
Bay. 

Mr. Ormiston indicated an area inside the main sewer 
which he suggested could be reclaimed at a coat o:f £300 to £400 
per acre whereas he stated its value ~ould be in the vicinity o:f 
£2,000 per acre. Thia area he stated would be required :for 
paying :fields etc. He took .as his basis o:f coat, the coat o:f 
filling :for the Devonport Borough Council at Stanley Bay. 

In addition he suggested retaining the whole of the area 
inside the railway embankment at three-quarter tide level by the 
construction o:f weirs at existing bridge openings with sluice gates 
:for emptying the la.goon :from time to time. 

Mr. Ormiston produced a letter from the Medical O:f:ficer 
o:f Health, stating that he (the Medical O:fficer of Health) considered 
it desirable to maintain the basin full o:f water and that this would 
do away with the o:ffenaive odours a.rising from the mud-flats with 
the aluicegatea proposed. 

With regard to the reclamation Mr. Ormiston believed that 
suitable plant for reclaiming could be brought into the area by 
dismantling and reassembling. 

The Engineer to the Board pointed out that the figure of 
£300 per acre at Stanley Bay was for filling only and did not 
include atop-bank, levelling or draining; also that the ratio of 
length of bank to area reclaimed was greater in the site suggested 
at Hobson Bay than at Stanley Bay; and that the estimate was 
therefore quite unreliable. He also asserted that it would be quite 
impossible to maint'ain the arti:ficial lake suggested in a sanitary 
condition and re:ferred to the fact that even in the open harbour 
subject to ordinary tidal ebb and flow, the Healt.h Department stated 
that the water was un:fi:t for use in public swimming baths • 

. He claimed that shut in bya\three-quarter tide wall and 
receiving the storm v1ater drainage :from 1, 500 acres of city stre ets 
and property and also the storm overflows from the Auckland main 
sewer, it would be qui:te impossible to keep the area reasonably 
sanitary even with the construction and use of the sluice gates 
proposed. 

The Deputy Chairman of the Board stated that he had come 
to the meeting at the request of Mr. Ormiston to hear what the latter 
had to put :forward. He \,as of opinion that it might be a feasible 
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and economical scheme to reclaim the area inside the sewer by 
excluding tidal ..-,aters by means of atop banks and flood gates. 

Existing storm water outlets would be provided for by 
leaving an opening in the bank and a channel back to the existing 
foreshore with atop banks on either side. 

With regard to the matter generally however as the 
question of sanitation v. aa involved very considerably he considered 
this should be referred to the expert or experts whom it was 
hoped would shortly be appointed to investigate the whole question 
of drainage and sewage disposed for Auckland and Suburbs. 

Mr. Holdswo~th stated that he was interested m~inly 
from the Town-planning point of view. He would like to see the 
area retained as a lake, but he would naturally be guided by 
experts and would not advocate this if it were likely to be 
insanitary. 

His orahip the Mayor stated that the City had no funds 
available and could not finance auch a proposition from the general 
fund. He considered that the advocates of the proposals should 
give a clear statement of their schemes with estimates and method 
of financing. 

In view of the Deputy Chairman•s remarks it was 
generally decided to refer to the expert or experts investigating 
the drainage problem the consideration from the point of view 
of sanitation of any proposals for impounding the water inside 
the railway embankment and that no definite action should be taken 
until this was done. 



16th • ..,eptoi;:;ber 
H.i.. , e.tkins i~sq. , 
Dn.,ineer & veoret&ry, 
Auckland °' uuburban Draina()e Board, 
,U wG,A.i'D. 

Dear .. r. atkins; 

I have to thank you for yours of th i l)th enolosinc 
copy of your report of 21st ultimo to your ;,1 inance & .uecnl Jo1:u.1ittee. 

I very much reisret thnt th.-; pnblicity t;iven to this 
matter rendered such e.n explanation frow you necoasary. 

s you have perh1:q,s seen in the _preab, ,,he Harbour Hoard 
hns approTed the formation of a lake but on terc,s ,,hich ure never 
likely to be complied , 1 ;,h • 

head off. 
.1.here are Lore a.,1s of killint; a cat t.huh cu(,~ing its 

Youro t ruly, 

............ .J..., ...... ~- ..... _ .... ):"' ., __ -- --- -- - - ---------- -- -- -----· - -., 

Committee that effect be given to my suggestion to obtain 

the opinion of the Board's Solicitor as to the authority 

and liabilities of the Board with regard to the suggested 

financing of the scheme,and also as to its liability in 

respect of the stormwater culverts referred to in the 

report. 

When the opinion of the Board's Solicitor has been 

obtained the matter will be further considered by the Board. 

Yours faithfully, 

~~-
JR. ENGINEER AND SECRETARY TO THE BOARD. 



-EPHON E N O. 46-325 

ADDRESS CORRESPONDENCE 

P .O . Box 208. 

~/eaveJ !!lJu,·(,l,;,..,?tJ I™ '"° r Loo • > 

d~h'. .5htut, d uchland, 

September 15th.1927. 

D.Holderness,Esq., M.Inst.C.E., 

Engineer, 

Auckland Harbour Boa rd, 

AUCKLAND, 

Dear Mr.Holderness, 

I am f orwa rding herewith for your information copy 

of a report with reference to the projected artificial 

lake in Hobson Bay,which I submitted to the Finance & 

Legal Committee of the Board on the 25th.ult.,and which 

was considered by the Board at its last ordinary quarterly 

meeting . 

The Board adopted the recommendation made by the 

Committee that effect be given to my suggestion to obtain 

t he op inion of the Boa rd's Solicitor a s to the authority 

and liabilities of the Board with regard to the suggested 

financing of the scheme,and also as to its liability in 

respect of the stormwater culverts referred to in the 

report, 

When the opinion of the Boa rd's Solicitor has been 

obtained the matter will be further considered by the Boa rd. 

Yours faithfully, 

JR. ENGINEER AND SECRETARY TO THE BOARD. 



The Auckland and Suburban Drainage Board. 

lugust 22nd.1927. 

'.'.'he Chairman, 

Firn,.nce & Legal Committee, 

Sir, 

Auc'.: 12.nd anci. Suburban Drainage Board, 

AUCXLAND. 

re Hobsor. Bay Improvern,mt Scheme. 

I beg to submit for the info:rmc:,t ion of the F!-r.ance & Legal 

Committee thE following report with reference to a projected 

artificial l ake in Hobson :3ay,the formation of which is proposed 

to be f inanced by expending the sura of £6,500,or portion thereof, 

~h i ch is at present plac ed on Fixed Deposit in terms of a Deed of 

. .\.; reement between the Auckl and Harbour Board and the Drainage 

:.:-o~, r::i relative to a proposed retaining wall undeT the Main Sewer 

in Ho'.:lson Bay. 

?he matter was first considered by the Drainage Board at i ts 

o:?:d inary quarterly meeting held on May 25th.last , when a communi

cation from the Auckland Town Clerk and a report by the City En

gineer,both in connect ion with the proposa l,were received and 

referred to tne Finance and Legal Committee for due consideration 

and repor t . 

The Drainag e Board would become concerned in the formation 

o: t h e lake only as regards the following features:

(a) The suggestion that the scheme be financed by expending 
the sum of £6 , 500 referred to, or portion thereof. 

(b ) The influence of the scheme upon the stability and 
mair.tenance of the length of the Main Sewer in Hobson 
Bay . 

(c) The possible contamination of the lake by stormwater 
~·hich i.3 d ischarged into Hobson Bay from the Drainage 
Board 's sewer syst em. 
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Ir. conr.ec~i:..l·, ·::i-':;h th2 faa·tures rc;ferr.ed to I have to advisf. 

, .s follows : -

(a) 7hat it ~o~ld be necesHary to obt~ir. th6 consent of t~e 
H~rbou~ Board to eApend the sum of £6 ,500, or any nortion 
tner t or,as su6gested,in lieu of the manner prescrioed in 
the Deed of Agreement referrec to1 ar.d further that it 
~oulc urobably be necess&ry to obtain legislat ion to vali
date any suc'.1 expenditu:re and to release the Drainage 
Board of its obligation under Section 30 Sub- section 9 of 
11 The Auckla:i.d and Suburban Drainage Act 190811

• 

(b) Th2t it is unlikely that the stability of the Main Sewer 
in Hobson Bay uould be; affected by the project but that 
the retention of the waters in the lake at the suggested 
level would r ender the Main Sewer some-.vhat less easy of 
a ccess for its inspection and maintenance . 

(c) That there woul d be a possibility of the Drainage Board 
being r equired to ulti:nately provide culverts,involving 
co:i.sid~rable expenditure,to divert from the lake the flow 
of large volu."!les o: stormv:ater discharged into Hobson Bay 
t:nough overflov; c':1ambers on the Drainage Board I s sewer 
system dur ing ti:nes of heavy rainfall. 

On June 20th . last , I discussed the project ·., i th the Auckland 

C:i.ty Enginec::.:, the Engineer to the Harbour Board and the Resident 

:3::1-:.gine ;;". r in cha.r; e of the Auckland-Westfield Railway construction

Follo'·:ing upon our deliberat ions a joint memorandum 

to the Chairrr,a.n of t:1e Harbour Boa rd was drafted by the Eng ineer 

to the Harbour Boa.rd , who convened the meet ing . 

The memorandum '!1as subsequent ly submitted to the Harbour 

::c .. :-r' and has b8en referred to a t so:':le length in the Press, special 

v:rominence havi:-:g been given to the statement :ilade in the memor

c.:r.dtL1 that the o. .::·,:a in quest ion is suitable for commercial devel-

opment if reclaimed . In this connection I have to state that 

the r:iuestion as to ',7h ether the utilization of the area for such 

a. o'.1rpose is des irable ,or otherwise,was not discussed a t the meet-;-' 

ing of En3ineers, al though v,e agreed '.7i th the opinion expressed by 

tee :Sngincar to the Har bour Board that portions of Hobson Bay 

could. be economically developed for commercial pur poses such as 

those which we underst ood were a l ready contempl ated by the Rail

;1e.y Department ar.d the Harbour Board . 

For some time cast it has been co~mon knowledge that the 

R3.ilway D"'partme;i.t inte11dc:o to reclaim land for marshalling yards 

adjace""t to the railway emban:cment now in process of formation 

across Hobs on Bay . Further, I d.es ire to :cefer to the fact that 
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a ci eputat ion received by the Harbour Board on May 25th. last in 

00~~ect ion with the project,was definitely informed that there 

·. ras every likelihood of land being reclaimed in Hobson Bay for 

the future development of the port,probably in five or ten years 

time. 

':'he deliberations upon which the memorandum was drafted 

·aere rest ricted to the economical and sanitary aspect of the 

fo r .;Lt ion of the artificial lake,and the only recommendation con-· 

tained in the me:;1orandum reads as follows : -

"Unc.er the ci:-cu:nstances we recommend the'. Harbour 
Board to adhere to its existing agreement with the 
Rail way Department which provides free tidal flow 
into and out of the basin through two 160 feet wide 
bridge openings . 11 

It is perhaps unfortunate that the memorandum should have 

~G€n referred to at such length in the Press before the matter 

had received due consideration by the Auckland City Council and 

the Drainage Boac.d. I am particularly desirous of taking this 

opportunity of correcting the erroneous impression which appears 

t o :!:"1ave gained crede21ce tl1at I have recommended, or even favoured, 

tl1e rcc l a:,1at io:1 of l and in Hobson Bay f or commercial development . 

HavL1g regard to the fact that the project has not yet been 

finally consid ered by the Harbour Board,the Committee may consider 

it advisable to d.efer making an:, recommendat ion to the Drainage 

Board for the ti~e being . I would suggest however that,in the 

meantime ,the ouinion of the Drainage Board's Solicitor be obtain

ed as to t,he authority and liabiliti es of the Drainage Board with 

r egard to t h e suggested financing of the scheme,and also a s to 

i ts li ctb i. li ty in respect of the stormwater culverts ref erred to 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedi ent servant, 

H.H.Watkins, 

ENGINEER AND SEOR:J;TARY. 



POLICY OF TH.l.'J BOARD. 
H. lO ·'l-'7 

"GUARDIAN OF THE BAY." 

LOOKING TO FlITURE NEEDS. 

REJPINDER TO CRITICISM. 

A fn lkr statement with ~reference 
Ilob~on Ba\' was made Uv .:\fr. ~lackenzic 
tit the mc~ting of tho ... Harbour . Board 
which fol!,Jwed the d!'putation io tha 

I 
chairman 

"The hoal'cl has rncuLTCd a. great deal 
or 11nde~c1·vccl critic·ism in conucction with 
llohson Bay, iwd has been blamed fur 
thi11g-s wliil:h it ha8 not done, or even 
snggcstcd, in connection with the com
mcr<·inli:mti<1n of that area;~ said .Mr. 
l\Iackcnzic. "Tho l,oard's schrme of 

I 
lrnrbom works does not include any re
chnnation . there; it has, in fact, enough 
work on its hands for the next 25 years 
without worrying about tho reclamation 

t of that area. My remarks on the matter, 
1 whicJ1 have been quoted against me, ex

prcssetl only my own opinion, and re
ferred, aot to any jmmedia.te proposals, 
but to the necessity for conserving the 
area for thP futqre needs of the boa.nt 
and the pnblic. 

"Cai)tain Daldy, the first chairman of 
the lvard, in 1871, had the bed of Hob
son Bay indnded rn the board's endow
ments, and, presumably he and others ,vho 
were responsible for that act had in mind 
the future of the port when the :1rea 
would be required for public purposes. 1t 
is induded in the endowments "·hich are 
mort~aged to the bond-holders of the 
hoard as sccul'lty for its loans. 

Vigilance of the Board. 

'' A 'i a mai ter of fact, the Harbour 
Boanl has be~n the guardian of the 
people of Auckland in the conservation 
of the bay, and but for its vigilance the 
area in~idc the railwa.y embankment 
might not have bren conserved. It was 
the board of 1919 that first raised the 
question of opct1ings in the embankment 
and insisted on bridges being provided so 
that there should be as little interference 
as possib1e with the ingress and 
of the tide. 

"The Railways Improvement 
orisation Act, 1915, specified a solid em
bankment and reclamation across Hobson 
Bay, with openings as prescribed by the 
~[inistcL' of 1[arinc; and the board, on 
tho advice of its engineer, .Mr. W. H. 
Hamer, asked for six bridge openings,) 
va1·yrng from 100ft. to 300ft. wide, in 
thi:-. embankment. Owing to the proposal 
to build J. waterfront road ontside the 
railway embankment, however, this was I 
later reduced to four bridges of 150ft. to· 
250ft. wide. Since then the residents of 
Parnell and Remuera have sought to 
vary the Jailer arrangement by providing 
locks and sptllways and constructing an 
additional embankment, and the board 
asked for a t·cport on the matter from ! 
the enginct'.'rs to the four bodies most 1 

com·crnNI ft lw~ uot, however, adopted 
that report. a::; has been assumed by its 
...:ritics. 



Land Taken by P roclamation. 

"The board, allhough it owns the bed 
of the bay, had no say, apart from 
what has LeC'n ~intc,d above, in the pro• 
po .... ,ds of the Railway Drparhncnt or the 
City Count"il in 1·egard to t ho em bank
mcnl~ nud proposed rnclamations. Tho 
land was taken from it hy proclamation 
m11kr the Public \Yorks Act., in accord
an<.·c with the provisions of tho Railways 
Improvement Anthoritrnt1on Act, and t he 
boarrl did not evi..•n r<'ccivc compensation 
for t hP area, token. 

'"Tho hoard cl.11111s to he the most 
widf'I~· rcprcscn~ative local hotly m the 
Auckland provrnco, as its members 
represent not only tho shipping and com
mrrcial interests of the port, but also 
.1\urklund City and sulmrbs and the 
counties of ,Vaitc>matl.l., Fran klin, Manu
kau, \\'aikato, \Vaipa and R aglan. It 
can theref0rc, be trust.eel to look after 
thr interests of the people of the pro
vi1l<'c. Proof of this is fonn cl in tlie fact 
that tho hoard has just agreed to give 
til<' Anddand Cilv Counci l a lease for 
100 yr,1rs 6f tho bed of Ol·ake1 basin , an 
area· of 136 acres, and has offel'cd to lease 
to it for recreation pnl'po~es an area of 
76 acre's inside the sewel'." 

In moving that the clmirman's action 
in tho mi,tter be endorsed bv tl10 board, 
Mr Campbell Johnstone said tbc whole 
trouble was mused by the City Council 
trying to get something for nothini:;. It 
was not for tho board to make prov1s1011 
m tho direction indicated fol' pla.ying 
arcas. He had 110 dou bt Hobson I3ay 
·would make a fine r~rrcation arPa, hut 
tho hoard had to use its lands for 
rcvcnuc-prnducing purposes 

Attitude ol City Council. 
The pohc_v of tho board toward the 

City Council had always been n most 
gr1ic1 uus one. said Mr. G. R. Hutchin
son, who quoted the instance of Free• 
ma11's Bay, for which the City Council 
paid only £500 a year. If t he City Coun• 
ti! came forward with a. pra<:ticahle 
sdt"me. lie had no dou hl the boal'd wouh.l 

I 
g-i\'<' n largrr area for rrCl'cation purposes 
at a n•.isonahle 1·rnl al, hut it was un
rf'asonalilc to SUJ,pose the board would 
qi,·r the land for nothing:. 

"The members of this hoar<l arc just 
ns an:\ious for tho bcautificatioo of tho 
hnrbn111· as are their sevPrest critics," said 
1\11' J. B. Johnston. The hoard wanted 
tho hf'st scheme the cngincm·s could sug
gesi, but it had not yet had the oppor
tnnit v to consider that rcpol't. If a 
1·("aso·11a1Jlc scheme for the Loautification 
of the bay were put Lefore the board, 
rven if the scheme was to operate only 
for ~ time. lt would receive the sympathy 
of at )('ast some members of the board. 
The titles to the land were vf'sted in tho 
honrd on tmst, and the board had to be 
faitht'u l to that trust, nnd look to t he 
wclfore of the port. 

,i 
UNDESERVED CRITICISM 

HARBOUR BOARD AND HOBSON BAY 
ATTITUDE OF CITY COUNCIL DISCUSSED 

" THE Harbour Board has incurred a great deal of un-
deserved adverse criticism in connection with Hobson 

Bay, and has been blamed for things which it has not done, 
or even suggested, regarding· the commercialisation of that 
area." 

Tllese remarks preface<l a statement 
made to t he Auckla nd H arbour Board 
yesterday by the chainrman, Mr. H. 
R . .Mackenzie, on a subject wh ich is 
occupying the a ttention of many Auck
la nders a t present. 

During the discussion which followed 
th e r eading o( the statement som ~ 
members stated that theY were of 
opinion that t he Auckland City Council 
was try ing to get something for noth
in~. 

l\Ir. Mackenzie, in enlarging on t he 
r emarks h e made to a deputation yes• 
terday said:-

'l'he boa rd's s cheme or h a rbour 
wor ks cloes not include a ny recla mation 
in Hobson Ba y. It has, in [act, enough 
work on its hands for the next 25 years 
without wor rying a bout the recla mation 
or t h.a t a r ea. My remarks on th e sub• 
ject, wh ich have been quoted against 
me, expressed only my own opinion 
and referred not to any immediate pro
posals, but to t be necessity of con• 
sen·ing the area for the fu t ure needs 
of the board a nd the public·. 

Ca pta in Da ldy, the first ch air
man of the board, in 1871 ha d the 
be cJ of Hobson Ba y inc luded in 
the board 's endowments, and pre
s umably he a nd ot hers w ho were 
res ponsi ble fo r tha t act ha d in 
m ind the fut ure of t he port when 
the a r ea would be required fo r 
public purpos es. 
It is included in the e ndowments 

which a r e mortgaged to t he bond• 
h olders of the board as security fol' 
its loans. 1 

GUARDIAN OF THE PEOPLE 

As a matter of fact, the Harbour 
Board has been the guardian of t he 
people of Auckla nd in the conserva• 
tion or the bay. But for Its vigilance 
th e a rea inside the railway embank• 
ment might not have been conserved. 
It was the boar d of 191D that firs t 
raised th e question of openings in t he 

I 
embankment. and insisted on bridges 
being provided so that there should 
be as little inter ference as possible 
with the ingress and egress of. thC' 
tide. 

t hat the board has just agrrecl to giv~ 
t he Auckland City Council a lease for 
100 year s of the bed or Orakei Basin 
( l ::;G acres), and has offered to lease 
to it for recr eation purposes an a rea 
of 76 acr es inside the sewer boundary. 

" SOMETHING FOR NOTHING." 

Mr. Cam pbell J ohnston s pok e of t he 
way in which t he newspapers h ad 
taken up the s ubject or Hobson Bay. 
He was of opinion that t he City Coun
c il was trying to get something for 
noth ing. Ir It wanted to do anything 
In t he way or obtaining playing areas 
and a park t here was plenty of ground 
beyond th e city. The City Council 
in pa rticular had not looked at the 
question in a broad way. It was 
necessar y for the bonrd to watch t he 
ha r bour in the jn terests or shipping 
and fut ure development. 1 

Mr. G. R. Hutchinson said tha t the 
boa.rd had been most generous to th\! 
City Council. One instance was the 
fact that the council pa id £ 500 a year 
fo r 37 acres of la nd at Freema n's Bay. 
li'ol' the time being the board w as the. 
trustee for t he residents of Auckland, 
some or whom hardly seemed to ( 
realise t he amount of money it h ad I 
cost to obtain the present harbour. If 
t he City Council came forward with 
a scheme of its own no doubt the 
Harbour Board would m eet i t, but to 
ask for a n ar ea without rental was 
absurd. 

Mr. J. B. Johnston said that un
intentionally perhaps the boa rd 
had been placed in an unfair posi• 
t ion before the public. The mem
bers of the board were just a s 
aestheti c and anxious fo r ti.l e 
bea uty and preservation of the 
fores hor e as those who were in• 
dulging in critic ism of the H ar
bour Board. 
T he board favoured a scheme of 

beaut ification, a nd in getting the e n
g ineers to ma ke a repor t it was doing 
its best. Up to t he present the board 
had been waiting for r epresentations 
from the people who wer e concerned 
in the agitation, a fter which the sub
ject would be d iscussed. 

"It will he timc enough lo ma.kc a row 
wli('n we have tak<'n a. <lf'finit" stand to 
clo a cr1·tain lhiu)'.!." commented Mr. ~,v lnder, who oh~ected to the mts
intrrprc:ation of the chairman's remarks 
to mran that th<' board had d<'cided to 
ti"<' pnrtion of tho bay for rommercml 

The board claims to be the most 
( ha1rman's I widely representative local body in ! Auckland P rovince, as its members 

represent not only th e shipping and 

puqin:r-t s 
Tlil' motion cndor1>111g the 

ai-t 1011 was f'<l:i-ried. 

--.....,===-.,..., J commercial mtercsts ot the port, but 

The board must be faithful to 
its t r ust and the requireme nts of 
the harbour must be provided fo r. 

T h e cha irma n remarked that when 
th e comments of var ious local bodies 
were available the whole questiou 
would be d iscussed and the board 
wouicl give its decision. 

Auckland City and suburbs and t he 
counties ot \Vaite1natn, Frankl in, 
Manukau, Waikato, ,vaipa and Raglan. 
It can therefore be t rusted to loolc 

1 arter the interests of the people of 
t he province. I Proor of this is round In the fact 

Mr. E. W. Inder said that the r e• 
marks which had been made originally 
by the cha irman had been m isinter
preted. 



HOBSON BAY. 
Sir-- I consider we al'o lucl{y m ha\"-

11.1g: n. fo~v hard-headed, prnclical, progre:,
i:ave lmsiness men on the Auckland 1:-Lu·
bour Board. men with enough vision to 
C.P.(' 20 ,·cars ahC'ad re tho future re
quirement of ll11s expanding city and its 
waterfront. OldAr countries can afford to 
be sentimental-they aro established nnd 
ha vo a fixed place in this busy world. 
Younger countri~s cannot-and have to 
fight for their place in the sun. The 
propost'cl reclamation of Hobson Bay 
for railway yards and factories, etc., i:s 
a sound commt>rcial idt:'a, which in a 
few yPars will greatly inrrcase tho valut>s 
in Rrnnrera. and Parnt'll, and g-ive «'mploy 
111r11t lo thousand::; of people in t.ht> not 
fnr di"tant future. F.~f. 

K11· 1 -1 1h111k thC're can he no l\l.u 
opinions. with considc-ratc persons, ng tiJ 
the inclcbh·<l11r~s· of all to vom· efforts tu 
maintaiu Hob:son Ba,v as a' portal worlh;v 
o[ :m_ch a. m~gnificcnt city, which giv£>:-; 
p1·om1sc of being eyer gl'c:tlC'r and grea.lct. 
ThU- is not merely a local milttor, it is 
sun~l_v a coracern of the whole Dominion. 
ThNc is a point that cannot bC too 
sli-ougly stressed, and that is the indus
Lria.1 isation would greatly depreciate many 
properties, and one wonders if a claim 
for compensation from sufferers could be I 
marle good. Stress is also laid upon the 
cost, o( reclaiming that area for sports 
grounds. Would it be so? Is not the 1 
whole area. practically Jevel? One wouM 
think that there would be no difficulty 
in forming suita.hlc serpentine channels, 
tlu:• banks of whi<'h would keep out wat<'rs 
corning from elsewher(', 'inC'luding tlhi 
tides , and would }pave Ie,·cl ground, 
which, with little labour, C'onld be util
ised, eYPn at a 1cvel sM·eral foel belnw· 
tide levels as is con~ta11lly done, fol' tbo 
pumping of what rain wAter would fn\1 
woul d he a. small concern. 

WEDNESDAY, J ULY 20, 1927. 

THE HOBSON BAY I SSUE. 

So,IE aspects of the question as to 
what shall be done with Hobson 
Bay \\'ere illuminatingly discutsed 
yesterday, but the last word has by 
no means been sald. The case [01 

the consen·ation of the a rea as a 
1 

scenic a~sct and its assOl·iale<l use 
1 for rc<:rc-aLionaJ purposes was well 

put h? the deputation that waitecl 
I on the chairman of the Harbour 

I 
Board. In hi s repli·, the chairman 
made it clear that uci ther in his 

, own mind nor that of the board 
generally was there an; intention to 
turn the area to commerC'iaJ uses in 
the near future. Later in the d1iy, 
the chairman read to the hoard ,, 
statement to t he effect that the 
scheme of harbour works now con
templated docs not include any re
clamation there a nd t hat the board 
has been the gua rdian of the people 
of Auckland in the conservation of 
t he hay. But for its ,· i!(ilaurc, ~Ir. 
::\LackC'nzie r la im<'d, the area inside 
thl' railwas cmhankrnent- for whose 
erection thP board is , of <·our~c. in 
no waj rcspnnsihlc- might not have 
been conserved. Further. he 

a ,·e1Tcd that the board could be 
trusted to look after the interests 
of the people of the province. and 
cited as proof of its trustworthiness 
its lease tc the City Council of the 
bed of the Orakei basin and its offe r 
to lease to the council a further area 
on the shore side of the sewer. Dis
cussing a motion to endorse the 
chairman's action in the matter-a 
motion whose purport and reference 
were not as obvious, however. as 
they might have been made-some 
members of the board avowed them
selves as equally anxious with their 
severest critics to save the beauty 
of the harbour. All this is to the 
good. The hody of citizen opinion 
behind the plea of the deputation 
has been expressed, and the hoard 
disavo,vs any immediate or early in
tention of commercialising the bay. 
Nevertheless. t he ql\estion remains 1 

practica lly where it was. 

II the members of t he deputation 
were satisfied with Mr. :lfackenzie's 
reply they were very easily satisfied . 
There was no effective answer in 
the statement that the commercial
ising of the area was not included in 
the board's programme for the next 
twenty years, and that the question 
was one to be decided hy the 
board in nffice twenty-five years 
hence. There stands against this 
statement the boa rd's recent action 
in sending on to various local bodies 
its engineer's recommPndation fol' 
the reclamation of the bay and the 
use of a large part of the reclaimed 
a rPa i11 the erection of revenue-pro
dt,cing industria l (Ind commercial 
huildings. [f this is not the present 
hoard's intention , why did it send 
on that recommendation 7 [f it is 
alien to the present board's inten
tion, there is still less reason for 
sending it on Refening to the 
chairman's considered statement. 
some members of the board evinced 
no doubt that the board bad to use 
its lands for revenue-producing 
purposes. Of what avail agninst 
their expression of this opinion are 
their professions of care for t he 
beautification of the harbour 7 
Clearly, th11t beauti£;·ing is to them 
a secondary consideration. The 
deputntion's point-that it ought 
not to be so considered-remains 
unmet. The declaration that "it 
will be time enough to make a row•· 
when the llOard has decided to use 
the area in this way is also beside 
the point. Then the protest may 
be too late. Indeed, in such circum
stances, the hoard might very well 
assume that ln rcachinµ; its de
cision it coµld count on the acquies
cence of citizens, and its members 
might, turn upon objectors with 
"Why did you not make a row when 
the project was first mooted 7" 
Never was a protest more in order 
or more timelv than the one voiced 
by the dcnutation. 

The truth is that in all sm·h mat
ters there is a need to think ahead 
-cvc-n more than twenty years 
ahead. Mr Mackenzie's state
ment, prepared for the board's meet• 
ing, provides interesting proof of 
this. It was in 1871, be says, that 
the first chairman of the hoard had 
the bed of Hobson Bay included in 
the board's endowments, "and prP
sumahly he and others who were 
responsible for that act had in mind 
the future of t he port when the area 
would be required for public pur 
poses." Precisely. That is the 
way these things are done-hy think
ing and acting in advance. Now. 
as a result. the hed of the bay is in
cluded in the endowments mort
gaged to the board's bond-holders 

[ as security for its loans : and so. 
presumably, the hoard feels itself 
under ohligation to turn this area, 
to the utmost limit or possihility, to 
profit-earning purposrs. HPre is 
an instance abundantly justir;·ing 
i.he present protest. Tt manifests 
the power of the dead hand. · Be
rause of ,vhat was clone so long ago. 
the present board feels constrained 
to think of the revenue-producing 
capabilities of the area, looking to 
"the welfare of the port." Citizens 
should draw the moral. They must 
he on their guard against an_v action 
by the board that may similarly in
fluence its successors, twenty or 
thirty years ahead. Their vigilance 
ought not to slacken because of any 
suggestion th11t, by that time, what 
has long been a beauteous bit of 
foreshore will he needed for com
mercial purposes through the city's 
expansion. It is for them to say 

I now for what plll·poses they want 
this area kept. using their judgment 
in the light of approved town
pla nning principles. Unless they 
do this, they will be sadly to blame. 

In the last resort, they-not the 
Harbnur Board, nor the City Coun
cil, nor pven a Government depart
ment-have the right to decide. The 
crucial point in the issue now raised, 
by the Harbour Board's sending of 
its scheme to oi.her bodies for com
ment, is the relation of Hobson Bay 
to a comprehensive plan for future 
Auckland. All else in the discus
sion ought to be viewed as sub
sidiary to that. I t is not a moment 
too soon to press that point, and 
there should not be risked a delay 
that would court eYentuallv the re
joinder th,it it is too late' to press 
it . 



"l:fANDS OFF.'' . 
·ff., ------ ~ ·1.'1 SrM f 

FUTURE OF: HOBSON BAY. 

RAILWAY YARDS NOT WANTED 

ACTION BY CITIZENS. 

Incensed by the possibility that .Hob• 
son Bay may eventually be transformed 
into a. noisy and smoky industrial area, 
a meeting of Auckland citizens, su.ffi
eiently large to pack the upstairs meet
ing hall of the Chamber of Commerce, 
last evening passed several resolutions, 
protesting against any proposal to fur
ther spoil the beauty of the waterfront, 
and favouring the conversion of the bay 
into an inland lake. 

In admitting that money would have 
to ix, spent to convert the bay into a 
picturesque lake, the chairman, the Hon. 
George Fowlds, said that those respon
sible for carrying out the scheme could 
leave something worse than debts to 
their: successors-they could leave missed 
opportunities. It must have come as a 
shock _to many citizens, he said, to learn 
that Hobson Bay would probably be
come another Mechanics' Bay, or some
thing worse-a noisy shunting yard. 

Whether the time to grwb the bay was 
near or far, it was for the people of 
Auckland to do somet,hing now, before it 
was too late, Mr. Fowlds continued. It 
might be som~thing of an exaggeration 
to say that the bay was still a thing of 
beauty, but it certainly had wonderful 
possibilities. Surely sufficient sacrifice 
had ab-eady been made of the beautiful 
harbour shore. 

The meeting, Mr. Fowlds finished, had 
not been called for the purpose of criti

lcising any particular •body. What was 
wanted was a good healthy public 
opinion to make .known the wishes of 
the citizens in the preservation of -the 
foreshore. 

Possible Traffic Outlet. 
In moving a resolution tliat the meet

ing should urge upon the City Council, 1 

the Auckland Harbour Board, and the 
Auckland Drainage Board the urgent 
necessity of converting Hobson Bay into 
an inland lake, along the lines of the 
No. 2 scheme submitted to the Harbour 
Board, Mr. H. P . .Richmond detailed the 

, proposal. Under this scheme a roadway, 
passing for a considerable portion of its 
length along the present sewer, might 
at some future date be formed. This 
would provide an alternativo traffic 
route to and from the city, and thereby 
do much to obviate the present "bottle
neck" problem at Newmarket. The No. 2 
scheme was a concrete and compara
tively inexpensive one. It was felt that 
if Hobson Bay was earmarked for a pur
l pose entirely different from an indus-
1 trial area it would never drift back into 

one. 

I "I was a member of the deputation 

I 
which waited on the Harbour Board 
recently, and my mind was very much 
more uneasy when I came away than 
before I went," said Mr. Richmond. "I 
had a very unpleasant impression that 
at the end of 25 years something very 
nasty might happen to the bay," he 
added. One member of the Harbour 
Board had advised the deputation to 
wait until it was decided to take the 

l bay, and then to protest, but already a 
1 large strip had been snatched up by the 

l 
Railway authorities. The people of 
Auckland wanted to know definitely 1 
what was going to be done, and they 
wanted }o know now. (.Applause.). 

Peace or Horror? 
. Everyone living in the vicinity of the , 

bay were entitled now to know whether 
the future vista "·as to be ono of natura] 
beauty or of smoke stacks; whether 
they would continue to enjoy the peace 
and quiet which existed to-day, or 
whether they would have the horror of 
whistles and railway bells all day and 
all night. 

The suggestion that the people of 
Auckland should wait for twenty-five 
years to see what was g0ing to be done 
with the bay was the very antithesis of 
modern town-planning, said Mr. Rich
mond. Also, people buying sections in 
the Orakei garden suburb wanted to 
k~ow what they were going to look at
natural beauty or an industrial area. 

Mr. Percy Upton seconded the motion. 
Local bodies, he said, were the people's 
representatives, and would do what the 
citizens wanted. He would venture to 
say that individually the members of 
the Harbour Board were no different 
than they themselves as regards the 
desire to keep the harbour beautiful. 
Anyone who could speak in favour of 

, :etaining Hobson Bay, and failed to do 
1 so, would be blamed by posterity if it 

disappeared. The citizens wanted, firstly, 
to let their representatives know that 
they were opposed to their views; and, 
secondly, to put forward a scheme 
which would preserve the bay. 
. A second motion, urging upon the 

I Government the advisability .of recon
sidering the present scheme of utilising 
the reclaimed land in Hobson Bay for 

\ marshalling yards or other railway pur-
poses, and suggesting the utilisation for 
that purpose of land further from _the 
city, was moved by Mr. J. Osburne
Lilley. 

Harbour Board's Attitude. 
A Jetter from Mr. H. R. Mackenzie, 

cl1airinan of the Harbour Board, was 
read by llfr. L. P. Leary. After apolo
gising for his inability to attend, Mr. 
Mackenzie said that his remarks about 
Hobson Bay were that in the future it 
might be required for the board's own 
use and for, public purposes. The board 
would not agree to hand over the whole I 
area to anyone, but that did not refer 
to anything that had been suggested, 
viz., the granting of the area of 72 acres 
for recreation purposes and the lease to 
the City Council of Orakei Basin. 

It was hard to know just what the 
letter meant, said Mr. Leary .• It 
appeared to him that the board were 
not prepared to say that the. bay w_as 
not going to be used for md1_1s_tnal 
purposes. It was better that the c1t1zens 
should know now 

A third motion was proposed and 
seconded as follows: "'l'hat this meeting 
urges upon the local bodies concerned 
the desirability of calling a conference 
to decide the allocation of an area or 
areas in their territory suitable for 
manufacturing and commercial purposes, 
and also for recreation." 

The three motions were then put to 
the meeting and carried un~nimously. 
It was also suggested that steps be 
taken to form a "Hands Off Hobson Bay 
League," the matter being left in the I 
hands of a committee, who arc to fur
ther the proposals. 

Tidal Lake for 
Hobson Bay 

HARBOUR BOARD APPROVES 

SCHEME ONL.. Y TEMPORARY 

APPROVAL of the proposed 
conservatio11 of a portion of 

Hobson Bay as a threequarter tide 
lake was expressed by the Auck
land Harbour Board at its me~t
ing yesterday. 

The scheme approved by the 
board provides for the construc
tion of threequarter tide weirs so 
as to form a lake of about 240 
acres. 
The question came b~fo 

in the form of a repoJ.·t o 
in-committee in which ll llowini; 
rccomrnendntions ,verc m.a. .-

That su bject to enabling legbdation, 
the work of converting the bay into 
un inland lake on the lines of the sec
ond of the two schemes p1·op0se-d 
should' be approved, on condition that 
the Public Vlorks Department w0t1ld 
undertal-:C'- to incrense the bridge open
ing near Point Resolution to a ~mflicient 
w,idth to provide that the current at 
all states of the tide shot1ld not be 
gre:1te1· than under the existing :'lr
rd.ngements. 
BOARD SHEDS RESPONSIBILITY 
That the Public ,vorks Department 

01· the Auckland C ity Council should 
give a satisfactory undertal<ing to 
carry out a nd complete the ,vorl-: with!n 
the amount of money at present on de
posit in the names of the chairmen of 
the Drainage Board and the Harbour 
Doard; that the City Council or son1e 
properly~constituted and respon:;;ible 
authority should accept full responsi
bility for the care, control and upkeep 
oC the area and indemnify the Har
bour Board against claims for all acci 
dents, damage, loss or cm·tailment of 
riparian 1·ights or other claims. 

The report went on to state that 
the board's agreement to the work 
being undertaken is with the plain 
understanding that it will be onry 
of a temporary nature, as the land 
will be required by the board at a 
future date. 
The recommendations, which ,..,.ere 

adopted, will be referred to the IJoanl's 
:-10Iicitors for approvnl. 
MR. BLOODWORTH'S OBJECTION 

Disagi·cement with the clause stip·u
lating that the Auckland City Coun
cil. or some other authority, shoult.1 
accept responsibility for the upkeep of 
1 he area was voiced by :Hr. 'l'. Blood
worth. "I can understand the recom-· 
mendation if Hobson Bay ,vere to hC' 
filled in for Use as a park," said ) lr. 
Bloodworth, ';but why does the Har
bour Board ·want to shed its responi=;i
bility for tho upkeep of a ' salt-wat('r 
lake, especially ns the lake is to be 
allowed only temporarily?" 

"The City Council was very plea~r,d 
to tako over the Oi-akc,i Basin.'' <,b
~crved l\fr. G. R. Hutchinson. 

"Oh, but for a. hundred :vca!·s, 
though,'' t'eplied :i\[r. Bloodworth. 

,;Do you suggest nny an1enclnv~n t '.''' 
a:-.kcd the deputy-chafrman, Mr. )f. J L 
'\Vynyard. 

··No-I am only C'Xpressing- my llis
ng;reement with one clause." 

'fhe report was then adoptP<l. :\[I'. 
Uloodworth's objection being recorded. 
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AREA ON MANUKAU HARBOUR WJTIJ SPECIAL ADVANTAGES AS' A SITE FOR INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES. 
The shaded portion of this map encircles the tract of over 700 acr"s forming, roughly, a triangle with its apices al Penrose, West
field and theeastern part of Onehunga. This area is con idered to be much more suitable and appropriate than Hobson Bay as an 

industrial centre. Existinit factories are indicated by rectanitUlar blocka. 
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Si~,-Those in charge seem bent on 

making our beautiful harbour into a more 
river, and on the disfiguration of all th~ 
on~e beautiful J1eadlaqds and bays. As a 
resident of the Nol'lh Shore I now realise 
we are living in a fool's paradise. Lately 
we have had the sug~estion of the filling 
in _of Shoal Bay to make approaches for a 
bridge. In addition, this land could be 
sold, they tell us, for enough ' 1money 0 to 
pay for the bridge. Now, again, in ~fon. 
day's HERAr~n, you show another scheme 
that would fill in a further basin, and one 
can almost picture tho authorities jump• 
ing at this idea of a bridge. ift for no 
other reason than that it would give them 
the very excuse necessary to ruin the 
northern aide of our harbour as well 
One can more or less understand such an 
idea corning from a rival town, but where 
do the enemies, that we evidently have 
in our midst, come from? Besides its 
beauty, Auckland Harbour has always 
b_een a playground for the youth of this 
city, from the poorest to the wealthiest. 
It is fringed by thousands of homes, where 
the boats, from the finest yacht to tho 
most humble canoe, can be looked after 
almost at the owner's back door. Twent y 
years ago it was a picture with its placid 
waters and its beautiful armlets, but what 
will it be but a dirty swift-running river, 
in only another 20 years even, if the same 
soulless commercialised spirit is allowed 
to go on unbridled and to continue in the 
absurd desolation of all and every nat ural 
beauty spot. The time is ripe when the 
people of Auckland should rise in a body 
and make themselves definitely beard and 
felt. Your timely leader htlS awakened 
some of us at last, and the sooner a. citi .. 
zens' vigilance sodcty is formed to look 
after our beautiful and priceless inherit .. 
ances, the better. not only for our$elves., 
but for our children to come. 

W. A. JOJll<STOY. 

WATERFRONT CHANGES 
. H . ---- 1?/_7p 

PRETTY BAYS OBLITERAT O. 

BEAIJfIES OF EARLIER DAYS. 

MAORI SONGS ON BEACH. 

If Hobson Bay is reclaimed at some 

future• time and ,devoted to industrial 
uses it will but share the fate of others 

nearer the city. St. George's Bay, t 

:'.\Iechanics Bay, Official Bay, Commercial 

Bay, are no,v only names and memories, 

For 70 years or so the Auck.land ,va ter

fro,nt has suffered a stuightening process 

by, the cutting down or smalJ promontories 

and the filling-np of bays between them. 

The Hobson Bay discussion gives new 

interest to & pen-picture of Mechanics 

Bay as it was a decade after Auckland 
was Mt&blished. The account is taken 
from . a pampqlet published 25 or 30 
years ago and attributed to Sir J ohn 
Logan Campbell. The following are some 
extracts:-

" Upper Queen Street was & foot path 
leading through tangled fern across 
a deep gully, while Upper Symonds 
Street and Khyber Pass Road were only 
about to be formed by working 
parties of the 58th Regiment. The 
principal outlet t o the count ry by 
which tho ,.-hole traffic passed was Par
nell. Newton and the whole dist rict west 
of Hobson St reet lay in a sta te or nature, 
with here and there a set tler's residence 
in the expa.nse of ferns. Mr. Probert, in 
Newton, and l\[r. Cox, in Cook Street 
and Freeman 'e; Bay, "'-'Ore pioneers of 
civilisat ion in these benighted districts. I 



Scene In Kechanlcs' Bay. 

u As for aristocratic Ponsonby, it was I 
less known than Kikowhaknrore. Its rival, 
Parnell, was then as now tbe sanctuary 
of Government officials and lrn.d a strong 
ecclesiastical flavom· about it. A fow 
houses were clustered on St. Barnabas' 
Point, while Ilull's grocery, Tom John~ 
son's \Vindsor Castle, Mr. Vidal' s, Mr. 
Elliott's, and Dr. Pollen's dwell ings wore 
leading fea.tares of the Parnell main road. 

" Along the beach line of the city 
what changes have ta.ken place in 50 
years! In Mechanics Bay (\Vaipapa) at 
that date (1852) the tide laved the sandy 
beach of the Strand, lined from end to 
end with native canoes, whose owners, at 
their tents on the beach at the native 
hostelry, drove a. brisk trade with pro
duce and kept the bay jocund with song 
and jest and dance alike on the beach 
and in the raupo huts on the hill above 
the bridge. Here morning and evening 
might be heard from every tent the 
sounds of pra.yer and praise, while on 
the Sabbath day natives might be seen 
trooping in their blankets to St. Barna
bas1 Church on the point, where tho Re,·, 
K issling ministered. 

The Picturesque Sacrificed. 

" ,vnerr the U nion Sash and Door Fae• 
tory stood t ill burned down , Mr. Hertr~• 
!\icol and his shipwrights were busy turn. 
ing out a coastal fleet for Auckland. ~ ear 
the bridge were tho saw pits of ~lcssrs. 
Car5:on and Clark, the rope works of the 
late Mr. James Robertson, while on the 
flat was Ashby's flour mill, driven by 
!;he water.race from thp Domain dam. 
In the spacious ropCworlts the nn.tives w~re 
feasted by a paternal Government on each 
24th Of iiay in honour Of .heir Sover eign's 
birthday. On the crest of the hill in 
Allen Road stood St. Andrew's Church 
(the pulpit of-which was then occupied by 
the Re,·. John Inglis), and which had not 
then blossomed out as now with rt. st c':!plc 
of the ' pepper-castor order. 

11Change is all written now I and through 
the progress of events ){echanics Bny 
can scarcely be r ecognised as that. of 1852. j 
The railway locomotiT"e now snorts and 
puffs where the canoe glided over the 
pellucid waters. The shipwright and Ins 
merry -men ha'\'e gone, t.he miller and bis 
mills are no more, a. well-kept vegetable 
garden replaces the dam whero a scoro of 
Maoris ' and Europeans were wont t.o 
swim. St. Barnabas' Church bas gouo 
and the point with its pobutukaw~ trees 
ablaze with bloom in Christmas t ime has 
been sacrificed to olititarianh~m. 'fhe 
nat ive hostelry is silent, dingy and de
serted, for no more will be heard the 
sound o[ nat ive hymn, song or dance. T he 
children o! na ture have !ade<l a way before 
the 'ha rd ier colonis t.'" 

PRESERVING _ BOBSON BAY. 

P UBLIC MEETING AR\U :S-GE!.l. 

A p ublic meet ing to proteit. against tho 
p1·oposa.l to utilise l~ohson Bay for com 
mercial and rail wn.y purposes bas been 
convened Ly Sir J ames Coa tes, the Hon. 
G. Fowlds, Mr. C. Rhodes and Mr. G. 
H. Wilson and will be held in the 
Chamber of Commerce on Friday even• I 
ing. 

Thete is strong feeling that the bay 
should be preserved, or, i£ reclaimed, 
m1cd as a recreation reserve, 'l'he e ver• 
increasing gro,vth of industrial activit ies 
on the harbour waterfront has become a 
r;nomentous question 'and has aroused con• 
~idera.ble opposition. 

Ii. HOBSON BAY. l9,7"2J. 
Sir,-Jt appears to b(' tho int« lll!rlH tr 

the Harbour 13oard to oblitrrnto 0110 (if 

the few 1ema111ing bays 011 our lial'lnmr 
front, aud aitcl' t he s~>o1iation of lloli~o:1 
Bay, the octopus will, no doulil, 1·rad1 
out its insidious tentad(•~ townrd Koh1 
rnararna and :::;t. Heli<'n, llavs. \Yh<'n 
thf':-;<' prC'tly plea!-me r-esorts l;aH~ «h. Jp
pca1·rcl, eYery piclurc~que feature 011 1h11 
side of the hathour will have l1t•f-'n cffo.(;'Jll 
for C\.·cr, and scores of bC'khin;,( d1im1wy• 
,tacks will pollute the whole of till' sur• 
rounding residenlia l a l'e:i~, effec:tivt>ly pro
claiming the baneful policy of thP honril 
for all time. Apart. from th t'.' w ~/.l t pl,•a~ 
smo and physical benefit whid1 1Tol,so11 
Bay affords \o c1·owds of C'h il d1·1'n and 
g:J"Own- ups who frequ('nt it t h ronf'liout t\11• 
!-llllllU'r, there is a Yaluahlc ~C'('llH' a'l~rt in 
this and the other bays ahove-mtntionNl. 
T lw Jlarhour Iloard, with its purely ul ili
tarian views and commerciali~in~ i1k:1s, 
ilppear to he perfectly im1iff<',·ent to t hf' 
nppra]!'i of those citizrn~ of wul"r ;rnrl 
more intelligl•nt outlook who 1ralic:r th,
lrn" value of pre,ervin~ th" 11;1t11ral 
hcautie:-i of the \Vaitrmata for tl1" prc,.rnt 
and thC' futurE" g-en"'riltion~. J hth"P ln·rd 
here nrarh- ha]( m_v lirr :md !'llill rnjnr, a, 
ke,.nlv as ·when [ fir~t ~aw it. thr• wonder• 
fn1 C'Ompo~ition of li,[!hl nn_d colnur. lhe 
~enlle contours of the htlls, tho rvrr
a;rrf'n glaclei::., the ciistant heacllandc: ~oft• 
f'llNl iri luminous haze, thCl warm pnrnlr 
~haclows of woodland vn llf'VS. tl1t'.' c:hiuinq 
waters of t he gulf, and tllf' k;llrido.,ropk 
changr!i wrought by tho flrN'Y rloud~ or 
1\ summer sky, all as if some D ivit10 :u·ti~t 
woro forever at W(ll'k on a panomm1f' 
ma~t"'·pic>c;A. And W<' are to he com
prllNl to exC'h ango th is for thP :i-r,rclirl 
u~Jine~s of !',hunting yanls, rniokP-ho. 
g_rimecl rngine sheds and air-pollut ing- fac
tories. Have t he t housands "h<J hn,~~ 
made their homes around thrs" beautiful 
l,~ys no daim to considel'atinn ! In !his 
ronne<·ticm ,,.·e mav as well a1k wl1at the 
town-planning hoards nr committo<'s haY(l; 
to say npon this suhjed. 11<,PS it comr 
"ithiu tl1e S<'ope of their functions to in
tc>rposr, in tha puhlic intt:'rf'~t aml wl'l
fore, to prevent tl1is t hreat~nf'd violati,,n 
of nnr rights anrl herita,e:e? Tf ,-o, nnw 
is th<' time to justif_v th('ir l''\istrnrr. 1t 
is hiJrh tirn<! that thr peo11ln cl<'ma.ndNl 
that. 1hE'SO "seats of the miµh t v" hl1oulrl 
h" filled hy ntP n ot' wi rlor viFion. I 

~ - F. " . \ UREN, l 

FATE OF HOBSON BAY.j 
H - --- 20•7· 3! 

COMllIERCIAL UTIL!SATlON. 

" NOT FOR TWENTY YEARS." 

POLICY OF HARBOUR BOARD. 

DEPUTATION TO THE CHA IRM.\ N. 

"ThPre is nothi ng in tho H arbour 
Iluanl'~ pr~grnmme fo r tho next 20 year~ 
w liich has reference to the 1·cclaiming of 
I r,,bi:;on Day with the ohject or us!11g 
the area fo1· commerl'in l Jmrpost'!'I. Tha t 
is a question ior the board in <.iJlko 25 
years hence to decide/' said Mr J l. ]L 
.:'l fack<.•nzie, chairman ,,f tho ,\ ncklnnd 
Harbour IJoard, yesterday, in rt•ply to a 
d£'putat1on oi .-ibout SO citm'ns "l11th 
w,1itf'll upon him in rden-nce to the 
i1r1 ure of Hohson Bay. 

''\\'e repre:,ent no particular ho~y, C''\ 
cc>pt, pcrhap::;, the citizens of t he pro• 
vi nee,'' said Mr. L. P. L eary, in ex 
plarn1ng: t he object of t.he deputation. It 
wa~ felt the Harbour Board 's mtcntions 
with reg ard to the future o f H obson Bay 
wi\~ d matter which vitally affected th t! 
city It had bet>n said that 60 acre!': 
or" lite a rea would be set npart fo1 
rf'cre.itional purpose!-, :1lthough n1> d rlin 
ih• art>a hn d bPen deddPd , and tlrnt tl1e 
Railway 0 Ppartment would U5C 140 acre 
a~ marshalling _vards T hP cl('putation 
was concerned with the remaining area of 
al,out 175 acres, which might, or mh:ht 
not, he used for commercial pu rpo!-l'S. 
ft wns recognised the hoard wa'i not 
,·rt <'Ommitted on the matt('r. a nd t h(' 
ilr-putation . there fore. made hold to rnm1 
fiir"·arcl with ·the \'iews of :1 ,·«•rv 1; •gp 

ii J1, of citizens. 
Auckland's Front Door. 

The difficulties of t he position wC'l'o 
nppn•cia ted. It was known t he H arl101H 
Roard had a duty to the city, and t hat 
the rovenue from the 175 arres mPn• 
t ionE'd would be largely npplif•d to the 
l'Nlnction of h~rbour dues. Y et. tho clr
puta tion asked that the sch<'mc fo r util 
i~in i;: the a rea for commercial pm·pl')!iM 
~hould never he allowPd to r rach 
fruition. 'l'he deontation pr('scntC'd t wo 
considerations. Firstly, th<.'re was the 
vi<'wnoint of the rPsidents in the vicinitv 
of Hobson Bav. P eople lived there h~
<'anse o f t he unsurpa'-sed ontlook, l1ut if 
a large portion of the area WM to h P 
c:iven over to a ngular hnildings, c:m(}l.;p. 
~tach. nnd alt the impedimenta of com• 
merce. residents mnst in n "<'n!IIP rt>i::artl 
th<'ir rhPri~hed outlook as doomrd. 

"Rnt this is the mo!',t import ant con 
o;;ickration. and the 'itron~est nl f"n WC' rnn 
rrnt fnrward ." ~aid Mr LPnrv. "()ur 
front dnnr shonlci hP kPpt a.:; fmr front 
rlonr. ,ind not he u,;rd for utilitarian 
purposps We rven make hnl<l to sn" 
r:-c-..,t that t hP dnes that miqht hf' <lr
rinrl frnm thr area shoul<l he for ,z:onr. 
Thr Harhour Board is the trm:ter of th(• 
rnrpc:}iore as mu rh ~._ o r thC\ hnrho11r. 
t ·nfortuna.tel:v, from one cause and tHI 

other . over which Ute hoard had no rnn 
fro!. a11 t he h avs have gone ,mtil this 
is tfic oulv one left. 

""·e are aware the Railwav Drpart 
mrnt proposes to use land th<'re for mar 
~halli1r~ ~·ards. '' ~fr. Learv a<ld~P "That 
matter. we as:')ure von, will he tnkrn up 
in ;:,nothPr place w1th the right nuthori 
tie!l.'' It was realised the recc>nt r('port 
rin the area had he("n made 11v cnmnc• 
trnt Pn~ineers. but it wa"i snag_Pst('('t the 
n~port was given from a p;i.rticuh,r point 
of vif'w-consideration of the H arhnur 
Bnnrd'., revenues m-or(' than anythiug 
el"P. If the question lrn d hrrn rrn1 
!'.irlf'red from the poin t of view of t1w 
ritv's wPl f:ue. t he enginrers mitd1t wPII 
ha\·o taken a d ifferent nttit ndr. 

Fo;ming an Inland L>ke. 
II should still be possihl l"' t o 11rnponnd 

a !itclieme for form i11,i;:r an inlat,d lake iu 
thn nrea that had br en m<"ntio11t.'d as 
~,iital.lc for commf'rcial pur poc:c>-;. T iu' 
difhru!tv of cont rol or a n inland L1kf! 
wa~ anPreciated. lt " as Sllt!''!csted. hm•.• 
c·ver. that ~n v iew of t he sTrnu~ Public 
opinion on the matter it wonld h a 
arac,-'1:.1 act on the part of thf' hn.ur. 
to hand o,·er t he area to t h<" citv. 

.-\ s ;in alternati'\~e, the ho11rd n1;...,.1 • 
J,-•11i its frirndlv co-operntion to t1 \'.' 
'-rllt'me hv allowin.2 <the f'it v Counril to 
lak<' a lnn_l? lease at a low rPntal. c-i\· 
me: th" hoard the right of tC'O("<'npatio11 
one- rlav. the board to rrimhur~E' the 
ronnril ·for anv exnf'nditurP inrnrrNt 

A.l'(·hhishop A,•erill. who Mid h,- spnkf'!
purPlv n, a private C'iti1.en . s:iid t l,,t i 1 

:i rrrtain sens~~ all were trnsteM or tl1c> 
vr1·v nolilf' hPritril""t" nnd ns~wt whirh th" 
hn1·ho11r wns. 'l'hP rl t> outaHon <lid nnt 
s<'c>k to C'ri t icise t he hofl rrl , hnt tn <'' 
nrC'ss a S('ntiment. a '\'"t,rV stron~ :i:r-nl i 
rn"nJ-, f.hat all po~,ih l<' rart'.' should h' 
fnkf'n to nresrrve fl,e harhour. n~ fa, all 
no~c:ihJ,-. in tho st nte in whirl1 it 'i1111 
ht"f'n h.1nded down from prf'!rNl in:.r t'.:f'tl""r• 
Rfionc: 



Hobson ·Bay Safe ,rJ:J.J 

r~ For Twenty Years 
CITIZENS' FEARS ANSWERED 

"f CAN assure you that there is no dang-er of the commer
cialisation of Hobson Bay for at least 20 years." 

JN these words the chairman of the 
Auckland Harbour Board, i1r. H. 

R. Mackenzie, concluded his reply t0 
an influential deputation of 40 lead• 
ing citizens of Auckland. headed by 
Archbishop A,·erill, Bishop J. M. Lis
ton and Mr. L. P. Leary, which ,vaited 
upon him this morning to ascertain his 
a'.litude with regard to the proposed 
utilisation of Hobson Bay for indus• 
trial purposes. 

In opening the case for the depu
tation, Mr. Leary said that his sup
porters had come as representing no 
particular body, but they were there 
on behalf o( the citizens of the pro
vince. As citizens they realised 
their sense of responsibility in plead• 
ing the protection of the city's natural 
beauties. They realised the Harbour 
Board had no control oYer the Railway 
Department's intentions, respecting 
th~ 140 acres to be used as marshal
ling yards, but they had come to in· 
quire about the possible future of the 
170 acres under the jurisdiction of the 
board. 

"We realise your hands are not yet 
t: ,l," said Mr. Leary, "and we are 
appreciative of your difficulties in the 
matter. ,ve know that revenue de
rived from the commercialisation of 
r 170 acres would be used in the 
reduction of harbour dues met we 
make bold to suggest that the scheme 
should never come to fruition." 

CITY'S FRO·NT DOOR 

He asked that the chairman should 
consider the question from two points 
of view. The first and lower consid
eration was a regard for the citizens 
whose property lay round the shores 
of the bay. Mr. Leary pictured the 
disflguration of the area were it 
utilised for industry and commerce. 
Most o1 these people's worldly goods 
were represented l>y their property on 
the fringe of Hobson Bay and some
thing very near and dear to them 
would be lost should the waters of the 
bay be obliterated. 

T' .e second and vastly more im• 
portant aspect which most citizens 
wished to espouse was that the 
city's front door should be kept 
its front door and not be used 
for utilitarian purposes. 
He suggested that the reYenue de

rived from the industrialisation of the 
area might be well foregone. 

Concerning the Railway Depart
ment's intentions with regard to the 
140 acres. Mr. Leary said that would 
be dealt with at the proper place and 
at the proper lime. 

"We come to you In as friendly and 
as constructive a way as possible," 
continued the speaker, "and we would 
suggest the lake scheme in conjunc• 
tiou with tile park proposal as being 
the most suitable, and if the matter 
were approached sympathetically a 
satisfactory plan might be eYOlYed. 

ult would be a graceful act if 
you could see your way to hand 

over the whole area of the bay to 
the city," suggested Mr. Leary. 
"Failing that, perhaps the Auck• 
land City Council could take over 
a long lease from the Harbour 
Board, and in the event of the bay 
being taken back by the board 
compensation would be made by 
the harbour authorities. 
"We (eel sure the diflicu~ty can be 

overcome," concluded Mr. Leary, "and 
our heritage preserVed to us for ever." 

"OUR GLORIOUS HERITAGE" 

"As a citizen or this no mean city i 
of Auckland, I wish to endorse Mr. 
Leary's sentiments," said Arch· 
bishop AYerill. "We are all trustees 
of the glorious heritage which bas l 
been handed down to us from our 
fore[athers." 

He assured l\ir. Mackenzie they 
were not there to criticise the board 
but to express a strong sentiment 
urging that the bay should be retained 
in its present form. They were on· 
tirely in accord with the board in the 
lake-and-park plan. 

Bishop Liston said that industrial 
progress promoted contentment among 
the people, but they could not disre
gard the uplift!ng influences of Nature. 
The natural beauty of Auckland 
should be preserYed at the cost of sac~ 
riflce industrially. 

ODIUM THROWN AT BOARD 
Replying to the clep·utatiou, Mr. 

:Mackenzie said he was impressed, as 
chairman by tho representations of 
the speakers. lie would like to clear 
up certain mistaken opinions or citi· 
zens. 

"A lot of odium has been thrown on 
the board by various citizens," said 
Mr. Mackenzie, , "but the Harbour 
Board is no more responsible for the 
Railway Department's proposals than 
you gentleme n are." 

He went on to explain that bis 
board had no say in the matter as to 
what the railways intended doing 
with the bay. The department took 
what portion of the area it wanted. 
That was all laid down in the railways' 
programme 14 years ago. 

When tho deputation spoke of the 
board presenting Hobson Bay to the 
city, it had to remember that persons 
holding Harbour Board debentures 
had to he considered. 

Mt'. Mackenzie stated !11.at the cost 
of reclaiming the 72 acres [or the par!c 
- not 60, as understood by the deputa
tion-would be in the vicinity of 
£200,000, while to reclaim _the whole 
of the area inside the railway em• 
hankmeut would involve an expendi• 
ture of £1,000,000-hence there was 
no })rospect of the board making any 
move for at least 20 years. In the 
meantime it had a full programme of 
future works on which to concentrate. 

The deputation wa.rmly thanked 
Mr. Mackenzie for his sympath etic r e· 
ception. 

Need of Playing Areas. 
••n w011lU ~ivc us as much distr(.>~S if 

TTohson Rriv i~ turned into an industrial 
area ns ir lh,n~itolo wC're conver1C'rl intn 
1, Sfl'rie~ of scoria nils." the Archhishon 
._aid. "W<' f:mnot hnve t()() m::inv plav• 
in~ areR~, and if nart of tho arr-a sug
gE''it(.>d ror industrial dl'velopmrnt co11lrl 
he giV<'ll OVClr to that pnrpose, thr 

.

hoaril can hl' ns,.Urf'cl of thr fnll snppod l 

I 

of t hP citizens." . 
•• /\ far~P citv lik<' Auckland has a 

social mission nc; well ns a commercial 
one." said lfo;hop L iston . 'fhP citv 
conlcl nol h:wP too manv uplifting in 
fh1C'nc-rc;. of which its own heautv was 
'-H relv one. The harhonr was a wonrler· 
fu l ,1sc;c-t of ~ntnre nnd should he kf>1>t 
·ind \e>nlonsv ~ua,rd<>cl e,·en at a sani ' 
ficC' The wnlcrfront was a nric<'less po5· 
<:"!-ision to anv C'itv nnd in thnt respC'ri 
.'\ nC'klnnd h:id hPr-n richlv C'11dowed rt'

had fpw oth<'r citiPs in the world. 
t\uckla11d h nd the right to sav. e\·r>n 

tn th<' Rnilwav DPpartment. that tllP 
citv was a livini;?. conscious thing. that 
it<{ ritizcns were its rulers, and thnt the 
privafC' rights of those who used t hf' 
forrshore sl,ould hlrnrl. as for as nossih]C'. 
with tl1C' ric:hts of the commnnitv. 

No Early Commercialisation. 
"I can ass,1rn you that ~nch an infln 

ential deputation must impress me," said 
1\fr. Mackenzie. in reply . He desired t 
clear up one matter. He nad stated to a 
deputation which had recently wa~ted 
upon him at Hobson Uav that in th1rtv 
years' time the area mij:i;ht he required 
for commercial purposes, and he a:-.sun·d 
tho deputation that the board would give 
favourable consideration to the proposal 
that the area should be used as tJ;n in
land lake nntil it was requirrd for com 
mercial purposes. " Rest assured that it 
has never heen in the mind or the hoard 
to rommercialise the area in the 1war 
fnlnre," lrn sa.id. "Our next rcclnrnalion. 
which will prolmhlv he undertaken in 
ahout 15 vears' time, is nt a point near 
the l\aurl timber mills for the purpose 
of straightening up the waterfront." 

'"l'lw Rnilwav D epartment never con
c,;ultNl the board when it -Jtarted to put 
the rH'W ]inc through/' said Mr. l\lac· 
kf'11ziC'. "and WC' had no powC'r to slop 
it." 

The hnard was ouite fa,·oul'ahlf' lo 1t 

,d1rrn~ fM a hrea:kwater and lake. and 
llC' had n~ douht a lake could he mach>.. 
The ar<'a for recreation was 72 acres. a...ml 
th,~ rost. or reclaimine even that al'ea 
,•:rmld hf' ~200.000 Hnhson Bav insid.,. 
tlw emhankmC'nt conld not he reclaimecl 
11ndr>r -Cl .000.000. and a dredc:e alonP 
wnnld rost £20.000 

"I will he nrv plf'a!'ied to lav vonr 
ex.pres<;ion of opinion heforfl. the hnn:·~ 
for considnation: ' ' c:onclnded !!Ir. Jfnr 
kem:ie. 

C~AMBER OF COMMERCE VIEW. 

:,;o .\CTION IN THE ~L\TTEl1. 

l'ho futuro ot Hobson llay was bnt'fly 
di-.~·m,~•'d hv tlte coundl or tho .-\ud,
\a11d ('ba111i11:r of (om111erce ycstcnlay. 
rJ1e p1v!)tdrnl, ,\Ir \ . G Lu 1111, s,n<l ,t 
,r,1s b,tnll_y a mattc1 with10_ the charn 
Uer':.. s(·opc, and apparently 1t would he 
sn111c 25 ·,,'·rars hcfore tho loc.ihty could 
hi• 1·nnvf'~ted to ,ndustrial U~f'. The 
oouncd decided to take oo actioo. 



Mr , . • J~. .3ush, 
City ;::neineer, 
To\m Holl, 
,U0KL.i..irD. 

Dear vir; 

13th. July 

I have to than you f'or copy o.I: report for ::., rded by 
you to the Tov,n Jlerk in rei'erence to .!obson JJ t y. 

I much rc.:;ret th .t our joint report hns been so 
: iounderstoo(l o.nd hos involved you in so much unnecessary 
discussion. 

Yours truly • 



1914/5 1/ 

Town Clerk. -
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( N Y O UR REF>LY ?LE A SE REFE R 

R 
JUly 12th, 1927. 

AND ADDRESS AL L C O M MUNIC AT IO N S 

C ITY ENG INEER 

B. Holderness Esq., 
Engineer , 
Auckland Harbour Boe.rd, 
AUCKLAND. 

Dear Sir , 

I am enclosing herewith for your information copy 

of a. report forwarded by me to the Town Clerk in reference 

to the proposals to construct an artificial lake in Hobson 

Bay and the reports that have appeared in the press relating 

thereto . 

Yours faithfully, 

:M. Inst . C. E. 
City Engineer . 



TELE PHONE NO. 4,,5.,a.g,2...5, 

-- 46-325. 
ADDRESS CORRESPONDENCE 

P.O . BOX 208. 

The Engineer, 

Auckland Harbour Board, 

AUCKLAND. 

Dear Sir, 

June 28th.1927. 

I am duly in receipt of copy of joint report dated 

June 22nd,1927 in connection with proposals for creating 

an artificial lake in Hobson Bay,for which please accept 

my thanks. 

Yours faithfully, 

JR. ENGINEER AND SECRETARY TO THE BOARD. 



2:2nd. June j, 7 

The Chcirmnn. 

AH'.1.'IFlCI.A.L .1.1.A.!C.1 AT Hlil~,-.,ON ll,\.Y . 

At a meeting convened by the Bngineer to the 
AuoklBnd .!..arbour llourd on Monday 20th June , r e ooaai<lered 
the vro_poaula for oreating an artificial lnko in Hobson 
B ➔Y • 

.1.' o aohemes were oubi..1 tted :for oonsirieration 
ao under: -

1 . To retain the ,hole of tne nreu inside the , nilv, ay 
Embankrnont at a level B01il01 hat bolow h1t;h ,.ater neap 
tide , by filling in underneath tho r;reuent bridge 
01,,enings to forrn ,1e1ra , a nd oonstruoting u look in 
oonjunotion ,,i th the weir neur .. oint flesolution to 
allow inc;reoa and egress f'or yoollta and launches • 

. 2 . To oonatruot a. three-liuorter tido ,~all oo ao to 
form a lnko of about -40 acres in area, lenvina about ,o aoreo along the 1arnell f oreshore m. th free tJCcess 
to the tide, in a.ooordunco with plan submitted to the 
1;1 t;r ...:ounoil o.nd :for,,ardeil to the IIe.rbour Boa.rd. 

It has been eu ,t,:;eated tho.t tho money de1,osi tod in 
tho joint names of the ~huir1 an of tho ilre.inaga J.loard w1d 
the ,.!hflirmun of tho Ire.rbour Doe.rd 1·or the purpose of uonatruct-
1ns a retaining wall on tho line of tho main 001.or 1n Hobson 
Bay should be d1vertod to provide t ho neoosn.ey .funds for 
the works involvod in the oooond aohomo . 

The whole area a:ff'eoted by the proposals is vested 
in the Auckland Harbour Board and tho use to lvhioh it , 111 
ultimately be put and the mothod of ita development h ve an 
impo1·tant bear1nt, upon the desirability o:f' oe.rryinc out el ther 
of the 1;ro1Joaala. 

regard 
In this tho ~ngineer to t ho Hurbonr .Joa.rd states 

that the Harbour lmrd \ ould not bo 1;re1,ared to al lienute 
in o.ny 1;o,y 1 to rights to t h e areu, .. hioh will ba gradually 
reolo.imed as apaoo 1o re .,uired :for t h e do;,oai t1on of drec.c.ingo 
nnd as the demand for fl~t lunu for industrial development 
olose to the oi ty and rail~,uy rondara it deairuble . 



Reclam~tion work is cootly and it is considered t_at 
the area could not be economically developed for resi dential 
or recreation purposes but that its proximity to the oity 
and to the rail a:y together i th other natural advantages 
render it particularly suitable for comuercial development . 

After a full discussion and subject to our individual 
vie ,a being taken as correctly indicating the policy of the 
bodies ,,hich le repreee'lt , e are unable to recommend the 
adoption of either scherie for the fol lo ing reasons; 

S0:IT:.cJ1: .m . 1. :l.'he amount of storm ater clischarging into 
l obson ~31\. , including three storm overflows from the in 
drainage system, and the relutively Sffiall ~uantity of tidal 
nater ,hie:. ould flow into the basin at high tides ould 
in our opinion render the basin insa,itary and undesirable • 

.1.he enclosed area ,ould form a .a.tural settling reser
voir in ,hich the deposition of silt .ould deleteriously 
a.ffect the sea bottom and beaches . 

There ,ould be restrictions in the sha1;e of loo •ing 
charges for craft desiring to use the area as a harbour; 
this ho,-ever ,·ould largely be offset by the increased period 
during hich vessels could enter and leave the basin. 

During the progress of reel rnation or~s, even if 
these ere confined to relatively small sections of the are, , 
the overflow of ail t - charged tater into the basin would 
spread over the lake and maintain it in an unsightly oon~ition 
and create further objectionable deposits upon the beaches. 

sc..:m:-:; NO . " . In this scheme the tidal flow , oulu be much 
greater so that the risk of contamination from sewage ould 
be considerably re uced. 

The three- quarter tide 1 all would ho ever have a 
material ponding effect tending to keep the r ater in the lake 
more disco~oured 1th silt , than ould be the case with the 
tide having free access as ,,rovided for by the bridee 
openings under the p rese.1t arrangcme:'lt. 

Under this scheme there v,oul d still be a deposition 
of silt on the sea bed and beaches and the effect of 
reclamation works , ould he only ellehtly better tha11 under 
scheme I. 

The Jity 0ounc1l could not assume control of the 
lake or expend money on its maintenance without securing 
legislative authority to do so; and the City ,,ngineer 
considers that his Council ,,ould not be prepared to accept 
any such responsibility or charge. 

lhe Engineer to the Harbour noard is of the opinion 
that 'lie '3oard \ ould accept no res1 oneibili ty for the 
control or maintenance of the areb, and ould only grant 
its consent to t he proposal on t he understanding that some 
properly constituted and responsible authority such as the 
City Council would accept full responsibility for the care , 
control and upkeep of the area, and r,ould inder:m.i:f'y the 
Harbour Board aBainst claims ~or all accidents, dama0e, 
loss or curtailment of' riparian rights or otner claims. 
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The !'ublio ,orks :Department \ ould not be prepared 
to carry out the work, or to aosume any reoponaibility 
for oontrol. 

Under the oiroumstances ,,e recoruc.end the Board 
to 'adhere to its existing agreement dth the Rail ;e.y Department 
wlti.oh ~rovidea :free tidal flo, i n to and out o:f the basin 
thl!ough ~ o 160 feet wide bridge openings. 

CI TY ENGll~lm . 

,r) 

EUGIN~H & SEJ. TATTY, AUcK1.AlrD & 
SUBUilliJlN DRAINAGE l30 · RD • 

. rnn1,;: K TO 'l'uE AUCKLAND IL\IillOUR BO RD . 



13th. June j 7 

The Superint endent. 

IIOBSOU BAY . 

SUGGESTI011 TO RliiT.AI N T.IIE .. HOLE OF 'l'Iill AllliA INSIDE THE 
RAIL ,AY 1™BANli.J&;NT AS AN ARTll!'I CI.AL L.Alu1, 0 

I f the whole of the area inside the Railway 
Emba.nlonent a t Hobson Bey is retained at a level somewhat 
below the level o-:f H. W. neap tides , the he.rbourmaster has 
sugcested tha t a lock be inst alled at the site of t he present 
bridge opening near Point Resolution. 

Provided i t is desir\able to create such an 
artifi cial lake , this suegestion ia an aduirable one and would 
give extensive and. sai:e harbourar;e to small craft with access 
- depending on the draft of boa ts desiring t o enter or leave -
extending over a considerable part of the tidal period. 

I n addition to the lock at this position it would 
be necessary to construct a weir , which Hith a weir at the 
site of the bridge about t he middle of the bay would provide 
for the incress and egress of a cert ain amount of tidal wat er 
a t high tide and also for the dischar&e of storm water f allinc 
on and discharging into the lake . 

The quantity o:f tidal water entering at each high 
tide would be relatively smell . l:t is questionabl e however , 
whether such a lake would be an asset to the city. 

Ilobson Bay receives the storm 1 ater discharge :fro11 an 
a rea of approximatel.Y 1, 500 acres in e.ddi tioI\.aiirthe rainfall 
which would be deJosited direct1_y onto its ovmAaurfnoe . 

The storm water f alling within t he oatohment area 
would rea ch the l ake heavily charged with mud and impurities 
which would transform it into a muddy l agoon which would t ake 
a long time to c l ear . 

The silt brought down and carried L1 suspension in 
the Bay ,ould gradually settle and the whole l ake bottom TTOul d 
be covered with soft mud . 

The first flush of storm water a:dtor dry periods 
i s generally regarded as being as objectionable as strong 
sewage and in addi t ion to several septic tank effluents a lready 
discharging into t he Bay there would actually be a certain 
amount of domestic se~ace discharged through the Drainage Boards 
St orm Hater Overflow durinc; periods of heavy rainfall. 

Whi le this is of no moment v1i th the area o. tidal 
one • it i s very unrlesirable if the ,,ater is danuaed up t o form 
a lake. 
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I have not yet gone into the question of the oost 
of the lock and weir , but in the event o~ the area beine dammed 
up to form a lake, the provision for bridce opening in the 
waterfrone road could be considerably modified and it might 
be possible to arrange for part of the money saved in this 
msnner to be diverted to meet the extra oost of the lock 
and weir. 

EtWili;,DR 'ID ~m BOARD. 
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. HOBSON BAY 
}I. 

THE IMPROVEMENT 

LAKE. 
J3/'3/27 

SCHEME. 

AN EMBANKMENT AND WEIR. 

HARBOUR BOARD APPROACHED. 

Standing on the Hobson Bay railway 
embankment yesterday afternoon, the 
chairman and members of the Auckland 
Harbour Board discussed with a large 
deputation o[ citizens the scheme for turn• 
ing a considerable part ol the ba_y into 
a three-quarter tide lake as a measure 
of beautification, and also for boating. 

The chairman of the board, Mr. H. 
R. Mackenzie, intimated the board would 
consider the proposal sympathetically, but 
the work, if carried out, must not be 
regarded as permanent, seeing that the 
wharves must ultimately extend east,.. 
ward and the development of the port 
was a first consideration. 

The members of the deputation, about 
30 in number, included residents of Par• 
nell and Remuera, members of the Auck• 
land City Council, and representatives of 
the Town Planning Association, the .Auck
land Chamber of Commerce, and other 
bodies. Many of them were taken from 
the city in one of the Harbour Board's 
launches, and others went from Campbell's 
Point on a Public Works Department con
struction train. 

Launch Harbour and Lake, 

The proposal is to construct a filling 
from the railway embankment parallel 
with, but soine distance from, the Par
nell cliffs until it meets the Drainage 
Board's main sewer. It will then be 
continued westward along the line of the 
sewer until it meets the beach. 'The area 

1 between the fillin.g and the cliffs will form 
a tidal launch harbour, with access .by 
way of a bridge set in the railway em

, bankment. The rest of the bay inside 
• I the railway line will form the lake, and 

instead of the second bridge, which the 
Public Works Department will construct 
in the ordinary course, a weir will be 
provided, allowing the water level within 
to he kept at any minimum level that 
may be desired. 

Among those present were Mr. R. H. 
Packwood, engineer in charge of the rail
way construction works; Mr. E. Casey, 
divisional railway superintendent; Mr. W. 
E. Bush, city engineer; and :Messrs. D. 
Holderness and H. H. Watkins, engineers 
to the Harbour Boa.rd and Drainage 
Board respectively. 

Sum of £6500 In Hand. 

Mr. D. Donaldson, who acted as spokes
man of the deputation said its members 
had no personal gain in view, but only 
the public interest. They felt that a 
large public work, such as the railway 
deviation, should not injure its surround
ings. The scheme would greatly im
prove the appearance of the bay. It 
could be carried out with comparatively 
little work. The harbour board was not 
being asked to alienat~ a square loot of 
its endowment or to make any special 
expenditure. A sum of £6500 had been 
set aside by the Harbour Board and 
the Drainage Board a number of years 
ago for the construction of a wall under 
the ma.in sewer. The engineers now said 
the wall was not necessary, and the 
deputation requested the hoard to pro
moto a clause in the " washing-up" bill 
author1smg the use of the moneY for the 
new embankment. 

Mr. Donaldson also said the Mayor of 
Auckland and a majority of members of 
the City Council and the Drainage Board 
were in sympathy with the proposal. 

Mr. W. J. Holdsworth, . president of 
the Town Planning Association, said that 
_an opportunity had come for carrying 
out <!, • tremendously important work at 
very little cost. For a few thousand 
pounds an eyesore could be transformed 
into a scene of beauty. He hoped it 
woulq be possible in time to reclaim 80 
acres of the bay as a playing area. 

At the City's Gate. 
" I have seen many cities, but I am 

convinced that none can equal our own 
for na.turtll beauty," said Professor C. R. 
Knight. Ho.bson Bay at high tide was a 
very beautiful place, but at low tide 
it was not so attractive. It would soon 
be the gateway of the city, and this 
~bi:~ the proposed work specially desir-

1\fr. :Mackenzie said the wharves and 
other harbour works must extend east
ward as time went on. The future de
velopment of the port was, of course a 
paramount consideration. If it were fo~nd 
five or ten years hence that the lake 
h;i,d to he clone away with, the hoard 
would not want a public outcry. If the 

' deputation wanted a permanent lake 
the s.cheme was out of the question. H; 

' promised that the board would give it 
very full consideration and reply later. 

lfr. F. W. H. Brinsden, chail"m.an of 
the City Council's Parks Committee, said 
that playing grounds were badly needed 
m Auckland. The lake would provide 
an excellent stretch of water for safe 
boating, and he hoped to see boys' re~ 
gattas upon it. 

Mr. Mackenzie said the board had al
ready promised a certain area in the bay 
as a recreation reserve. 

Mr. Brinsden: Will the board help by 
dredgin~ into it! 

l\Ir. Mackenzie (laughing): II the City 
Council will pay for it, it will be done. 



4th. April fl 7 

The Superintendent . 

ARfi.PICIAL LAKE AT HOBSON .BAY. 

(Auokland City 0ouncila letter dated ,3rd. :Maroh). 

The susgestion for.,arded mato the Board by ~he 
City Council is for the retention, at three-quarter tide 
level, of approximately ;70 a.ores of the area of Iloboon 
Ba.y inside the railway deviation embankment. 

l!"roc'l the point of vie\ of the ut1l1 ty of this 
area in &asist ing the ooour in Rangitoto Channel. the Board 
need raise no objection. 

Approximately half' the volume of \ ater in this 
tidal oompartment \,Ould still pasa in and out through the 
openings provided; and the remainder ,hioh would be 
permanently retained, repreoenta a ver-<J small fraction of 
the total volume of ater at present ;Ja.ooinc in and out 
of tho channel; a.a a large part of the area dries from 3 
to 4 feet at .1., ••• s.T. and its e:mcluaion ould have no 
appreciable influence on the tiaintenance of the channel 
depth. 

,,hile undoubtedly the proposal has somethint, to 
commend it from the Gi ty' s point of viow it entirely alters 
the question of the flm, of ...,.ater fror:i the be.sin, and the 
Board should not agree to tho SUGgeotions vdthout a complete 
revision of the approved bridge openinGs. 

Thie matter will require careful investigation; e.nd 
until it hao been gone into. it is susGested that the bridGe 
opening in the vioini ty of Point Resolution \ ould require 
to be almost double the present agreed ,idth and thnt the 
depth at this point should be inoresoed by drodging. 

'J!he I!l8.intemnce of the proposed atop bank ,~hich it 
is understood would be built 01· rubole stone, should not 
be in any l e.y the Board' a lie.bili ty; and in this regard 
there would be a f,Teo.t temptation to children to dislodGe 
atones e.nd cause other darua0e • 

... here would be an elex:1ent of anc;er to SI!lall ere.ft 
using the lake o.s a boa.ting area.. o.s the velocity over the 
, air and stop bank v,ould o.t tir::;ea be exce.., sive . 

In our opinion 1 t in doubtful whether the adva.ntac-ea 
derived , ould be au:f.fioient to junti:fy the Board's support 
to the proposals . 
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It should be borne in mind that the preoent scheme 
of Harbour orks provide only about 8 2 o.creu for reclamation 
purposes, and that further requirements in this direction 
would then most probably be dealt uith in the area. effected 
by these proposals . 

Correspondence returned here 1th. 

HARBOU .. UJ.A.SIDR. 

ENGilf'~:R TO ffi_., BO,ffiD. 



LAKE IN HOBSON BAY. I 
LARG E IMPOUN D ING SCHEME. 

If, 

A REMUERA IMPROVEMENT. 

NEW GATEWAY TO THE CITY. 

A scheme for turning the greater por
tion of the area of Hobson Bay inside 
the new railway embankment into a per
manent Jake is being put forward by 
residents on the lower slopes of Remu• 
era. The proposal has already been 
brought under the notice of the Auckland 
Harbour Board, and a further step will 
be taken to-morrow, when a deputation 
will wait on the Mayor, Mr. G. Baildon, 
to seek the support of the City Council. 

In making the embankment across 
Hobson Bay tho Public Works Depart
ment has provided for two bridges to 
permit the ebb and flow of the tide. The 
smaller of these bridges is t,o be placed 
close to Point Resolution, and the other 
toward the Orakoi end of the embank
ment, The proposal now put forward by r 
the Remuera r~sidents is t~at a retain
ing wall be bmlt parallel with the west
ern shore of Hobson Bay, joining the 
embankment just beyond the p , int Reso
lution bridge and connecting with the 
shore near the foot of Brighton Road. 
This would leave a channel for the flow 
of the tide. The other and larger bridge 
would have a spillway built beneath it, 
with the lip at a sufficient height to re
tain the water at a little below ordinary 
high water level. The scheme is modelled 
on the Orakei Basin proposal. 

The suggestion that a channel be left 
'at the Point Resolution end of the bay 
has a bearing on the amended proposals 
10 regard to the treatment of Judge"s 
Ba.y. The railway embankment com
pletely encloses this bay, and the ar
rangement already arrived at is that a 
spillway is to be constructed on the reef 
near the Parnell baths with the idea of 
converting the bay into a half-tide lake. 
It is now suggested that the spillway 
bridge be deleted and that the embank
ment be carried across the bay without 
a break, In order that the sea water 
may still flow into the bay it is proposed 
that a channel be cut inside and parallel 
to the embankment and past the baths, 

giving a connection with the channel to-f 
eluded in the new Hobson Bay scheme. 
This cut would also make it possible for 
yacht and launch owners to bring their 
boats into Judge's Bay by this passage 
for winter storage. 

The residents who are promoting th• 
Hobson Bay proposal have explained that l 
thoy aim at making the foreshore more 
attractive. They point out that when 
the new railway deviation is in ose 
visitors coming to Auckland will get their j 
first glimpse of the city and harbour 
when the train comes out of the cuttmg 
at Orakei, and, if their · scheme is 
adopted, Hobson Bay; largely an un
sightly mudflat at low tide, will be con
verted into an attractive sheet of water. 
This would give visitors a much more 
favourable Jirst impression of Auckland. 

HOBSON BAY LAKE. 

ADVO CACY OF PRO POSAL. 

,,~,_(; ,4,y J. {, 

1 CONSTRUCTION OF SPILLWAY. 

I DEPUTATION~ THE MAYOR. 

The proposal lo turn Hobson Bay mto 
a permanent lake by constructing a spill
way under tho large hridge in the railway 
embankment near Orakei WM yesterday 
brought under the notice of the Mayor, 
i\fr. G. Ba.ildon, by an inftucnl1al deputa
tion of Remuera. residents. :!\fr. R. H . .Pack
wood, Public Works engineer in charge of 
the ea.stern railway deviation works, ar
compR-nied the deputation. and with tlie 
aid · of plans fully explained the scheme, 
th e main details of which werP published 
in the HERALD on :\londay. 

The principal spl""akcrs for the deputa
tion were i\lessrs. D. Donalcbon and LL 
Pitcaithl~r, and they were supported by 
Messrs. W, R. Holmes, G. L. Thorburn, 
'£. Proctor, J. ~hlne, F. Carr and E . .i\. 
Ormiston. It was rnenlioned that t he 
proposal had been submitted to the Auck
land Harbour Board, but the deputation 
had been asked to submit ils proposals 
through the local authority. 

If the water were retained in Hobson 
Bay a.t about hall-tide level a lake with 
an area of a.bout 150 acres would be 
created, while if three-qµarter tide leYel 
were fixed the area would be nearly 2CO 
acres. An important feature of the scheme 
would be tl1e wall joining the railway em
bank\nent just beyond the bridge near 
Point Resolution and running parallel with 
the western shore of the bay to the fla t. 
fronting Shore Road. '!'his would leave & 

tidal channel to the west of the wall with 
an area of about 50 acres for the accom
modation of pleasure launches, If the half. 
tide level were fixed the cost would be 
approximately £3CXX), but if it were de
cided to raise the wall and spillway to 
hold the water at the three-quarter t ide 
level the cost would be nearer £4000. 

One point d iscussed was whether an 
endep.vour should be made to get a por
tion of the sum of £6500 held by the 
-~ uckland and Suburban Drainage Board 
for Hobson Bay improvements as a con. 
tribution toward the cost of the lake 
scheme. When the main sewer was being 
built across Hobson Bay the board was 
required to place £6500 on fixed deposit 
to be used for building a retaining wall 
aJong the line of the sewer should it be 
decided at n._ny time to reclaim Hobson 
Bay. It -.·as pointed out that de,·elop
ments &ubs•quent to the building of the 
sewer had altered the position, and it W?,S 

possib]e the ret"ining ,vall wou]d never 
be required. 

The l\Iayor said he thought there ,, as 
much to Le said for the schemo, If it 
were favoured by the City Council there 
would be the matter of finance to be 
considered. He would have the scl:t•me 
hr.ought before the Harbour Board. 



BEAUTIFYING THE NEW RAILWAY APPROACH TO :AUCKLAND BY FORMING A PERMANENT LAKE IN HOBSON BAY. 
e promoters of the scheme suggest that a retaining wall should be built from the bridge opening in the railway embankment near Point Resolution, leaving a tidal basin for pleasure craft on the westerr 

side, with a spillway about the centre of the embankment, behind which the water would be impounded at half tide, thus hiding the unsightly tidal mudflats. -St.fl Photoaraph• .. 



4th. Sep wmber 

The Superintendent. 

RF.CLAMATIO~ OF 78 ACRJi'S Ili SC'IUTH WEST CORNER OF HOBSON l3AY. 

With reference to the petition from residents or 
Remuera. asking that t h is area a h oul l be reclaimed by the B03.rd1a 
Suotion Dredger, this aredger is not capable of pw:,pi r,g through 
the long length of pipeline that would be required to form 
this :recla.nation and t he ~oa.rd m.s no other plant suitable to 
do the w<,r k. 

ENGINEJ\R TO THE ~OARD. 
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For corres-pondence frc-m Messrs. 

Fleming & Ferguson re suge;ested RELAY 

POMP for Suction Dredger for long 

ctista.nce delivery see file 748. 




